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- The SDMC launched an anti-encroachment drive in Shaheen Bagh area of Delhi on Monday amid protests. Bulldozers rolled into the area in presence of police to remove illegal structures. 
- Hundreds of protesters including women opposed the drive and raised slogans against SDMC and central government. Some women stood in front of bulldozers to stop the action. 
- AAP and Congress leaders also staged dharna against the drive. The protests led to traffic jams in the area. The drive could not be completed due to the protests. 
- An FIR was also registered against AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan and his supporters for allegedly obstructing the driveRead less
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	1. First India Bureau
New  Delhi: The Central
government’s“Swadeshi”
drive set off for a Pan-In-
dia expansion with the
paramilitary forces’ can-
teens beginning the sale
of handmadeKhadiprod-
ucts. Minister of Home
Affairs and Cooperation
Amit Shah on Monday
launched the sale of Kha-
di products in 107 Central
Armed Police Forces
(CAPF)canteensandsaid
all canteens of paramili-
tary forces in the country
will begin selling Khadi
products very soon.
“For Gandhi Ji, Khadi
was a symbol of
Swadeshi and it is also a
tooltofulfilPrimeMinis-
ter Narendra Modi’s
dream of Aatmanirbhar
Bharat. Khadi itself
guarantees purity
. I am
delighted that the sale of
Khadi products has be-
gun in 107 paramilitary
canteens and very soon
Khadi products will be
made available in all par-
amilitary canteens
across the country
,” the
Home Minister said dur-
ing the launch on the
sidelines of the founda-
tion laying ceremony for
the Central Workshop
and Stores of BSF at Ta-
mulpurinAssam.Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, Chairman
KVIC Vinai Kumar Sax-
ena, Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla and
Director General of BSF
and CRPF were present
on the occasion.
Shah heaped praises
onKVICforcreatingsus-
tainable rural employ-
ment in the country and
said KVIC’s flagship
schemes like Honey Mis-
sion, Kumhar Sashakti-
karan Yojana, Leather
and Carpenter Empow-
erment Schemes had the
potential to create sus-
tainable employment in
Assam’s Bodoland. “If
KVIC starts connecting
people with its self-em-
ployment activities, this
will surely eradicate the
problem of unemploy-
ment in Bodoland and
also reconnect the Bodo
youths,whohadgivenup
arms, with the develop-
ment of the nation,” he
said.TheHomeMinister
emphasized that under
the leadership of Prime
Minister,KVICclockeda
historic turnover of Rs
1.15 lakh crore in 2021-22,
registering a massive
growth of nearly 250%.
Earlier,inabidtopush
Swadeshi, Shah had
made it mandatory for
all CAPF canteens to sell
“Swadeshi” products
through Khadi and Vil-
lage Industries Commis-
sion (KVIC). To begin
with, 32 products will be
supplied in the canteens
located in Delhi NCR,
Punjab, Haryana, Guja-
rat, Uttar Pradesh, As-
sam and other states.
Amit Shah launches sale of Khadi products in 107 CAPF canteens
SWADESHI DRIVE
Union HM Amit Shah interacting with the BSF personnel at Mankachar BOP of Indo-Bangladesh border.
KHADI PRODUCTS
New Delhi: The Centre
told the Supreme Court
on Monday that the
provisions of the sedi-
tion law (Section 124A)
will be re-examined
and reconsidered.
This comes after
PM Modi issued in-
structions to re-eval-
uate the necessity of
this colonial law in
present times.
On Monday, the gov-
ernment also asked the
court not to consider
the petitions challeng-
ing the colonial law
and to wait for the re-
consideration exercise
to be conducted by the
Centre.
The Supreme Court
had earlier fixed May
10 as the date to hear
petitioners who are
challenging the consti-
tutional validity of the
sedition law.
The central govern-
ment has filed a three-
page affidavit in the
Supreme Court and
said that it is commit-
ted to maintaining and
protecting the sover-
eignty of the nation as
well as removing out-
dated colonial laws.
When the country is
celebrating Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav,
the government is
working to shed colo-
nial baggage, the Cen-
tre said.
NEW DELHI l TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2022 l Pages 12 l 3.00 RNI TITLE NO. DELENG/2021/19840 l Vol 1 l Issue No. 250
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Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami on Monday filed his
nomination from Champawat where a bypoll will be held on May 31.
Former MLA Kailash Gehtori, who resigned from the seat to pave way
for the chief minister, accompanied Dhami, who lost from Khatima seat.
U’KHAND CM DHAMI
FILES PAPERS
FOR CHAMPAWAT
ASSEMBLY BYPOLLS
Russian President Vladimir Putin on Monday opened the annual grand
parade commemorating Nazi Germany’s defeat in World War II on the
77th Victory Day, saying the Russian military in Ukraine was protecting
the “motherland” from an “absolutely unacceptable threat.”
RUSSIA DEFENDING
‘MOTHERLAND’ IN
UKRAINE, SAYS PUTIN
ON VICTORY DAY
NIA CONDUCTS RAIDS
ON PREMISES OF
DAWOOD’S AIDES
Mumbai: The National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) on
Monday conducted raids at
several locations in Mumbai
against associates of fugitive
gangster Dawood Ibrahim. P8
Centre’s U-turn in
SC: Sedition law
willbere-examined
KASHMIR’S STRAWBERRY BOWL!
A farmer harvests strawberries inside a farm, on the outskirts of Srinagar on Monday.
Strawberry is the first fruit that grows after six months of harsh winter in the valley. The
farmers said that the yield is not good this season due to hot weather.
PM Rajapaksa steps down,
his ancestral home set ablaze
At 77.17, Indian Rupee falls to
all-time low against US dollar
Mumbai: India’s offi-
cial currency Rupee has
dropped 51 paise to an
all-time low of Rs 77.41
against the US dollar in
early trade on Monday
.
At the interbank for-
eign exchange, the Ru-
pee opened at 77.17
against the American
dollar, then lost ground
to quote at 77.42, regis-
tering a fall of 52 paise
from the last close. The
Rupee has slipped past
the previous record low
of 76.98 in March.
On Friday, the Rupee
had slumped 55 paise to
close at 76.90 against the
US dollar.
The reason behind
the drop in value of the
Rupee could be blamed
on the demand for risk-
ier assets and also be-
cause the foreign inves-
tors continue to dump
the domestic stocks.
Colombo: As the na-
tionwide protest contin-
ues to intensify
, Sri Lan-
kan Prime Minister Ma-
hinda Rajapaksa on
Monday resigned, a
move that is likely to
pave the way for a new
cabinet in the crisis
marred country
.
Later in the night, the
ancestral home of the
Rajapaksas at Medamu-
lana in Hambantota was
set on fire by a group of
protesters. Video footage
circulating on social me-
dia showed the entire
houseupinflamesasthe
protesters hooted away
.
A Sri Lankan parlia-
mentarian of the ruling
partySriLankaPodujana
Peramuna (SLPP), Am-
arakeerthi Athukorala,
and two others were
found dead during clash-
esthatbrokeoutbetween
anti-andpro-government
protesters in the country
on Monday
. The protest-
ers said the bullets were
fired from MP’s SUV
first, after which he was
killed during clashes. 
 More on P8
MP killed, at least
130 injured as Prez
Gotabaya imposes
nationwide curfew
CENTRE PITCHED
FOR SAME LAW
ON SATURDAY
WHAT IS THE
SEDITION LAW?
This comes two days
after the Centre told the
Supreme Court that the
verdict in the Kedar-
nath Singh vs State of
Bihar case upholding the
sedition law was binding
and there was no need
to revisit the same. In a
written submission, the
Centre told the three-
judge bench, led by
CJI NV Ramana, “The
Kedarnath judgment that
upheld the validity of se-
dition law is established
law, no reason to revisit
and the bench of three
judges cannot reconsider
the ratio of a constitution
bench without referring
matter to a larger bench.”
Section 124A of the
Indian Penal Code states
that a person commits
the crime of sedition
if he/she brings or at-
tempts to bring in hatred
or contempt, or excites
or attempts to excite
disaffection towards the
government established
according to the law. It
prescribes the maxi-
mum punishment of life
imprisonment.
New Delhi: The nation-
al capital on Monday yet
again witnessed a high-
voltage demolition dra-
ma in the Shaheen Bagh
area of the city, nearly
20 days after a similar
drive was carried out in
the communal violence-
hitJahangirpuriareaof
northwest Delhi. It was
officially learnt on May
4 that the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
had planned a major
drive against illegal en-
croachments in the
south Delhi area and the
illegal structures at
Shaheen Bagh will be
demolished on May 9.
Meanwhile, the Su-
preme Court refused to
entertain a plea filed by
the CPI(M) against a
demolition drive car-
ried out in Shaheen
Bagh area by the South
Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration, asking the party
to approach the high
court.
Shaheen Bagh drew
attention during the
a n t i - C i t i z e n s h i p
Amendment Act (CAA)
protests.
DEMOLITION DILEMMA: CIVIC BODY TEAM BEGINS DRIVE BEFORE SC HEARING
AS DELHI BULLDOZES SHAHEEN BAGH,
SC SAYS, “GO TO HIGH COURT”
SC raps SDMC officials for not sending
prior notice, but refuses to entertain
CPI-M plea against demolition of buildings
“What is this CPI(M) party filing this case? We can understand if the
affected person came here.What fundamental right of a party that
is violated? Is there no individual who is affected?” the bench asked
(Above) Locals stage a protest during an anti-encroachment
drive by Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD), at Shaheen Bagh
area in New Delhi on Monday.  —PHOTOS BY PTI
(Left) Security personnel attempt to stop locals staging a protest.
AAP MLA
AMANATULLAH
KHAN BOOKED
WILL REMOVE
ALL SQUATTERS:
BJP COUNCILOR
Hours after the demoli-
tion drive at Shaheen
Bagh was disrupted,
the Delhi Police has
logded an FIR against
AAP MLA Amanatullah
Khan and his support-
ers for allegedly halting
the MCD-led drive on
Monday. The FIR under
IPC sections 186 (Ob-
structing public servant
in discharge of public
functions) and 353 (as-
saulting public servant)
has been registered.
Rajpal Singh, the BJP
councilor and the SDMC’s
central zone standing
committee chief, had
stated that the munici-
pality will do its job and
encroachments will be
eliminated. “Our workers
and officials are ready.
Teams and bulldozers
have been organized.
Encroachments will be
removed wherever they
are, be it Tughlakabad or
Shaheen Bagh,” he said.
We have never given licence to every-
body to come here and say, ‘my house
is being demolished’, even if it is unau-
thorised. Merely because we are showing indul-
gence, don’t take shelter under the court’s orders
 —The Supreme Court Bench
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Anti-encroachment: Protests erupt
as bulldozers roll into Shaheen Bagh
Women protestors stand in front of bulldozers to prevent the exercise
New Delhi (PTI): Pro-
tests erupted in
Shaheen Bagh on Mon-
day with hundreds of
people, including wom-
en, opposing the SD-
MC’s anti-encroach-
ment drive as bulldoz-
ers rolled into the area
in the presence of heavy
police personnel.
Protesters raised slo-
gans against the BJP-
ruled SDMC as well as
the central government
and demanded that the
actionshouldbestopped.
Some women protestors
also stood in front of
bulldozers to prevent the
exercise. Leaders from
the AAP and Congress
also reached the spot and
staged a dharna against
the action.
The protest also
caused heavy traffic
snarls in Shaheen Bagh,
Kalindi Kunj, Jaitpur,
Sarita Vihar and Mathu-
ra Road among other
areas. SDMC’s Central
Zone Chairman Rajpal
Singh told PTI that the
illegal structures could
not be removed due to
protests.
