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	1. Fadnavis, Uddhav to  revive war over Aarey car shed?
Satish Nandgaonkar
Mumbai: The location
of car sheds for Mum-
bai’s upcoming Metro
network has become a
freshflashpointbetween
the newly-installed Shiv
Sena-Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government
and the Maha Vikas
Aghadi coalition. Mum-
bai’sgreenactivistsAar-
ey Conservation Group
vowed to revive the
movementtoSaveAarey
Forest.
After taking the oath
of office on Thursday
,
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and Deputy CM
Devendra Fadnavis held
their first cabinet meet-
ing at the Mantralaya.
They directed the state
advocate general to pre-
pare a legal strategy to
shift the controversial
car shed from Kanjur-
marg in central suburbs
back to its original loca-
tion of Aarey Milk Colo-
ny in western suburbs.
Thoughnoformalcab-
inet decision was an-
nounced, former Chief
Minister Uddhav Thack-
eray came out strongly
against the move to shift
the metro car shed. “I re-
quest you with folded
hands not to direct your
anger against me in
Mumbai. Please do not
playwithMumbai’senvi-
ronment. There was no
ego in the proposal to
movethecarshedtoKan-
jurmarg. Please do not
pursue a car shed at Aar-
ey
,” Thackeray said at a
press conference.
He added, “One night,
the trees were chopped
in Aarey
. After I became
the CM, I suggested the
Kanjurmargalternative.
I am with the environ-
mentalists and the envi-
ronment. The land at
Kanjurmarg belongs to
Maharashtra, and it
should be used for Mum-
bai’s benefit. A car shed
at Kanjurmarg could
help Metro lines reach
Balapur-Ambernath(far
eastern suburbs),” said
Thackeray
,whoreceived
strong support from Ma-
harashtra Congress
chief Nana Patole.
However, Deputy
Chief MinisterDevendra
Fadnavis said that while
he respects Uddhav
Thackeray’s request, the
carshedatAareyColony
can be completed faster.
“Metro project construc-
tion is happening at a
faster rate. But, without
a car shed, the network
cannot become function-
al.Around25%of thecar
shed work at Aarey is al-
ready complete, and the
rest can be completed
quickly
. Even if the Kan-
jurmarg land is availa-
ble, it will take at least
four years for the car
shed to be operational
there,” he said.
At a cabinet meet, officials were directed
to relocate Metro car shed from
Kanjurmarg to Aarey Milk Colony
‘AGAINST AAREY
CAR SHED’
Speaking to First India,
environmental activist D
Stalin, who was part of the
Save Aarey Movement,
said, “We will soon revive
our movement if the car
shed is relocated to Aarey.
In 2019, we tweeted daily
for 1,000 days and asked
Devendra Fadnavis to stop
the car shed work. He has
given 65 hectares of land to
Mumbai Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Ltd (MMRCL) when
it requires only 28 hectares
for the car shed.” He said
around 812 acre of Aarey
land converted into reserve
forest by the MVA govern-
ment will not be affected by
the car shed.
Dy CM Devendra Fadnavis Ex-CM Uddhav Thackeray
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MURMU HAS BETTER CHANCES TO WIN: DIDI
Kolkata: West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee on Friday said
that NDA’s Droupadi Murmu has better chances to win the
July 18 presidential election, with NDA’s numbers having got
boosted after the change of guard in Maharashtra.
BENNETT THANKS
MODI FOR CALLING
HIM INDIA’S ‘TRUE
FRIEND’
Jerusalem: Israel’s outgoing premier Naftali
Bennett on Friday thanked his “dear friend”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for commending
him for being “a true friend to India”. Israel’s
Parliament voted on Thursday to dissolve itself.
AMARINDER SET
TO GO SAFFRON,
MERGE HIS PLC
PARTY IN BJP
Chandigarh: Capt Amarinder Singh, who quit the
Congress last year, is likely to join the BJP soon,
sources said on Friday. The 80-year-old former CM
is in London for a back surgery. He is likely to merge
his Punjab Lok Congress party with the BJP.
OUR EDITIONS: JAIPUR, NEW DELHI & MUMBAI BSE SENSEX 52907.93 111.01 | NSE NIFTY 15752.00 28.30
Ukraine war: PM Narendra Modi speaks with
RussianPresidentPutin,reiteratescallfordialogue
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi,
while speaking to Rus-
sianPresidentVladimir
Putin on Friday over
the ongoing situation in
Ukraine, reiterated In-
dia’s long-standing po-
sition favouring dia-
logue and diplomacy
.
Speaking over phone,
the two leaders also dis-
cussed the state of glob-
al energy and food mar-
kets, PM Modi’s office
said in a statement.