In December 2019,
Shaheen Bagh was the
centreof protestsandsit-
ins against the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act.
The sit-in was called off
in March 2020 when the
covid-19 pandemic had
struck the city. Last
month, an anti-en-
croachment drive con-
ducted by the North
Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration in Jahangirpuri,
which witnessed vio-
lence between two com-
munities on April 16,
drew widespread criti-
cism. The Supreme
Court had to intervene
to stop the action there.
Singh said that remov-
ing encroachment from
any area is their obliga-
tory function which the
civic body is doing.
“Protests being held
are politically motivat-
ed. We will do whatever
we have to to remove en-
croachment. Our bull-
dozers and trucks are
still there (in Shaheen
Bagh),” Singh told PTI.
Amanatullah booked
for ‘obstructing’ drive
New Delhi (PTI): The
Delhi Police on Mon-
day registered an FIR
against AAP MLA
Aamanatullah Khan
and his supporters for
allegedly obstructing
an anti-encroachment
driveinShaheenBagh.
The South Delhi
Municipal Corpora-
tion (SDMC) lodged a
complaint with the po-
lice against Khan and
his supporters, accus-
ing them of obstruct-
ing its anti-encroach-
ment drive in Shaheen
Bagh on Monday
.
Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police
(Southeast) Esha Pan-
dey said, “Based on
the complaint re-
ceived from SDMC, an
FIR has been regis-
tered against Aama-
natullah Khan and his
supporters under sec-
tions 186 (obstructing
public servant in dis-
charge of public func-
tions), 353 (assault or
criminal force to deter
public servant from
discharge of his duty)
and 34 (common in-
tention) of the IPC.”
In a complaint to
the SHO of Shaheen
Bagh, the SDMC’s
Central Zone licens-
ing inspector said
that an encroachment
removal drive was
fixed for Monday on
the main road in
Shaheen Bagh and its
staff and police per-
sonnel were present
at the site for carry-
ing out the action.
The scaffolding of a building falls down during an anti-encroachment drive conducted by South
Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC) in the Shaheen Bagh area in New Delhi. —PHOTO BY ANI
JAHANGIRPURI VIOLENCE
‘Utter failure’ on
part of Delhi
Police, says court
New Delhi (PTI): A
Delhi court has ob-
served that there was
utter failure on the part
of Delhi Police in stop-
ping the unauthorised
Hanuman Jayanti pro-
cession in Jahangirpuri
last month that trig-
gered communal clash-
es in the locality.
The court made the
observation while reject-
ing a clutch of bail pleas,
and said that the issue
seems to have been sim-
ply brushed aside by sen-
ior officers, and complic-
ity, if any, of police per-
sonnel needs to be inves-
tigated.
The issue seems to
have been simply
brushed aside by the
senior officers. The lia-
bility on the part of the
concerned officials
needs to be fixed so that
in future no such inci-
dent takes place and the
police is not complacent
in preventing the illegal
activities . Their com-
plicity , if any, also
needs to be investigat-
ed, Additional Sessions
Judge Gagandeep Singh
said.
The court directed
that a copy of the order,
passed on May 7, be
sent to the Commis-
sioner of Police for in-
formation and remedial
compliance. It is fairly
admitted on behalf of
the State that the last
procession which was
passing through, dur-
ing which the unfortu-
nate riots took place,
was illegal having no
prior permission from
police, the judge said.
23-YEAR-OLD MAN SHOT
DEAD OUTSIDE PARTY
New Delhi (Agencies):
The Delhi Police have ar-
rested a 38-year-old man
for allegedly shooting
dead a 23-year-old man in
Outer Delhi’s Ashram
Vatika Sunday night,
said officials Monday.
The victim was trying to
leave a party when the
accused allegedly fol-
lowed him and shot him
dead, said the police.
The police said they
received a PCR call
around 10.08 pm from the
victim’s father. The caller
Taha Singh alleged that
his son Sunil was killed
by a local man at a party.
Sanjay was upset and fol-
lowed Sunil, said the po-
lice. The two again got
into an argument and
Sanjay fired at Sunil who
escaped from the spot as
others rushed him to the
hospital, added the po-
lice.
CRIME BRANCH
NOIDA: TRIO ARRESTED FOR
ROBBING, KILLING PEOPLE AFTER
MEETING THEM ON DATING APPS
New Delhi
(Agenceis):
Noida police
arrested two
women and a
man on Sunday
for allegedly robbing
and killing people
after befriending them
on dating apps, offic-
ers said. The police
said the accused,
identified as Sand-
eep and Rajasthan
residents Sara alias
Shahna Hussain (26)
and Sana Ali (19), are
suspected to have
robbed victims to the
tune of lakhs. A case
of murder has been
registered against the
accused at Sector 49
police station, officers
said. The police have
also recovered an MG
Hector vehicle and
nearly 54 lorazepam
tablets from the ac-
cused.According to
the police, the accused
created fake profiles
on Tinder and other
social media apps and
made friends with
users based on their
wealth as portrayed on
the profile.
NDMC to build
new block at
Laxmi Bai Nagar
women’s hostel
New Delhi: The New
Delhi Municipal Coun-
cil (NDMC) plans to
construct an additional
block with state-of-the-
art facilities at its Lax-
mi Bai Nagar women’s
hostel. Presently, the
Indira Niketan hostel
where the new block is
being planned can ac-
commodate around 200
women and once the
new block is developed,
117 more will be able to
benefit from the facility
,
said officials.
“Women from across
the country come to
Delhi to study and work
and it increases the de-
mand for affordable
hostel facilities in the
city
. Hostel as a residen-
tial unit can foster com-
munity living and pro-
vide security
, especially
for women students,
who cannot live alone,
or even in small groups,
in strange cities. So, to
provide better accom-
modation, the NDMC
has decided to construct
this additional block.
New OPD block inaugurated in
Lady Hardinge Medical College
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Union Min-
ister of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare, Mansukh
Mandaviya on Monday
inaugurated the ‘NEW
STATE OF ART’ multi-
speciality Out-patient
and In-patient (OPD/
IPD) blocks at Lady
Hardinge Medical Col-
lege (LHMC) and associ-
ated hospital in the pres-
ence of Bharti Pravin
Pawar, Union Minister
of State for Health and
Family Welfare.
The new IPD Block
will increase the bed
strength of LHMC from
877 to more than 1000
beds. The IPD Block
houses an additional
highly sophisticated CT
scanner. The new multi-
speciality OPD Block
has additional facilities
for holistic health care
including all medical
and surgical speciali-
ties, Ayurveda, Yoga 
Naturopathy  Home-
opathy
. Speaking on the
occasion, Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya said that the
country has moved
away from a “token” to-
wards a “total” ap-
proach.
 —REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE
DELHI GOVT-AIDED SCHOOLS GET
BREATHER IN GIVING SALARIES
New Delhi (Agencies):
Observing that teachers
of many government-
aided schools are not be-
ing paid on time due to
the inability of these
schools to timely pay
their dues, the Directo-
rate of Education has
given them more breath-
ing room to fulfil their
obligations.
According to provi-
sions of the Delhi School
Education and Act and
Rules, the managing
committee of all govern-
ment-aided schools have
to deposit 5% of the pay
and allowances of their
employees monthly to
enable salaries to be dis-
bursed in the first week
of every month. The Del-
hi government covers
95% of these expenses.
To prevent delays in
salaries, the DoE has de-
cided to give relaxation
to these schools from
having to deposit their
share every month, and
has allowed them to pre-
pare salary bills.
FIGHT FOR RIGHT!
Delhi Anganwadi workers holding placards stage a sit-in protest demanding regularisation
of their jobs and various other demands, at Civil Lines, in New Delhi.  —PHOTO BY ANI
New Delhi (PTI): One fresh dengue case was
reported in Delhi in the last one week, taking the
city’s tally to 82, according to a civic report released
on Monday. Till
April 30, this
year, 81 dengue
cases had been
recorded in the
city, the South
Delhi Municipal
Corporation
(SDMC) report
said. No death
has been reported due to the vector-borne disease
so far, it said. The SDMC is the nodal agency for the
control of vector-borne diseases in the city. Delhi
hadrecorded 23 dengue cases in January, 16 in
February, 22 in March, 20 in April, and one case in
May, the report said.
New Delhi (PTI): Minimum temperature in the
city settled at 27.6 degrees Celsius, three notch-
es above the season's average on Monday. The
relative humidity recorded at 8:30 am was 60
per cent, while
the maximum
temperature is
likely to touch 41
degrees Celsius,
the meteorological
department said.
The MeT issued
a yellow alert from May 11 to 15. The maximum
temperature will hover between 44 and 45 de-
grees Celsius, resulting in heatwave conditions at
a few places in the city.
82 DENGUE CASES IN DELHI SO FAR
DELHI RECORDS MINIMUM TEMP OF
27.6 DEG C, CLEAR SKIES LIKELY
CRUCIAL READ
New Delhi (Agencies):
To ensure a smooth
commute between Cen-
tral, East and Southeast
Delhi, the Public Works
Department (PWD) is
planning to construct a
three-lane flyover for
vehicles travelling from
ITO towards Ashram at
the Sarai Kale Khan T-
Junction. This will
come up alongside the
existing flyover, which
provides connectivity
from Ashram to ITO.
Officials said the
new flyover will also
help decongest the
Sarai Khan ISBT and
T-junction where sev-
eral other projects,
such as the Rapid Rail
Transit System (RRTS),
are coming up.
“Sarai Kale Khan is
going to become the
city’s transport hub,
with the RRTS, Delhi
Metro, Nizamuddin
Railway station and
ISBT merging at one
place. There is also a
plan to integrate
these… Once the RRTS
station, which is under
construction, is ready,
the area is expected to
become more congest-
ed. To avoid this, the
PWD has decided to
construct this addi-
tional flyover which
will take the load of
surface traffic coming
from ITO and provide
space for buses and lo-
cal traffic below,” said
an official.
3-lane flyover to connect ITO to Ashram in the pipeline
PWD
lll
Sarai Kale Khan is
going to become
the city’s transport
hub, with the
RRTS, Delhi
Metro, Nizamuddin
Railway station
and ISBT merging
at one place.
 —REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE
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New Delhi (Agencies):
To attract young talent
to the party, a Congress
sub group has recom-
mended to give only one
ticket per family so that
big leaders do not cor-
ner party tickets and
deny a place to the gen-
uine hard workers.
However, the party re-
cently flouted this rule
inGoaandUttarakhand.
In the hill state, former
chief minister Harish
Rawat and his daughter
were given tickets, and
the senior Rawat lost in
the polls; Yashpal Arya
and his son were also
given tickets, son San-
jeev Arya lost; former
Punjab chief minister
Charanjit Singh Channi
contestedfromtwoseats
and lost both.
The other recommen-
dation is to expand the
social base and give res-
ervations to the SC/ST
and marginalised OBC.
The CWC will take a
view on Monday even-
ing and deliberate in the
brainstorming session.
To increase the vote
share, Congress has de-
cided to focus on in-
creasing its social base
and reach out to the
groups which have not
found place in the party
apparatus, sources
have said.
The convenors of
the sub committee met
party president Sonia
Gandhi and handed
over their recommen-
dation to her.