“They exchanged ideas
on how bilateral trade
in agricultural goods,
fertilisers and pharma
products could be en-
couraged further,” the
statement said. “The
leaders also discussed
global issues, including
the state of the interna-
tional energy and food
markets.”
As India continues to
be an importer of Rus-
sian crude oil, Putin
told Modi that Russia
remains a reliable sup-
plier of grains, fertilis-
ers and energy
.
From the very begin-
ning of the conflict be-
tween Russia and
Ukraine, India has
maintained its stand on
resolving the issue
through dialogue and
diplomacy instead of
war. In April, India ab-
stained from voting that
suspended Russia from
UN Security Council af-
ter 193-member General
Assembly voted to
adopt a resolution
moved by the United
States over allegations
that Russian troops
killed civilians while
pullingbackfromtowns
around the Ukrainian
capital of Kyiv.
Explaining its stand
after the voting, India’s
Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN Ambas-
sador T S Tirumurti
said, “India has ab-
stained on the resolu-
tion with regard to sus-
pension of the Russian
Federation from the Hu-
man Rights Council
adopted in the General
Assembly today. We do
so for reasons of both
substance and process.”
PM Narendra Modi with Russian President Putin.  —FILE PHOTO
‘HER LOOSE TONGUE SET
ENTIRE COUNTRY ON FIRE’
SC slams Nupur Sharma over Prophet remark
Apex court said the suspended BJP leader is “single-handedly
responsible for what is happening in the country”
New Delhi (PTI): The
Supreme Court on Fri-
day came down heavily
onsuspendedBJPleader
Nupur Sharma for her
controversial comments
against the Prophet, say-
ing her “loose tongue”
has “set the entire coun-
try on fire” and that she
is “single-handedly re-
sponsibleforwhatishap-
pening in the country”.
Refusing to entertain
Sharma’s plea for club-
bing of FIRs lodged in
various States against
her, the bench held that
the comment was made
eitherforcheappublicity
,
political agenda or some
nefarious activities.
“She actually has a
loose tongue and has
made all kinds of irre-
sponsible statements on
TV and set the entire
country on fire. ... She
should have immediate-
ly apologised for her
comments to the whole
country
,” the court said.
Sharma’s remark
against the Prophet dur-
ing a TV debate trig-
geredprotestsacrossthe
country and drew sharp
reactions from many
Gulf countries. The BJP
subsequentlysuspended
her from the party
.
UDAIPUR MURDER: 32 IPS OFFICERS
INCLUDING UDAIPUR IG,SP TRANSFERRED
KILLERS USED
BIKE WITH
NUMBER ‘2611’
TWO HELD FOR CONSPIRACY, TWO
ACCUSED SHIFTED TO AJMER JAIL
PAK-BASED DAWAT-E-ISLAMI REJECTS LINK TO TERRORISM
Jaipur: In a major reshuffle in Rajasthan, 32 IPS officers
including Inspector General (IG) and Superintendent of Police
(SP) of Udaipur, where a tailor was brutally killed, were trans-
ferred. Kanhaiya Lal was killed on Tuesday by two men, Riaz
Akhtari and Ghouse Mohammad, who posted a grisly video of
the crime online claiming responsibility for the beheading.
Udaipur: The motorcycle
used to escape by the
killers of the Udaipur tailor
had “2611” as its registra-
tion number, a possible
reference to the Mumbai
terror attacks in 2008. Seri-
al terror attacks in Mumbai
took place on November
26 and referred to as 26/11
in general.Riaz Akhtari and
Ghouse Mohammad had
fled after brutally hacking
tailor Kanhaiya Lal to death
in Udaipur on June 28.
Uddhav Thackeray, Ajit Pawar and other MVA leaders.  —FILE
Udaipur: Two persons Mohsin and Asif were arrested on
Thursday night for conspiring the murder of Kanhaiya Lal. The
two held were co-conspirators of the murder, police said. The
NIA is investigating the case with support of Rajasthan Police’s
ATS and Special Operations Group. The duo was sent to judicial
custody for 14 days. Meanwhile, Riaz Akhtari and Ghouse
Mohammad were brought to Ajmer Jail on Thursday night.
Karachi/Lahore: The Dawat-e-Islami, one of Pakistan’s largest Sunni-Barelvi Muslim
organisations, which has been in the news after the brutal killing of a tailor in India, on
Friday rejected links to “any acts of terrorism,” saying it is purely an educational, mis-
sionary and charity institution which preaches peace. The organisation, with its head-
quarters in Pakistan’s commercial capital Karachi, has been under the spotlight after it
emerged that one of the two men who carried out a deadly attack in Udaipur, Rajasthan,
was inspired by the Dawat-e-Islami and had visited Karachi in 2014. 