To attract youth, Congress panel
recommends one ticket per family
By Rakesh Ranjan
New Delhi: In a 360-de-
greeabout-turn,thegov-
ernment has dropped
the experiment of ap-
pointing a person from
the Indian Legal Service
orthejudicialfraternity
as the law secretary
. It
has again bet on the old
workhorse, IAS, for fill-
ing the post of union
law secretary
.
This seems to be the
general inference in the
administration follow-
ing the appointment of
Dr. Niten Chandra
(IAS:1990:OR) as Secre-
tary, Department of Le-
gal Affairs (Law Secre-
tary). As Law Secretary,
Chandra may have a
tenure up to October
2025 i.e. till his superan-
nuation.
The post had been va-
cant since February
this year on the ap-
pointment of Anoop
Kumar Mendiratta as
the Judge of the Delhi
High Court. It may be
noted that Mendiratta
was drafted from the ju-
dicial service on loan.
The post was earlier
held by Alok Srivastava
(IAS:1984:MP), who as
Secretary Justice also
functioned as Law Sec-
retary for over a year
beginning December 01,
2018, until Mendiratta
was made Law Secre-
tary in October 2019.
Mendiratta was cred-
ited with drafting the
ill-fated farm laws that
were repealed follow-
ing the large-scale
farmers' protest lasting
for over a year.
It is pointed out that
the drafting quality of
these farm laws, among
other pieces of legisla-
tion, drew sharp reac-
tions from the Chief
Justice of India in his
speech at a Republic
Day function who
bluntly commented
that the quality and
precision of the Draft-
ing of law  legislation
has diminished.
It is inferred from cir-
cumstantial evidence
that Alok Srivastava's
track record as law sec-
retary might have per-
suaded the government
to return the post to the
IAS cadre.
But Dr. Chandra's ap-
pointment as law secre-
tary has had its own
twists. Earlier, he was
overlooked for secre-
tary empanelment. In
2018, he was empaneled
as an additional secre-
tary and his peers
thought that he might
not get into the league
of secretaries.
In a sudden turn of
developments, Chandra
has not only become a
full-fledged secretary
but has been entrusted
with the department of
law which is seen as a
critical ministry in the
NDA dispensation be-
cause of its focus on re-
forming and liberaliz-
ing the law and admin-
istrative processes.
Maybe, the govern-
ment has come to count
on the old workhorse
IAStoexecuteitsreform
agenda seamlessly in
conjunction with the
lawministrywhereafel-
low IAS is placed as the
officer in charge instead
of someonefromoutside
its fraternity for a better
rapport within the por-
tals of the government.
IAS REGAINS LAW MINISTRY: READ BETWEEN LINES
New Delhi (Agencies):
After Rupee plummeted
to an all-time low
against the US Dollar,
the Congress on Mon-
day attacked the gov-
ernment, saying that it
is now time for the ru-
pee to march towards
the 100-mark.
Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi said, “Ru-
pee has fallen to an all-
time low to 77.4 to a Dol-
lar. The Prime Minister
has already achieved
his target of 100+ in pet-
rol and diesel, and of
1,000 in LPG. Now it’s
the Rupee’s turn to
march towards 100.”
He alleged that India
is in the middle of a
huge economic crisis,
which will worsen fur-
ther and turn into
something that Indians
never witnessed before.
“The PM cannot keep
the economic and social
realities of India hid-
den forever. It is time he
acknowledges the situa-
tion and starts working
towards solutions in-
stead of just offering PR
distractions,” Rahul
Gandhi added.
Congress General
Secretary Randeep Sur-
jewala said it is unprec-
edented that thr Indian
rupee has fallen to an
abysmal low of Rs 77.41
to a dollar.
“Never has this hap-
pened in 75 years. Un-
der the Modi govern-
ment, Indian rupee is in
ICU. What are the rea-
sons for it,” he asked.
Surjewala said there
are apparent reasons for
the inflation: “
As life has
become unbearable and
expensive, whether it is
petrol or diesel or cook-
ing gas or CNG or even
eatables, everything has
gone beyond the reach
of the common man.’
He alleged that there
is immeasurable flight
of capitalfromIndiaand
the reasons behind that
are the BJP-sponsored
communal tensions trig-
gered across India, ram-
pant corruption in BJP-
ruled states.
‘AFTER PETROL, IT IS RUPEE’S
TURN TO BREACH 100-MARK’
PM can’t hide economic and social realities of India forever: Rahul
Bengaluru (Agen-
cies): As some Hindu
groups in Karnataka
launched a campaign
against the alleged un-
authorised use of
loudspeakers in
mosques in the state
on Monday, Chief Min-
ister Basavaraj Bom-
mai directed state of-
ficials to implement
strictly the Supreme
Court orders regard-
ing their use, as a sec-
tion of Congress' Mus-
lim leaders met him
over the issue.
Ahead of his meeting
with top police, home
and law department offi-
cials here, Bommai said
he has given directions
regardingtheimplemen-
tation of the SC order on
use of loudspeakers.
Recorded versions or
bhajans being recited
by those present at the
temples were played out
at around 5 am to coun-
ter the morning azaan
being recited on the
loudspeakers.
K’TAKA: HANUMAN CHALISA
PLAYED IN SEVERAL TEMPLES
New Delhi (Agen-
cies): The statement of
Delhi BJP leader Ta-
jinder Pal Singh Bagga,
who was picked up by
Punjab Police from his
home pursuant to an
FIR against him in the
state, could not be re-
corded before a local
court here on Monday
as he was not present
in the national Capital.
Delhi Police said that
it will move an applica-
tion to record his state-
ment when he returns
to the city
.
After a Mohali court
issued an arrest war-
rant against him on Sat-
urday, the Punjab and
Haryana high court di-
rected the Punjab gov-
ernment not to take any
coercive action against
BJP leader Bagga till
next date of hearing.
On Monday, Bagga's
advocates appeared
before Metropolitan
Magistrate Nitika Ka-
poor in Delhi and
submitted that they
will move an applica-
tion for releasing two
mobile phones be-
longing to the BJP
leader and his father,
allegedly snatched by
unknown persons on
Friday morning.
Bagga out of Delhi,
statement not recorded
Kolkata (Agencies):
Leader of Opposition in
West Bengal Assembly,
Suvendu Adhikari, has
called upon BJP work-
ers to resist possible at-
tempts by the ruling
Trinamool Congress to
capture booths and rig
next year's panchayat
elections in the state.
He also claimed that
the minority communi-
ty is upset with the Tri-
namool and has not for-
gotten the Birbhum kill-
ings, and this will reflect
in the rural elections.
The BJP MLA from
Nandigram, while ad-
dressing a meeting to
markoneyearof hisvic-
tory against Mamata in
the constituency in the
2021 assembly elections,
alleged that the Trina-
mool had unleashed vio-
lence in the seat after
poll results were de-
claredonMay2lastyear,
but asserted that people
of Nandigram won't be
intimidatedbysuchter-
ror tactics.
Our party offices
were ransacked, several
of our activists killed,
and houses looted and
burnt down by Trina-
mool goons after the
election results but the
people of Nandigram
fought back and many
of these attackers are
now on the run due to
intervention of the
court and NHRC. The
vengeful Trinamool ad-
ministration tried to im-
plicate us in false cases
but did not succeed, Su-
vendu Adhikari said.
Suvendu claims Trinamool may
try to rig 2023 Panchayat polls
Shopian: One militant
was killed in the initial
exchange of fire in an
encounter in Shopian
district of Jammu and
Kashmir on Monday
.
Security forces had
launched a cordon and
search operation in
Pandoshan area of the
district following infor-
mation that militants
were present there, a
police official said.
He said the search op-
eration turned into an
encounter after mili-
tants opened fire on se-
curity forces, who then
retaliated.
Earlier on Sunday, a
Pakistani terrorist of
LeT and a local terror-
ist were killed in the
Kulgam district.
Militant killed in
encounter with
security forces
in JK’s Shopian
Lohardaga (Agencies):
A local BJP leader was
shot dead in his sleep in
Jharkhand's Lohardaga
districtearlyonMonday
,
police said.
The incident took
place at Chatakpur vil-
lage in Kuru police sta-
tion area around 2 AM,
officer-in-charge Anil
Kumar said.
Thedeceasedhasbeen
identified as Ratan Ma-
hato, a BJP booth com-
mitteepresident.Hewas
rushed to RIMS, Ranchi
but he died on the way
,
the officer said.
As per the prelimi-
nary probe, a land dis-
pute is suspected to be
the reason behind the
killing.
Jharkhand local
BJP leader shot
dead over
property dispute
New Delhi (Agencies):
The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) will on
Tuesday question IAS
officer Pooja Singhal in
connection with a Pre-
vention of Money Laun-
dering case pertaining
to illegal mining in
Jharkhand.
The ED had on Sun-
day recorded the state-
ment of her husband
Abhishek Jha.
Chartered Account-
ant Suman Kumar, who
works for the IAS offic-
er and her husband,
was placed under arrest
on Saturday following
several raids.
Kumar was then sent
to five days ED's custody
.
The ED had on Friday
recovered Rs 19.31 crore
and a few incriminating
documents from the
premises of Kumar.
ED to question IAS
Pooja Singhal today
T
T
WHY SHOULD ANYBODY INVEST HERE?
CM orders officials
to implement apex
court orders
Puducherry (Agen-
cies): About 500
DMK cadres, includ-
ing Leader of the
Opposition in Pu-
ducherry Assembly
R. Siva and three
party MLAs, were
arrested on Monday
after they laid siege
to the Jawaharlal
Institute of Post-
graduate Medical
Education and Re-
search (Jipmer)
here demanding the
administration to
rescind the circular
insisting that en-
tries in all regis-
ters/service books
would be made “as
far as possible only
in Hindi”.
The protesters led
by Siva, MLAs —
Annibal Kenndy, R.
Senthil Kumar, L.
Sambath — and sen-
ior leader SP Siva-
kumar laid siege to
the main entrance
and raised slogans
against the move.
The police moved in
and arrested them.
Talking to report-
ers, Siva said the
Central government
was trying to impose
Hindi on the people
of Puducherry, and
the Jipmer adminis-
tration should with-
draw the circular
immediately.
Four DMK MLAs
among 500 held for
picketing JIPMER
‘HINDI IMPOSITION’
TAMIL GIVEN
PRIORITY: LT GUV
Soundarara-
jan, who visited
JIPMER and
held discussions
with the Director
Rakesh Aggarwal,
said “there is no
imposition of Hindi
in any manner in
the institute and
Tamil, the local
language is given
priority”. She told
reporters that there
were four circulars
and a couple of
them were being
propagated as
imposing Hindi.
Suvendu Adhikari
Pooja Singhal
Tajinder Bagga
DMK workers attempting to picket JIPMER on Monday.
Rahul Gandhi
SMRITI IRANI MEETS YOGI
Union Women and Child Development Minister Smriti Irani meets Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath in Lucknow, on Monday.
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Humble tribute to Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore on his birth
anniversary.
Piyush Goyal
@PiyushGoyal
Ahead of World Metrology Day
this month, addressed the National
Workshop on Legal Metrology Act,
2009. The aim is for a consensus on
decriminalisation of the Act to protect
consumer interests  to further
strengthen business confidence in India.
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Perform all thy actions with
mind concentrated on the
Divine, renouncing
attachment and looking upon
success and failure with an
equal eye. Spirituality
implies equanimity.
—Bhagvad Gita
IN-DEPTH
PUTIN’S SUBDUED
VICTORY DAY
SPEECH BUT NO
WORD ON TRUCE
ussian President
Vladimir Putin’s Vic-
tory Day speech was
marked by the accu-
sation that NATO
created tensions along its bor-
der with Ukraine to justify the
Russian invasion of its neigh-
bouring country. Justifying the
invasion as “the only right deci-
sion” Putin alleged that the
West was creating tension along
the border and was not prepared
to listen to Russia. He, however,
stopped short of formally de-
claring a war on Ukraine. Putin
has blamed the West for indi-
rectly waging a war against
Moscow earlier too.
He also refrained from using
the word “war” for the ongoing
action in Ukraine and instead
called it “a special military op-
eration”. Putin said that his
forces were fighting the neo-
Nazis to defend the “Mother-
land”. Another notable part of
the speech was that Putin did
not repeat his threat of using
nuclear weapons.
The full import of Putin’s
speech is still unclear. Although
he was careful with his choice
of words there was no hint of
cessation of hostilities.
TOP TWEETS
R
conomic crisis in
Sri Lanka came to
a head with PM
Mahinda Raja-
paksa submitting
his resignation to President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, his
brother, amid clashes be-
tween hundreds of protest-
ers and supporters of the Sri
Lankan government. Former
Sri Lankan cricketer Kumar
Sangakkara blamed Mahin-
da for the violence “perpe-
trated by …goons  thugs
who came to your office first
before going on to assault
peaceful protesters.” It was a
reminder of violence at Cap-
itol Hill at the behest of Cap-
itol Hill.
Mahinda had earlier re-
fused to step down. It follows
the declaration of emergency
in the island nation by Gota-
baya. His decision on Mon-
day is unlikely to bring calm
to the country which is on the
brink of bankruptcy. Gota-
baya, whose resignation is
also being demanded by the
people, has invited opposi-
tion parties to form an all-
party government.
In the meantime there is
little hope in sight for coun-
try’s economy. It has sus-
pended repayment of foreign
debt and its foreign currency
level has shrunk drastically.
Its foreign debt totals US $ 51
billion and this year it has to
repay US $ 7 billion in foreign
loans. The World Bank had
warned that ‘urgent policy
measures to address the high
levels of debt  reduce fiscal
deficit,  mitigate the ad-
verse impacts on the poor 
vulnerable” were needed.
Despite the warning, the govt
failed to check the slide lead-
ing to acute food, fuel  med-
icine shortages culminating
in widespread protests and
finally Mahinda’s resigna-
tion. Gotabaya now has to
win the opposition’s trust to
find a way forward.
LANKA PM QUITS,
CRISIS REMAINS
Mahinda Rajapaksa had
earlier refused to step
down. It follows the
declaration of emergency
in the island nation by
Gotabaya. His decision
on Monday is unlikely to
bring calm to the
country which is on the
brink of bankruptcy
E
The Billionaire Raj?
UBAI – Several reports in the
last few months have sound-
ed the alarm about growing
income and wealth inequali-
ty in India. The statistics
cited are not wrong, but they
are incomplete. And they
have produced sensational,
but misleading, news stories.
For example, an article
based on Oxfam’s recent “In-
equality Kills” report notes:
“India has the third-highest
number of billionaires in
the world.” The story points
out that India has 142 billion-
aires but ignores that India
has 1.4 billion people. Only
one in ten million Indians is
a billionaire, whereas such
“billionaire density” is eight
in Russia, three in Brazil,
more than four in China,
and 22 in the United States.
Likewise, while “India has
more billionaires than
France, Sweden, and Swit-
zerland combined,” in terms
of billionaire density, these
three countries together
have 18 times more billion-
aires than India.
It should come as no sur-
prise that rich countries
have more billionaires rela-
tive to their populations than
poor countries do. For a
more accurate comparison,
consider billionaire density
in middle-income countries.
Relative to the world’s top 20
middle-income economies,
India ranks quite low. Coun-
tries like Brazil, Malaysia,
and Thailand have a far
greater number of billion-
aires relative to their size.
Oxfam is not the only or-
ganization to point out In-
dia’s wealth gap. In Decem-
ber, the World Inequality Re-
port 2022, the flagship publi-
cation of the World Inequal-
ity Lab at the Paris School of
Economics, included India
among the world’s most une-
qual countries. This re-
search, coordinated by lead-
ing economists, fuelled sen-
sational headlines – “Poor
Country with Affluent Elite,
India Is Going Nowhere,” or,
even worse, “How Hindu Na-
tionalism Enables India’s
Slide into Inequality” – that
turned the topic into a do-
mestic political issue.
To be sure, both income
and wealth inequality have
increased in India in recent
years. According to the World
Inequality Report, the rich-
est 10% of Indians account
for 57.1% of all income, com-
pared to only 13.2% for the
poorest half. And wealth in-
equality is more pronounced.
The poorest half of the Indi-
an population possesses just
5.9% of the country’s total
wealth, whereas the richest
10% controls 64.7%.
But do these figures really
support the claim that India
is one of the world’s most un-
equal countries?
There are exciting chang-
es coming to PS, and we
want to make sure they re-
flect your needs and prefer-
ences. Share your feedback
today to help us to deliver
the best possible experience
to readers like you.
Although India’s poorest
half holds a small percentage
of the country’s total wealth,
itsmembersarestillbetteroff
than their peers in most coun-
tries. Whereas India ranks
67th among the world’s 100
largest economies in terms of
income earned by the poorest
50%, it ranks 17th in terms of
the percentage of wealth held
by the poorest half.
In any case, statistics that
compare the top 10% and bot-
tom 50%, while easy to com-
prehend, are not the only
measures of inequality. Cal-
culated from the World Ine-
quality Report data, India’s
Gini coefficient – a widely
used indicator that ranges
from 0, indicating perfect
equality, to 1, for perfect ine-
quality – is 0.6 for income in-
equality and 0.7 for wealth
inequality. Compared to the
largest 100 economies of the
world, India lies in the mid-
dle for wealth inequality and
among the top 20 for income
inequality
.
On balance, India is no
paragon of egalitarianism,
but nor is it one of the world’s
most unequal countries.
A more fundamental ques-
tion is whether India should
continue to focus on econom-
ic growth to reduce poverty,
even if it increases inequali-
ty. The answer, according to
the Indian government’s
2020-21 economic survey is,
unsurprisingly, an unquali-
fied yes. The government is
betting that a rising tide lifts
all boats, and the facts seem
to support this maxim.
In the decade from 2006 to
2016, the Indian economy av-
eraged 7.6% annual growth
– one of the fastest ten-year
expansions in the country’s
history
. Concurrent with that
growth was an increase in
inequality: the share of in-
come going to the richest
10% increased from 47.8% to
57.1%, while the share of the
poorest half declined from
16.1% to 13.1%. But, over the
same period, the number of
people living in multidimen-
sional poverty – a broad
measure covering health,
education, and standard of
living – decreased from 642
million to 370 million.
Although the COVID-19
pandemic reversed some of
these gains, a recent working
paper by the National Bu-
reau of Economic Research
shows that income inequali-
ty in India declined. Richer
Indians experienced a steep-
er drop in income than poor-
er ones, as their businesses
were most affected by the
economic downturn. And de-
mand for the kind of service-
sector jobs held by wealthier
Indians fell sharply. The In-
ternational Monetary Fund
forecasts 24% growth for the
Indian economy in 2021-23,
which one hopes will reduce
both poverty and inequality
.
The relationship between
economic growth, poverty,
and inequality is complex,
and the forces that influence
it in richer countries may
not be at play in India. Eco-
nomic growth has lifted
more than 250 million Indi-
ans out of poverty in a rela-
tively short time. As a result,
inequality has increased –
but not to levels that should
trigger alarm bells.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
Source: www.project-syndicate.org
D
AMIT TYAGI
The writer is
Chief Risk Officer of Zand
A more fundamental
question is whether India
should continue to focus on
economic growth to reduce
poverty, even if it increases
inequality. The answer,
according to Indian
government’s 2020-21
economic survey is,
unsurprisingly, an
unqualified yes. The govt is
betting that a rising tide
lifts all boats.
As India’s economy
continues its upward
growth trajectory,
wealth and income
inequality have become
more pronounced. But the
country remains less
unequal than many of its
peers, and rising
inequality may be a small
price to pay for the
overall reduction in
poverty.
 


	5. To Receive Free  Newspaper
PDF Daily
Whatsapp:
http://bit.ly/whatsappdelhi
Telegram:
https://t.me/firstindianewdelhi
Click the above link☝  subscribe us on your
preferred platform.
 


	6. INDIA
NEW DELHI |  TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2022
05
www.firstindia.co.in I www.firstindia.co.in/epapers/delhi I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia
New Delhi (ANI): The
severe cyclonic storm
Asani is likely to re-
curve over the sea away
from the coast, and
would not cross Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, or
West Bengal, India Me-
teorological Depart-
ment (IMD) Senior Sci-
entist RK Jenamani
said on Monday
.
At present, Mr
Jenamani said that the
cyclonic storm is locat-
ed around 450 and 500
km south of Visakhapa-
tnam and Puri.
“This system is a se-
vere cyclonic storm at
the moment. It is mov-
ing in a northwest di-
rection with a speed of
around 21 to 25 km in
the last 12 hours. This
will continue to move. It
is moving towards
north coastal Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha,”
he said, adding that
from tomorrow on-
wards, it will recurve.
The meteorological
department has predict-
ed heavy to very heavy
isolated rainfall from
May 10 to May 11 over
the district of north
coastalAndhraPradesh
like East Godavari, Vi-
jayawada and Vi-
sakhapatnam, Srikaku-
lam and the coastal dis-
trict of Odisha.
Asani moving towards Andhra, Odisha
TO RECURVE
lll
Under the
influence of
Asani, some
coastal districts
of Odisha are
expected to
receive heavy
rainfall from
May 10
onwards
France to work with India’s
initiatives in space, defence
Both sides welcomed ongoing cooperation across all defence domains
New Delhi (ANI): In-
dia and France agreed
to work in close prox-
imity in line with the
Make in India initia-
tives to address chal-
lenges related to space
issues, besides having
deeper ties in climate
change and defence-re-
lated matters.
Building on a great
tradition of over 60
years of technical and
scientific space coop-
eration, and in order to
address the contempo-
rary challenges that
have arisen in space, in
particular maintaining
secure access to space
for all, India and France
have agreed on setting
up a bilateral strategic
dialogue on space is-
sues during Indian PM
Narendra Modi’s recent
visit to France.
“It will bring togeth-
er experts from space
and defence agencies,
administration and
specialised ecosystem
to discuss security and
economic challenges in
outer space, the norms
and principles applica-
ble to space as well as
unveil new areas of co-
operation. The two
sides agreed to hold the
first dialogue this year
at the earliest,” the
joint statement re-
vealed.
During the meeting
between PM Modi and
French President Em-
manuel Macron, both
sides welcomed the on-
going intense coopera-
tion across all defence
domains. Joint exercis-
es (Shakti, Varuna,
Pegase, Desert Knight,
Garuda) illustrate ef-
forts towards better in-
tegration and interop-
erability wherever
possible.
SYNERGY IN TIES
PM Narendra Modi with French President Emmanuel Macron.
Anchored boats on the shore after IMD issued an alert for coastal
states regarding Cyclone Asani, in Puri.  —PHOTO BY PTI
Top court stays proceedings
in HCs on IT Rules 2021
New Delhi (PTI): The
Supreme Court on Mon-
day stayed further pro-
ceedings before the
high courts in matters
involving challenges to
the Information Tech-
nology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code)
Rules 2021 or Cable TV
Networks (Amend-
ment) Rules 2021.