JAGANNATH RATH YATRA!
Devotees throng the chariots of Lord
Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra and
Goddess Subhadra during the annual
Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath, in Puri,
on Friday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
Uddhav camp moves SC seeking CM
Eknath Shinde’s suspension from House
New Delhi (ANI): The
Supreme Court on Fri-
day said it will hear on
July 11 the plea of Shiv
Sena chief whip Sunil
Prabhu seeking suspen-
sion from Maharashtra
Assembly of new Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
and 15 rebel MLAs
againstwhomdisqualifi-
cationpleasarepending.
A vacation bench of
Justices Surya Kant and
JB Pardiwala was urged
by senior advocate Kapil
Sibal that the plea filed
by Prabhu required an
urgent hearing. The
bench said that it was
conscious of the issue
andnotshuttingitseyes.
Aryan asks
court to return
his passport
Thackeray sacks
Shinde from Shiv
Sena leader post
Mumbai: Shah Rukh
Khan’s son Aryan, who
got a clean chit from the
NCB in the last year’s
dr ugs-on-
cruise case,
on Thurs-
day moved
a plea be-
fore a spe-
cial NDPS court, seek-
ing return of his pass-
port. The court directed
the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) to file a
replyandpostedthemat-
ter for hearing on July
13. Aryan Khan was ar-
rested by the NCB in
October last year in the
high-profile drugs case.
Mumbai (PTI): Shiv
Sena President Uddhav
Thackeray on Friday re-
moved Eknath Shinde
from the party
. In a letter
to Shinde, who was
sworninasMaharashtra
chief minister on Thurs-
day
, Thackeray accused
him of “indulging in an-
ti-party activities”. Shin-
dehasalso“voluntarily”
given up the member-
ship of the party
, there-
fore “in exercise of pow-
ers vested in me as Shiv
Sena party president, I
removeyoufromthepost
of Shiv Sena leader in
the party organization,”
said the letter.
Narendra Modi @narendramodi
“Greetings on the special day of Rath
Yatra. We pray to Lord Jagannath for
his constant blessings. May we all be blessed
with good health and happiness.
They (PM Narendra Modi and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin) exchanged ideas on how
bilateral trade in agricultural goods,
fertilisers and pharma products could
be encouraged further.
 —Prime Minister’s Office
‘BJP TO BLAME FOR
MVA FORMATION’
WON’T DISTURB
NEW GOVT: RAUT
Uddhav Thackeray on Friday
lashed out at the BJP for
giving the Chief Ministerial
slot to Eknath Shinde and
said that had the former ally
partner agreed to this ear-
lier, there would have been
no Maha Vikas Aghadi.
Shiv Sena’s Sanjay Raut
on Friday alleged that BJP
vowed to “disturb” the
Uddhav Thackeray govt the
day it came to power. He
said his party would not do
the same and the new govt
“must work for the public”.
FADNAVIS MISSING
AT CELEBRATIONS
ED GRILLS RAUT
FOR 10 HOURS
Maharashtra Deputy CM
Devendra Fadnavis was
conspicuously absent dur-
ing a celebration held at the
BJP headquarters in Mum-
bai on Friday. The event
was meant to celebrate
party’s return to power.
Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut
was on Fri day questioned
by the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) for nearly 10
hours in connection with a
money laundering probe.
Raut that he will cooperate
with the the probe agency.
 


	2. First India Bureau
Mumbai:  A special
two-day session of
the Maharashtra Leg-
islative Assembly
will commence in
Mumbai from July
03, officials said on
Friday.
A communique is-
sued by the state legis-
lature secretariat to the
members of the Assem-
bly said the election to
the post of the speaker
of the House will be
held on July 03. Nomi-
nations for the post will
be accepted till 12 noon
on July 02.
During the cabinet
meeting held on Thurs-
day chaired by newly
installed Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde, it
was decided that the
special session of the
Assembly will be held
on July 02 and 03. How-
ever, the dates have
been rescheduled.
Shinde, who has the
support of 39 MLAs of
the breakaway Shiv
Sena group, 10 legisla-
tors of smaller parties
and independents as
well as 106 MLAs of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is expected to
move the motion of
confidence on the floor
of the House during the
two-day session.
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Guwahati: Maharash-
tra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde and the
rebel Shiv Sena MLAs
who had camped at a
Guwahati luxury ho-
tel for eight days
cleared their bills be-
fore they checked out
on Wednesday
, a hotel
official confirmed on
Friday
.
Though the hotel of-
ficials are tight-lipped
on the total bill, sources
said Rs68-70 lakh were
paid for their stay in the
upscale Radisson Blu
hotel located at Gotana-
gar near Jalukbari.