A bench of Justices A
M Khanwilkar and AS
Oka passed the order
while hearing a batch
of petitions, including
those raising the issue
of hate speech and seek-
ing regulations for OTT
(Over the top) plat-
forms.
“We direct stay of fur-
ther proceedings pend-
ing before the high
courts in the respective
cases or to be filed here-
after until the next date
of hearing involving a
challengetotheITRules
or Cable TV (Amend-
ment) Rules, which are
the subject matter of
proceedings in these
cases,” the bench said
and posted the matter
for hearing on May 19.
Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre, told
the bench that there are
several petitions in the
matter pending before
the apex court.
“Can your lordships
consider granting stay
so far as transfer peti-
tions are concerned so
that no further orders
are passed,” Mehta
said. The bench also is-
sued notices on the peti-
tions before it in which
notices were not yet is-
sued.
PM pays tributes
to Tagore, Pratap,
Gokhale on their
birth anniversary
NewDelhi(PTI):Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday paid
tributes to Ra-
bindranath Tagore on
his birth anniversary,
saying he continues to
inspire millions in
thought and action.
Modi also paid hom-
age to freedom fighter
Gopal Krishna Gokhale
and the brave Mewar
king Maharana Pratap
on their birth anniver-
saries.
RememberingTagore,
born in 1861 and a man
of many talents, Modi
said, “I bow to Gurudev
Tagore on his Jayanti.
In thought and action,
he continues to inspire
millions of people. He
taught us to be proud
of our nation, culture
and ethos. He empha-
sised on education,
learning and social em-
powerment.”
Congress having links with
‘left extremist forces’: FM
Chennai: Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sithara-
man attacked the Con-
gress party, alleging
that it was having links
with left-wing extrem-
ist forces who would
pose a threat to the uni-
ty of the country
.
Addressing the 52nd
Annual Day celebra-
tions of Tamil weekly
magazine ‘Thuglak’,
she said the ruling BJP
was bringing in a
“transfor mational
change” in the country
with its policies and the
economy was growing
fast despite the impact
of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. Targeting the Con-
gress, Sitharaman said,
“Even those places
where the late prime
ministers Indira Gan-
dhi or Rajiv Gandhi
would tread (careful-
ly)...(Congress leader)
Rahul Gandhi goes and
stands next to them —
left extremist forces
who can break the unity
of the country. They
(Congress) are doing
absentee politics.
Continuing her ti-
rade, Sitharaman said,
“Congress was involv-
ing itself in absentee
politics and what we
needed was a Congress-
mukt Bharat.... They
(Congress) have done
blunders, corruption,
2G scam, and were also
involved in dynastic
politics.”
New Delhi: The Delhi Police has registered a case
against an author based on a complaint by a 32-year-
old woman who accused him of raping her for 10 years
under the pretext of marriage, police said on Monday.
The FIR was lodged at Timarpur Police Station in the
national capital on the basis of the complaint of the
woman who hails from Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh. In
her complaint, the woman said she has been living on
rent in Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi for the last 10 years and
is preparing for UPSC examination. According to the
FIR, about 10 years ago she met the Sahitya Akademi
award-winning writer on a social media platform and
become friends. In her complaint, she referred to an
incident when he allegedly abused and beat her up.
Thane: The National Lok Adalat held in Thane recently
ordered a total settlement of over `68 lakh to two
widows, whose husbands died on the same day in road
accidents in Maval and Thane, an
official said on Monday. The NLA
was held on Saturday, and in the
first case Sarika Thorat (32) was
awarded compensation of `36.95
lakh for the death of her husband
Anand, an electrician, in a road
accident in Maval on June 26 last year, the official said.
In the second case, Shabana Ansari (40) was awarded
`31.50 lakh for the death of her husband Mohammad
Salim Ansari in a road accident in Thane on June 26
last year. The highest compensation of `75 lakh was
awarded to one Bhavana Rajput whose husband Chetan
died in a road accident on Eastern Express Highway.
Chandigarh: The Border Security Force (BSF) has
shot down a drone coming from Pakistan, which
was carrying heroin, in Pun-
jab’s Amritsar, said the force
on Monday. The BSF said it
recovered nine packets of her-
oin from the drone, thwarting
a smuggling bid from across
the border. “Frontier #BSF
troops foiled another smuggling attempt through
Pak drone. Vigilant BSF troops fired at the drone
coming from Pak  brought it down. Drone carrying
9 packets suspected to be #Heroin (10.670Kgs) in
a bag were also recovered,” said the BSF (Punjab
Frontier) in a tweet.
AWARD-WINNING DELHI AUTHOR ACCUSED
OF RAPING WOMAN FOR 10 YEARS
`68 LAKH COMPENSATION FOR 2 WIDOWS
WHOSE HUSBANDS DIED IN ACCIDENTS
PUNJAB: BSF SHOOTS DOWN PAK DRONE
CARRYING HEROIN ALONG BORDER
CRUCIAL READ
India should stop ‘regulatory assault’:
Chinese state media on Xiaomi row
New Delhi: India
should stop its “regula-
tory assault” on Chi-
nese companies, state-
backed Chinese news-
paper Global Times
said, after smartphone
maker Xiaomi Corp al-
leged threats of “physi-
cal violence” in Indian
investigations.
Reuters reported on
Saturday that Xiaomi
had told an Indian court
that its top executives
faced threats and coer-
cion during question-
ing by an Indian agency
investigating illegal re-
mittances. The agency,
the Enforcement Direc-
torate, called the allega-
tions “untrue and base-
less”.
Citing the story, the
Global Times in an
opinion piece late on
Sunday said the uncer-
tainty surrounding Xi-
aomi’s “regulatory pre-
dicament should raise a
red flag for India” and
asked New Delhi to stop
its “regulatory assault
onChinesecompanies”.
“The impression that
Chinese and other for-
eign companies could
be intentionally target-
ed and suppressed isn’t
something good or fa-
vourable for India,” it
said.
Modi announces
`2 lakh aid for
those killed in
Telangana mishap
New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Monday condoled the
death of nine people
who were killed in a
road accident in
Kamareddy district of
Telangana and an-
nounced an ex-gratia of
`2 lakh each to the next
of relatives of the dead.
PM Modi also an-
nounced a compensa-
tion of `50,000 for those
injured in the accident.
The PMO, in a tweet,
said, “Distressed by the
loss of lives due to an
accident in Kamareddy,
Telangana. Condolenc-
es to the bereaved fami-
lies and prayers with
the injured.
CHALLENGE TO IT RULES
HC denies bail to four
accused in Kheri case
Lucknow (Agencies):
The Lucknow bench of
the Allahabad High
Court on Monday de-
nied bail to the four
prime accused in the
October 2021 Lakhim-
pur Kheri violence case.
The bench of Justice
D.K Singh, while reject-
ing bail of Ankit Das,
Lavkush, Sumit Jaiswal
and Shishupal, ob-
served that the incident
might not have oc-
curred if the Union
Minister of State for
Home did not make al-
leged utterances threat-
ening farmers to chase
them out of the district.
The court said politi-
cal persons should not
make irresponsible
statements because
they are expected to
conduct themselves in
accordance with their
status and the dignity
of office they hold.
It also emphasised
that lawmakers cannot
be seen as lawbreakers,
and it is difficult to be-
lieve that the Deputy
CM of the state was
unaware that provi-
sions of Section 144
CrPC were clamped and
any assembly or gather-
ing was prohibited.
 —FILE PHOTO
Fill posts of chairman,
member in tax body in
6 weeks: HC to Centre
Jyotiraditya Scindia to probe case
barring divyang kid to board flight
New Delhi (PTI): The
Delhi High Court has
directed the Centre to
complete within six
weeks the process of ap-
pointment of Chair-
man and a Member for
the Principal Bench of
the Customs, Central
Excise and Service Tax
Settlement Commis-
sion.
It further said that
the process of appoint-
ment of Vice-Chairman
and one member for the
additional bench of the
Commission at Mum-
bai be completed within
six weeks.
The Delhi High Court
was hearing a petition
by Yashpal Singh alleg-
ing that the Centre has
failed to appoint mem-
bers as required by law
in the Settlement Com-
missions established
under Central Excise
Act, which is increas-
ing the pendency of ap-
plications.
New Delhi (ANI): Un-
ion Civil Aviation Min-
ister Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia on Monday said that
he himself will investi-
gate the alleged inci-
dent of IndiGo airlines,
which barred an adoles-
cent child with special
needs from boarding
a plane along with
his parents at the
Ranchi airport on
Saturday
.
The Union
Minister said
that there is
z e r o - t o l e r-
ance for such
behaviour and appro-
priate action will be
taken. “There is zero
tolerance towards such
behaviour. No human
being should have to go
through this! Investi-
gating the matter by
myself, post which ap-
propriate action will be
taken,” he said in a
tweet.
A social media post
on Sunday alleged the
staff of IndiGo airlines
barred an adolescent
with special needs from
boarding a plane along
with his parents at the
Ranchi airport on Sat-
urday
. “The Indigo staff
announced that the
child would not be al-
lowed to take the flight.
MINISTERSPEAK
ED DENIES
XIAOMI’S
ALLEGATIONS
New Delhi: The ED
on Monday rejected
Xiaomi Technology
India Private Limited’s
allegations claiming
that statements of its
officials were taken
under coercion. The
ED claimed that the al-
legations made by the
Chinese mobile manu-
facturing company
were “baseless”.
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
 


	7. BIZ BUZZ
NEW DELHI  | TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2022
06
www.firstindia.co.in I www.firstindia.co.in/epapers/delhi I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia
` plummets 60p to close at all-time low
DURING MONDAY’S TRADING, INDIAN RUPEE TOUCHED ITS LIFETIME LOW OF 77.52 AGAINST US$ BUT MANAGED TO SETTLE AT 77.50
Mumbai (PTI): The
rupee extended its loss-
es and slumped 60 paise
to close at a record low
of 77.50 (provisional)
against the US dollar
on Monday, pressured
by the strength of the
American currency
overseas and unabated
foreign fund outflows.
Forex traders said
risk appetite has weak-
ened amid mounting
concerns about infla-
tion that may trigger
more aggressive rate
hikes by global central
banks.
At the interbank for-
eign exchange market,
the rupee opened lower
at 77.17 against the
greenback, and finally
settled for the day at
77.50, down 60 paise
over its previous close.
During the trading
session, the rupee
touched its lifetime low
of 77.52.
On Friday, the rupee
had slumped 55 paise to
close at 76.90.
In the last two trad-
ing sessions, the rupee
has lost 115 paise
against the greenback.
“Indian Rupee spot
plunged to record lows,
tracking weakness in
Asian peers amid a
stronger dollar index
and surging treasury
yields in the US. Equity
markets witnessed
sharp sell off as real
rates in US turned pos-
itive and investors
turned risk averse eval-
uating the need for a
higher rate hike to
tame the inflation go-
ing forward,” said
Royce Vargheese Jo-
seph - Research Ana-
lyst - Currency and En-
ergy, Anand Rathi
Shares and Stock Bro-
kers.
Joseph further said
“elevated crude prices
and rising domestic in-
flation, well above
RBI’s upper band,
might prompt further
FII selling from domes-
tic securities. Mean-
while, RBI’s off cycle
meeting on 4th May did
little to strengthen the
Rupee. Going forward,
we might see the rupee
spot weakening to-
wards 77.8 levels.”
The dollar index,
which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six
currencies, was trad-
ing 0.33% higher at 104,
tracking rising US
yields amid fears about
higher interest rates.
HIGHS  LOWS
Sensex extends losses amid
globalweakness;RILtumbles
Mumbai (PTI): Eq-
uity benchmarks be-
gan the week on a
downbeat note on
Monday, weighed by
heavy selling in mar-
ket heavyweight Re-
liance Industries and
persisting weakness
in global bourses.
Slipping for the
second straight ses-
sion, the 30-share
BSE Sensex shed
364.91 points or 0.67%
to close at 54,470.67.
Similarly, the NSE
Nifty tumbled 109.40
points or 0.67% to
end at 16,301.85.
RIL was the top
drag on the Sensex
pack, dropping
3.97%, after the com-
pany’s March quar-
ter earnings failed to
cheer investors.
The oil-to-telecom
conglomerate had on
Friday reported a
22.5% annual rise in
net profit for the
March quarter at
`16,203 crore. Net
profit, however, fell
12.6% sequentially --
breaking a six-quar-
ter chain of quarter-
on-quarter improve-
ment. IndusInd
Bank, Nestle India,
Tata Steel, Tech Ma-
hindra, SBI, HUL
and ITC were among
the other major lag-
gards, losing as much
as 2.97%.
Debt MFs see ` 1.2
lakh crore outflow
New Delhi (PTI): Mu-
tual funds focused on
investing in fixed-in-
come securities saw
an outflow of `1.2
crore in the March
2022 quarter on mas-
sive withdrawal from
segments, such as liq-
uid, short duration,
and corporate bond
funds, a report by
Morningstar India
said on Monday
.
This has taken the
net outflow from the
category to `68,471
crore in 2021-22 com-
pared to the net inflow
of `2.3 lakh crore in
the preceding finan-
cial year.
The debt MF catego-
ry had registered an
infusion of `21,277
crore in the December
2021 quarter.
Out of the 16 fixed-
income or debt fund
categories, 15 wit-
nessed net outflows
during the quarter
ended March 2022.
Only the overnight
fund segment saw a
fund infusion of Rs
7,802 crore during the
quarter under review.
According to the re-
port, debt funds saw
net outflows to the
tune of `1.15 lakh
crore in March, and
`8,274 crore in Feb,
whereas Jan saw net
inflows of `5,087 crore.
Jan Suraksha schemes bring insurance,
pension within reach of common man: FM
New Delhi (PTI): Fi-
nance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman on Mon-
day said the three Jan
Suraksha schemes —
Pradhan Mantri Jee-
van Jyoti Bima Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Surak-
sha Bima Yojana and
Atal Pension Yojana --
have brought insur-
ance and pension with-
in the reach of the com-
mon man.
The number of peo-
ple who have enrolled
and benefitted from the
above schemes over the
last seven years is a tes-
timony to their success,
she said on the occasion
of 7th anniversary of
the launch of the three
socialsecurityschemes.
These schemes were
launched by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
May 9, 2015.
“Under PMJJBY, a
cumulative number of
12.76 crore persons have
enrolled since incep-
tion for life cover and
families of 5,76,121 per-
sons have received
claims for Rs 11,522
crore under the scheme.
The scheme has proved
extremely useful for
low-income households
during pandemic as in
FY21, almost 50%
claims paid out were
due to COVID-19
deaths,” she said.
Major changes were
brought in the claim
settlement process for
quick and easy settle-
ment of claims during
the pandemic and these
changes brought in for
easy settlement of
claims are still contin-
uing.
Since the beginning
of the pandemic i.E.,
April 1, 2020 till Febru-
ary 23, 2022, total 2.10
lakh claims amounting
to `4,194.28 crore were
paid with a settlement
rate of 99.72 per cent,
she said.
The Finance Minis-
ter said that in a similar
spirit, 28.37 crore indi-
viduals have enrolled
for accident cover since
the launch of Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana (PMSBY) and an
amount of Rs 1,930
crore has been paid to-
wards 97,227 claims.
While Pradhan Man-
tri Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana (PMJJBY) of-
fers life insurance cov-
er of `2 lakh, PMSBY
offers accidental death
or total permanent dis-
ability cover of `2 lakh
and permanent partial
disability cover of Rs 1
lakh.
With regard to Atal
Pension Yojana (APY),
she said, more than 4
crore people have al-
ready subscribed to the
pension scheme.
BIG SUCCESS
Ind-Ra revises up
comm realty outlook
Mumbai (PTI): Do-
mestic ratings agency
India Ratings on Mon-
day revised up its out-
look on the commer-
cial realty for FY23,
saying the full resump-
tion in the economic
activities can revive
demand for the sector.
The outlook has
been raised to “im-
proving” for FY23,
from “neutral” in
FY22, anticipating an
improvement in per-
formance, the agency
said. It said the impact
of the third Covid
wave has receded and
the relaxation in COV-
ID-19 restrictions has
led to resumption of
offices in the hybrid
mode and retail spaces
opening steadily,
which will lead to a
gradual recovery and
growth of the sector.
Agency said it ex-
pects a 10-15% jump in
office leasing in FY23.
NEW OUTLOOK
Skoda drives in Kushaq
Monte Carlo edition
New Delhi (PTI):
Skoda Auto India on
Monday said it has
launched Monte Carlo
edition of its mid-
sized SUV Kushaq,
priced between `15.99
lakh and `19.49 lakh
(ex-showroom).
Monte Carlo edition
celebrates company’s
rally and motorsport
pedigree and the suc-
cess of its India 2.0
strategy. The Kushaq
Monte Carlo comes in
‘tornado red’ and ‘can-
dy white’ colours.
MG Motor India
crosses 1lakh
cumulative sales
New Delhi (PTI): MG
Motor India said it
has crossed 1 lakh
cumulative sales mile-
stones in India since
the launch of its first
vehicle. The company,
which started selling
its vehicles with the
launch of Hector SUV
in June 2019, has a
portfolio including the
electric SUV, ZS EV,
premium SUV Gloster
 compact SUV Astor.
UPL SETTLES CASE WITH SEBI;
PAYS `19.5 LAKH
New Delhi (PTI): UPL Ltd has settled with
the capital markets regulator Sebi a case
pertaining to alleged failure to modify the
terms of appointment
of the auditor of its
subsidiary. The compa-
ny settled the proceed-
ings initiated against it
after paying `19.5 lakh
towards settlement charges. “The instant
adjudication proceedings initiated against the
noticee (UPL) vide SCN (show cause notice)
dated Sept 3, 2021 are disposed of,” Sebi
said in a settlement order passed on Friday.
LIC IPO: QIB PORTION FULLY
SUBSCRIBED ON LAST DAY
New Delhi (PTI): Shares reserved for
Qualified Institutional Buyers (QIB), including
banks and mutual funds in the LIC’s public
offer were subscribed
fully on Monday
morning, taking the
overall subscription
of the issue to a little
over 2 times. Against
3,95,31,236 reserved, 4,61,62,185 bids were
received, reflecting a subscription of 1.17
times, according to data posted on stock
exchanges at 12:12 pm. Non institutional in-
vestors’ portion was subscribed 1.38 times.
‘Adoption of proven tech, economic
viability key to successful projects’
New Delhi (PTI): Road transport and high-
ways minister Nitin Gadkari on Monday said
that proven technology, economic viability,
availability of raw
material and effective
marketing are neces-
sary for successful
completion of projects.
Gadkari further said the
cost of construction in the road sector has
to be reduced and quality of construction
has to be improved. Gadkari noted that due
to various reasons there is hesitancy in the
system to adopt proven technology.
India allows additional 2,051 MT raw
sugar exports to US under TRQ
New Delhi (PTI): The government has
permitted additional export of 2,051 metric
tonne of raw sugar under the TRQ to Amer-
ica for the US fiscal year ending September
30, 2022, according to DGFT. TRQ is a
quota for a volume of exports that enter the
US at relatively low tariffs. After the quota is
reached, a higher tariff applies to additional
imports. “Additional quantity of 2,051 MT
of raw sugar, for export to the US, under
TRQ up to September 30, 2022, has been
notified,” DGFT has said in a public notice.
New UK India Industry Taskforce
launched to facilitate free trade deal
London (PTI): A new UK India Industry
Taskforce, a joint commission to increase
cross-industry collaboration and push the
UK-India Free Trade Agreement (FTA) over
the line, was launched on Monday. The
Confederation of British Industry (CBI) and
the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)
have created the new taskforce as part of a
memorandum of understanding to provide
a “critical forum” for discussion to ensure
the FTA works to the benefit of businesses
in both countries.
Yatra sees 90% pre-Covid level hotel bookings
New Delhi (PTI): On-
line travel services
provider Yatra on
Monday said it has
reached 90% of pre-
Covid level hotel book-
ings and the upswing
continues with the re-
turn of travel normal-
cy following relaxation
of pandemic-related
restrictions and the re-
cent restarting of
scheduled internation-
al flights after two
years.
The arrival of the
summer travel season
coupled with the eas-
ing of restrictions has
once again strength-
ened the travel confi-
dence amongst people,
Yatra said in a state-
ment.
After spending two
consecutive summers
in lockdown, 2022 will
be seen as the first
summer season where-
in people will be able to
travel without any re-
strictions and appre-
hension, it added.
Yatra said with the
resumption of interna-
tionalflights(onMarch
27) and travellers’ con-
fidence returning, it
has observed an aver-
age increase in domes-
tic flight bookings by
85% and international
flight bookings by 95%
of pre-Covid levels.
While people prefer
varied options for ac-
commodation, this
summer season 80% of
bookings are observed
for hotels and 20% for
alternate accommoda-
tions such as villas, cot-
tages and homestays,
among others, the com-
pany said.
Places like Ladakh,
Himachal Pradesh,
the Northeast and
Kashmir are the lead-
ing domestic destina-
tions that people are
preferring to travel
and explore, the com-
pany said. As for in-
ternational destina-
tions, Paris, Switzer-
land, Thailand, Singa-
pore, Bali, Dubai, and
Mauritius are most
preferred ones this
summer.
Places like Ladakh, Himachal, the Northeast and
Kashmir are the leading domestic destinations
that people are preferring to travel and explore
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AsPILdigsuppastafresh,ASI
hadjunkedclaimoverTajMahal
Controversy over Taj Mahal has
finally landed in the Lucknow HC
The “chambers”, which petitioner opened,
are actually forming the platform on building
First India Bureau
Lucknow: The dec-
ades-old controversy
over the history of Taj
Mahal has finally land-
ed in the Lucknow
bench of High Court
for its archeological ad-
judication. These
“chambers”, which pe-
titioner has sought to
be opened, are actually
forming the platform
on which the actual
building rests. The
structure is situated on
a reclining piece of
land besides the river.
According to histori-
cal evidences from
Shah Jahan’s reign the
historians have gath-
ered information as to
how the foundations
were laid to give a firm
base to the superstruc-
tures, especially on
river fronts. According
to historian Prof Ali
Nadeem Rezavi of Ali-
garh Muslim Universi-
ty “at the time of laying
the foundation, the
chief architects the
Muhandis and/or the
mimar first chalked
out the plan on the
ground and then dig-
gers excavated the
foundations to the con-
siderable depths. The
foundations of Taj Ma-
hal were built on stone
and watertight mortar-
Saruj.”
Irrespective of re-
peated claims that it
was Shiva temple and
later converted into
“Taj Mahal” the mau-
soleum is a perfectly
symmetrical original
monument represent-
ing the finest architec-
tural and artistic
achievements through
excellent craftsman-
ship and perfect har-
mony in the design. Its
foundation, in particu-
lar, was a herculean
task to build as in those
days cloggy soil was
usually avoided for
construction due to its
unpredictable nature.
It is indeed surpris-
ing that at time when
Taj Mahal has already
been recognized as
“seven wonders” of the
world and a world her-
itage site by UNESCO
in 1983, some forces are
at work to continuously
denigrate it and put-
ting the India’s rich
cultural history to
shame.
A view of the seven wonders of the world Taj Mahal.  —FILE PHOTO
In February 2018
the Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India
had tried to set the
controversy at rest
by filing an affidavit
in Agra court in
which the agency
made it clear that
Taj Mahal was a
tomb of Emperor
Shah Jahan and his
wife Mumtaz Mahal
and that claims that
it was actually a
Shiva temple “Tejo
Mahalaya” was
imaginary.
Court directs Rana
couple to appear before
it on Mumbai police
First India Bureau
Mumbai: A special
court here on Monday
issued a notice to inde-
pendent MP Navneet
Rana and her MLA-
husband Ravi Rana,
accused in a sedition
case following a row
over recitation of Ha-
numan Chalisa, and
asked them to appear
before it on May 18,
pursuant to an appli-
cation filed by the
Mumbai police urging
for their bail to be can-
celled.
The police sought
that the couple’s bail
be cancelled on the
ground that they had
allegedly violated one
of the conditions im-
posed by the special
court while granting
them bail last week.
Special Judge R N
Rokade on Monday
briefly heard special
public prosecutor
Pradip Gharat and
then issued a notice
and directed the Rana
couple to appear be-
fore it on May 18.
“Issue notice to the
respondents to appear
before this court on
May 18,” the court
said. Navneet Rana,
the Lok Sabha mem-
ber from Amravati in
Maharashtra, and her
husband Ravi Rana,
the MLA from Bad-
nera in Amravati,
were arrested by the
Mumbai police on
April 23 after they an-
nounced that they
would recite the Hanu-
man Chalisa outside
CM Uddhav Thacker-
ay’s private residence
‘Matoshree’ in Bandra
area here. They were
booked on charges of
sedition and prompt-
ing enmity between
different groups. The
special court had on
May 4 granted bail to
the couple and im-
posed some conditions
onthem,includingnot
to indulge in a similar
offence and not to
speak to the media.
 —With PTI inputs
New Delhi (PTI): The
Delhi High Court Mon-
day expressed its con-
cern over the scene show-
ing the sex determina-
tion of a foetus in the
trailer of Ranveer Singh-
starrer Jayeshbhai Jor-
daar' and told the makers
of the film that the illegal
practice can't be trivial-
ised or shown to be done
in a routine manner.
A bench headed by
Acting Chief Justice Vi-
pin Sanghi, which was
hearing a PIL seeking
deletion of the scene
from the movie, asked
Yash Raj Films to show
it the relevant portions
of the movie and said
that the overall mes-
sage may be good but it
cannot be projected that
pregnant woman can be
taken to any clinic with
a sonogram machine to
find the sex of the foe-
tus. You take instruc-
tions otherwise we will
have to stay, said the
bench, also comprising
Navin Chawla, after
watching the trailer of
the film scheduled to be
released on May 13.
You see there is noth-
ing to show that the
lady is taken clandes-
tinely or that this is not
legal or actors are
aware (in the scene)
that it is an offence.
What is coming out is
that any pregnant wom-
an can be taken to a cen-
tre with a sonogram
machine and this can be
done in a routine man-
ner, said the court.
Jayeshbhai Jordaar: Sex determination can't be
trivialised, shown routinely, rules Delhi High Court
Independent MP Navneet Rana (L) and MLA Ravi Rana (R)
being showered with flower petals at their residence in New
Delhi on Monday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
A view of Delhi High Court.  —FILE PHOTO
THE VERDICT
Inquiry on to trace families of 6
Indians held trying to enter US
First India Bureau
Ahmedabad: The Guja-
rat police have started
an inquiry to trace the
families of six young In-
dian nationals, believed
to be natives of the state,
who were last week ar-
rested by the US border
authorities during a
failed attempt to be
smuggled into America
from Canada, an official
said on Monday
.
The six Indian nation-
als, all in the age group
of 19 to 21, were appre-
hended from a sinking
boat in the Saint Regis
river in Akwesasne, US,
close to the Canadian
border. We have learnt
that those six Indians
are natives of Mehsana
district. But, we don't
have any other informa-
tion about them. We
have launched an in-
quiry from our side and
started an exercise to
trace the families,
MehsanaDistrictSuper-
intendent of Police
Achal Tyagi said.
The US Customs and
Border Protection had
earlier said seven indi-
viduals were appre-
hended in connection
with a failed smuggling
attempt early Thursday
morning. Six of the
them, citizens of India,
were charged with
Improper Entry by Al-
ien in violation of the
US law.
The seventh person,
a US citizen, was
charged with Alien
Smuggling, which is a
felony and carries a
penalty of a fine and up
to 10 years in prison for
each violation.
 —With agency inputs
Somaiya's wife
files complaint
against Raut
Mumbai (PTI): The
wife of Maharashtra
BJP leader Kirit Somai-
ya on Monday filed a
written complaint
against Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Raut, accusing
him of making “mali-
cious and mischievous”
statements against her
in the media, a Mumbai
police official said.
Dr Medha Somaiya
claimed Raut had made
statements against her
with a mala fide inten-
tion while talking about
an alleged “toilet scam”
in mid-April. She filed
the complaint at the Mu-
lund (East) police sta-
tion, the official said.
She was accompanied
by her husband, a for-
mer Lok Sabha MP from
Mumbai, and son Neil
Somaiya at the time of
filing the complaint.
Congress
leader Bhatol
joins BJP
GUJARAT BJP,
AAP WORKERS
CLASH IN SURAT
A h m e d a b a d
(PTI): Former Gu-
jarat MLA and Con-
gress leader Vasant
Bhatol on Monday
joined the BJP at
the party's 'Ka-
malam' headquar-
ters in Gandhina-
gar. Bhatol had left
the BJP ahead of
the general elec-
tions in April 2019
and joined the Con-
gress after the oppo-
sition party had
givenhisfatherPar-
thiBhatolaticketto
contest Lok Sabha
polls from Banas-
kantha. Bhatol had
won the bypoll to
Danta Assembly
seat in Banaskan-
tha in 2009 as a BJP
candidate.
First India Bureau
Surat: BJP and AAP
workers clashed in
Sarthana locality of
Surat in Gujarat, after
which cross FIRs were
filed for rioting and un-
lawful assembly on the
complaints of both
sides, police said on
Monday.
An FIR was lodged
on Sunday against
some 25 BJP workers
for allegedly thrash-
ing Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) organisation
secretary Ram Dhad-
huk and six of his col-
leagues in Sarthana at
around 10:30pm on
Saturday, an official
said.
Gurugram (PTI): A
25-year-old sales con-
sultant accused a male
colleague of raping her
while she was asleep
after an office party,
police here said on
Monday.
An FIR has been reg-
istered at Sushant Lok
Police Station against
Satyam, the accused,
who is absconding,
they said.
According to the
woman's complaint, a
resident of Delhi, she
has been employed with
a private firm in Guru-
gram for the last five
months. She said she
was sexually exploited
by the accused on Satur-
day after an office party
when she was sleeping
over at another col-
league's place.
A pool party was or-
ganised at a Sector 49
hotel on Saturday
.
Tech helps NHA save `66.28 crore,
210 hospitals de-empanelled
New Delhi (PTI): Use
of technologies has
helped the National
Health Authority
(NHA) deter empan-
elled healthcare provid-
ers from committing
fraud while making a
saving of Rs 66.28 crore
since its inception in
September 2018, official
sources said on Monday
.
The Authority, the
apex body implement-
ing the Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY), also de-em-
panelled 210 hospitals
along with other puni-
tive actions, the sources
told PTI.
Right from inception
of the AB-PMJAY the
world’s largest publicly
funded health assur-
ance scheme the focus
and philosophy of the
NHAhasbeentheuseof
technologies in scheme
implementation.
These advanced tech-
niques are helping iden-
tifying instances of im-
personation or ineligi-
ble beneficiaries get-
ting enrolled in the
scheme against an eligi-
ble beneficiary
.
The apex body
implementing
the AB-PMJAY,
also de-
empanelled 210
hospitals along
with other
punitive actions
Man absconds after colleague accuses him of rape
Launch crackdown
against drug sellers,
Punjab CM to police
Kulwinder Bawa
Chandigarh: Punjab
Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann on Monday
ordered the state police
to launch a crackdown
against those involved
in selling narcotics and
asked it to take action
against any politician
found to be conniving
with the drug mafia.
Mann chaired a meet-
ing of the anti-drug spe-
cial task force team led
by its chief Harpreet
Sidhu here, said an offi-
cial release here.
Mann told police offi-
cials that neither politi-
ciansnorofficersshould
be spared if found con-
niving with the mafia.
He asked the officers
to work without any po-
litical pressure with a
focus on making Punjab
a drug-free state.
To my mind, some
police officers might
have been working ear-
lier under certain com-
pulsions but all officers
are not alike. However,
few drug peddlers
might be getting politi-
cal patronage in the
past but now this shall
not happen and all of
you should work fear-
lessly in a direction to
wipe out the slur of
drugs from the state,
he said.
Mannaskedthepolice
officers to arrest those
who are actually selling
drugs not the addicts as
they persons have al-
readybecomevictimsof
the drug mafia.
HEALTHY LIFE AHEAD
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Colombo (PTI): Sri
Lankan authorities on
Monday imposed a na-
tionwide curfew and
Army troops were de-
ployed in the capital af-
ter pro-government
groups attacked protest-
ers outside embattled
President Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa’s office, leaving
atleast78peopleinjured.
The violence oc-
curred following re-
ports that Mahinda Ra-
japaksa may offer to
stand down as Prime
Minister, as pressure
mounted on the embat-
tled government led by
his younger brother
and President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa to form an
interim administration
to overcome the worst
economic crisis facing
the country
.
Curfew was imposed
islandwide with imme-
diate effect until fur-
ther notice, a police
spokesperson was
quoted as saying by the
local media.
A military contingent
was deployed to the pro-
test site to assist law en-
forcement after clashes
between pro-govern-
ment and protestors at
MynaGoGama and Go-
taGoGama protest sites
left 78 people injured.
Sri Lanka is current-
ly in the throes of un-
precedented economic
turmoil since its inde-
pendence from Britain
in 1948. The crisis is
caused in part by a lack
of foreign currency,
which has meant that
the country cannot af-
ford to pay for imports
of staple foods and fuel,
leading to acute short-
ages and very high
prices.
Thousands of demon-
strators have hit the
streets across Sri Lanka
since April 9 seeking
resignation of Presi-
dent Gotabaya and
Prime Minister Mahin-
da, as the government
ran out of money for
vital imports; prices of
essential commodities
have skyrocketed and
there are acute short-
ages in fuel, medicines
and electricity supply
.
The Rajapaksa broth-
ers - President Gota-
baya and Prime Minis-
ter Mahinda - have so
far defied calls for their
resignation.
Meanwhile, Presi-
dent Gotabaya and
Prime Minister Mahin-
da have appealed to the
people to exercise re-
straint and remember
that violence only be-
gets violence, saying
the economic crisis
needs an economic so-
lution which his gov-
ernment is committed
to resolving.
“Strongly condemn
the violent acts taking
place by those inciting
 participating, irre-
spective of political al-
legiances. Violence
won’t solve the current
problems. I request all
citizens to remain calm
 exercise restraint. I
urge everyone to work
together in solving this
crisis,” the President
said in a tweet.
Noida (PTI): A fire-
cracker exploded and
triggered a small fire in
atentunderwhichsome
BJP leaders were seated
on a stage during a reli-
gious programme in
Greater Noida, prompt-
ing the local police to
launch a probe, officials
said on Monday
.
No individual was
hurt during the explo-
sion but panic had
gripped the crowd pre-
sent during the pro-
gramme, which was
wrapped up immediate-
ly in the wake of the in-
cident, the officials said.
Gautam Buddh Na-
gar MP Mahesh Shar-
ma, Aligarh MP Satish
Gautam and other BJP
leaders were on the
stage when the incident
took place around 9.30
pm on Sunday for the
culmination of the reli-
gious programme at the
Dauji temple in the Jew-
ar area of the district.
“Some VIPs guests
were also on the stage
for the culmination pro-
gramme. The local po-
lice had provided secu-
rity for the event while
some security person-
nel were present with
the VIP guests also,”
ADCP (Greater Noida)
Vishal Pandey said.
“Firecrackers were
being burst during the
programme in over ex-
citement. It was being
carried out by a person
hired for the job,” Pan-
dey said.
Anil Bhatt
Udhampur: The highly
sophisticated ‘Zen
ShootEdge’ corner shot
pistol weapon system
will be inducted by the
Jammu and Kashmir
Police for close combat
and 100 of these will be
delivered, according to
company officials.
It facilitates shooting
around corners and
over the top of walls,
without exposing the
person using the pistol,
they said.
Security officials
said that this modern
weapon will protect
members of anti-terror-
ist operation parties
from coming in direct
fire from terrorists in
close combat, which
mostly takes place in
congested and populat-
ed areas in Kashmir.
“Recently
, we have re-
ceived an order from the
Jammu and Kashmir
Police for (procurement
of) 100 such systems,”
Senior Manager Sales,
Zen Technologies,
Baljeet Singh, told PTI.
The weapon system
had been put on display
by Zen technologies at
the two-day Northern
Tech Symposium or-
ganised by the Indian
Army in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Udhampur
district to identify cut-
ting-edge technologies
it needs for solving op-
erational challenges.
The symposium ended
on Sunday
.
Singh said that it is
under manufacturing
and will be delivered to
the police force in the
next two to three
months period. “The
National Security
Guard (NSG) has pro-
cured it,” he added.
The ‘ShootEdge’ sys-
tem helps fire accurate-
ly in darkness and low
light conditions and
also facilitates firing
from standing, kneel-
ing, hip as well as lying
positions, officials of
the company said.
SRI LANKA IMPOSES NATIONWIDE CURFEW;
DEPLOYS ARMY IN COLOMBO AFTER CLASH
PRO-GOVT GROUPS ATTACK PROTESTERS OUTSIDE PREZ RAJAPAKSA’S OFFICE, LEAVING 78 INJURED
Anti-govt protesters help an injured fellow during a clash in Colombo, on Monday. —PHOTO BY PTI
TROUBLED TIMES
NIAnabsDawood’s
aide,HajiAliDargah
trusteeafterraids
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The NIA
on Monday detained
gangster Chhota
Shakeel’s aide Salim
Qureshi aka Salim
Fruit and a trustee of
Haji Ali Dargah in
Mumbai after con-
ducting raids at over
20 places here and in
adjoining Thane dis-
trict against associ-
ates of fugitive un-
derworld don Da-
wood Ibrahim.
The agency also
conducted a search
at the residence of
bookie-turned-build-
er Ajay Gosalia in
Borivali area here,
an official said.
The NIA picked up
Salim Qureshi, the
husband of Chhota
Shakeel’s sister-in-
law, from his resi-
dence in Bhendi
Bazar area of south
Mumbai, he said.
It also detained So-
hail Khandwani, the
trustee of the Haji
Ali Dargah and Ma-
him Dargah, from
his residence in Ma-
him area, the official
said.
A team of NIA of-
ficials also searched
Khandwani’s Ma-
him-based office, and
questioned a number
of people, including
builder Aslam Sora-
tia and beef exporter
Fareed Qureshi, he
said.  —With PTI inputs
Salim Fruit (c), an associate
of Dawood Ibrahim, in NIA
custody, in Mumbai.
DU resumes offline exams
with Essential Repeat exams
New Delhi (PTI):
The Delhi University
has resumed physical
mode of examination
after a gap of over two
years due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic by
conducting exams for
students with Essen-
tial Repeats (ERs) on
Monday
.
DS Rawat, DU Dean
of Examination, said
that exams for those
who could not attain
passing marks in one
or more subjects were
conducted “smoothly”
in all colleges. Though
examinations for ma-
jority of the courses
will begin from May
11, the students who
have ERs took exams
on Monday
.
“The examination
has begun today.
These are exams for
students who have
ERs. We have held
physical examina-
tions after a gap of
two years. So, all the
arrangements were
done carefully
. The ex-
ams were conducted
smoothly,” Rawat
said.
The pandemic had
forced the varsity to
conduct Open Book
Examination (OBE)
as colleges were shut
until early this year.
However, few stu-
dents appeared for the
ER exam on Monday
.
According to Shri
Ram College of Com-
merce principal Sim-
rit Kaur, only five stu-
dents took the exam to
clear their compart-
ment while the figure
for Miranda House
was just two.
Miranda House
principal Bijayalaxmi
Nanda said around 45
students will be sit-
ting for exam on Tues-
day
.
“Today and tomor-
row, we are holding
ER exams. From
Wednesday
, the exams
for second and third-
year students will be-
gin,” Nanda told PTI.
We have
held physi-
cal exami-
nations after a gap
of two years. So, all
the arrangements
were done carefully.”
DS Rawat, DU Dean of
Examination
Firecrackers explode
near BJP leaders at
Noida event; probe on
J-K cops to be armed with
corner shot weapon system
Weapon is handy for close combats. —REPRESENTATIONAL PIC
HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED WEAPONRY
INVESTIGATION
SELF-CRITICISM IS NEEDED IN PARTY FORUMS, BUT
IT SHOULD NOT ERODE MORALE: SONIA AT CWC
Aditi Nagar
New Delhi: Thetopdeci-
sion-making body of the
Congress met on Mon-
day ahead of a brain-
storming session in Ra-
jasthan’s Udaipur to dis-
cusstheagendaforitand
clear a batch of internal
reports on organisation-
al reforms, social justice
and empowerment, agri-
culture and farmers
amongotherissues.Con-
gress chief Sonia Gan-
dhi, son and MP Rahul
Gandhi, Rajasthan CM
Ashok Gehlot and other
leadersattendedtheCon-
gress Working Commit-
teemeetingattheparty’s
headquarters in Delhi.
Besides setting the
agenda for the Udaipur
‘Chintan Shivir’, the
CWC meeting also dis-
cussedgreatersocialrep-
resentation of various
sections in all organisa-
tional positions, and
above the current 33 per
centpercentreservation
for women.
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot, Rajeev Shukla, PL Punia
and others after the Congress Working Committee meeting, at the
AICC headquarters, in New Delhi on Monday.
Congress President Sonia Gandhi with party leader Rahul Gandhi
during the Congress Working Committee meeting, at the AICC
headquarters, in New Delhi on Monday.
CWC, highest decision-making body of Congress, met to work out modalities and agenda of Chitan Shivir to be held in Udaipur from May 13 to 15
Congress has
been good to all,
time to repay
that debt in full. There
are no magic wands,
only discipline, consist-
ent collective purpose to
demonstrate our tenaci-
ty, resilience. Seek full
cooperation of leaders to
ensure unity, determi-
nation, commitment to
Congress’s accelerated
revival
—Sonia Gandhi in apparent
reference to voices of dissent
in party
BRAINSTORMING SESSION NarendraModi’sIndiaisa
‘giver’,not‘taker’:Nadda
First India Bureau
Ambala: BJP president
JP Nadda on Monday
lauded the country’s
health sector and the in-
house development of
Covid vaccines, calling
India a “changing na-
tion” under Narendra
Modi that now offered
something to the world
rather than being a
mere seeker. Inaugurat-
ing the Atal Cancer
Care Centre, set up here
atthecostof Rs72crore,
Nadda credited the
Modi government for
bringing a “big change”
in the health sector.
He claimed it took
many years for vac-
cines for diseases like
chicken pox and polio to
reach India under the
previous governments.
When the Covid pan-
demic hit India in Janu-
ary 2020, the Modi gov-
ernment set up a task
force and within nine
months two vaccines
were developed, he said.
“Thisiswhatachang-
ing country is,” he said,
asserting that India
now is a “giver” and not
a “taker” — “Ab hum
lene wale nahin hein,
dene wale hein.”
Nadda claimed that
despite its better health
services the USA felt
helpless before the pan-
demic, referring also to
the mask worn by Pres-
ident Joe Biden.
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sanexclusivedesign
development part-
ner, Aachho Jaipur
weaves enchant-
ment at the Ra-
jasthan Handloom
Show 2022. The col-
lection emphasises integrat-
ing ethnic fashion traditions
with modern sensibilities
The Rajasthan State Han-
dloom Corporation, led by
CMD Neha Giri IAS, held
the Rajasthan Handloom
Show 2022 on the eve of Ra-
jasthan Diwas, which is cel-
ebrated every year on March
30. The fashion show’s ‘Time
Travel’ idea was designed to
promote sustainable fashion
as well as the artisans, weav-
ers, and manufacturers that
make textile crafts. Aachho,
one of India’s finest ethnic
wear fashion enterprises
based in Jaipur, is the fash-
ion show’s design develop-
ment partner. The whole col-
lection was created using
locally sourced natural ma-
terials and traditional dye-
ing and printing techniques.
Rimjhim Hada, the Founder
and Creative Head of Aach-
ho, curated the collection
with an emphasis on fusing
ethnic fashion traditions
with modern sensibilities.
Black is the life of all par-
ties, it is a symbol of class,
business, elegance, and sexi-
ness while also having an
overbearing, even some-
times evil character to it.
Flowers and block print on
chanderi, Bagru Print, and
cotton dominated the run-
way
, with matching bags, ac-
cessories, and shoes made of
the same fabric, as well as
oxidised silver jewellery.
Models from Style Skool, as
well as supermodels Candice
Pinto and Deepti Gujral, per-
formed at the fashion show,
which took place at Hawa
Mahal, one of Jaipur’s most
prominent places. Blue col-
ours are connected with
trustworthiness, intellect,
confidence, and power in the
collection.
The official make-up and
hair partner, Sizzlin Sciz-
zors, stuck to the show’s con-
cept, providing all of the
models a stunning appear-
ance, while Diggi Palace set
the bar high for exceptional
guest service. The show was
directed by the renowned
TV stylist and fashion Cho-
reographer, Abhimanyu
Singh Tomar and the entire
event was managed by Ab-
hishek Singh from Vanamo
Entertainment.
Yash Jangid, the official
fashion photographer,
caught stunning moments
via his lens. Starting June 1,
the collection will be availa-
ble on aachho.com.
UTTKARSHA SHEKHAR
uttkarshashekhar@firstindia.co.in
AACHHO JAIPUR KNITS MAGIC AT THE RAJASTHAN HANDLOOM
SHOW 2022 AS AN EXCLUSIVE DESIGN DEVELOPMENT PARTNER. THE
FOCUS OF THE COLLECTION IS ON FUSING ETHNIC DRESS
TRADITIONS WITH A CONTEMPORARY SENSIBILITY.
A
Mesmerizing
Mesmerizing black in
black in trend!
trend!
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