A total of 70 rooms in
different floors of the
hotel were booked for
the Maharashtra legis-
lators and their associ-
ates. The hotel had
closed its restaurants,
banquets and other fa-
cilities for the non-resi-
dent guests from June
22 to June 29, the period
of their stay
.
“The Maharashtra
MLAs stayed in the ho-
tel as normal guests.
They cleared the bills
before leaving. There is
no money pending,” a
senior official of the ho-
tel said, on condition of
anonymity
.
The official, however,
declined to share the
amount billed but said
the lawmakers had
stayed “in a mix of su-
perior and deluxe cate-
gory rooms”.
According to the
Radisson Blu’s website,
the tariffs of different
types of rooms in its
Guwahati property are
dynamic and vary al-
most every day
.
Sources said that
usually the rent for su-
perior rooms is around
Rs7,500 and Rs8,500 for
deluxe ones. After dis-
counts and taxes the
figure is estimated to be
around Rs68 lakh.
With the Goods  Ser-
vices Tax (GST), the
amount payable for the
two types of rooms is
around Rs7,280 and
Rs8,400 per person for a
night. There are a few
superior rooms and
around 55 deluxe rooms
in the hotel.
The total food bill is
believed to be around
Rs22 lakh for the rebel
MLAs.
Asked if the guests
availed any other paid
services, the hotel offi-
cial said, “They used
only facilities which are
available as complimen-
tary in the room rent.”
Shinde, rebel MLAs paid Guwahati hotel bills before leaving
PAYMENT IN FULL
lll
According
to hotel
officials, 70
room charges
billed to
them came
to a total
of `68
lakh
Maha CM Eknath Shinde (right) with rebel MLA Uday Samant and
other legislators at Radisson Blu in Guwahati.  —FILE PHOTO
SHORT STAY
The dissident Shiv
Sena legislators and
some Independ-
ent MLAs led by
Shinde had stayed
in the hotel in
Guwahati, around
2,700 km away from
Mumbai. They were
stationed there from
the early morning of
June 22 in an attempt
to topple the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government in Maha-
rashtra. They left for
Goa on Wednesday.
Renni Abraham
Mumbai: The Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s
strategy for the two-
day session of the Ma-
harashtra Legislative
Assembly to elect its
candidate Rahul
Narvekar as the new
speaker of the lower
house, will likely find
political opportunity
for the freshly-minted
Maharashtra Chief
Minister, Eknath
Shinde. He will try
and stamp his author-
ity over the Shiv Sena
party
.
The CM is expected to
carry out the speaker’s
electionbyavoicevoteto
further embarrass for-
mer CM Uddhav Thack-
erayloyalistMLAs,even
though at least one Sena
MLA is expected to ab-
sent himself ostensibly
due to an alleged COV-
ID-19 infection.
Meanwhile, the
Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena is now following a
wait and watch policy
over the process of gov-
ernment formation in
Maharashtra, while ex-
pecting fissures over
portfolio allocations to
break out into the open.
A Sena ex-minister’s
aide told First India,
“The new CM Eknath
Shinde’s late-night
flight to Goa was neces-
sitated to quell infight-
ing among the 40 rebel
Sena MLAs, most of
whom are demanding a
plum portfolio in the
new government. We
are hopeful that the dis-
contentwillleadto‘ghar
wapsi’ of many disgrun-
tled MLAs who fail to
make the cut. That is
why the BJP has con-
sciously devised a three-
phased game plan to an-
nounce Shinde’s new
council of cabinet min-
isters and ministers of
state.”
He added that Thack-
eray’s loyalist MLAs
numbering 16, would
probably attend the As-
sembly session. Al-
though, the matter of
no-confidence motion
against Deputy Speaker
Narhari Sitaram Zirw-
al, as well as, the dis-
qualification of the
Shinde camp’s 16 MLAs
is currently sub-judice
pending the decision of
the Supreme Court on
July 11, 2022.
CM Shinde may issue
a whip for all party
MLAs belonging to the
Shiv Sena, including the
16 Uddhav Thackeray
loyalists, to remain pre-
sent in the state Assem-
bly on Sunday
. He may
ask them to vocally vote
for the BJP-proposed
candidate Rahul
Narvekar to not only ef-
fectively lay claim over
the party itself, but also
the party symbol of
‘dhanush baan’ (bow
and arrow).
A senior BJP leader
said, “The real issue is
not about who is de-
manding what portfolio.
However, independent
MLA Bacchu Kadu’s
three-MLA party is
seeking the rural devel-
opment portfolio, as is
another independent
MLA in the Shinde
camp. With its emphasis
on ‘clean’ candidates,
the BJP is not likely to
give a berth in the state
cabinet of ministers to
rebel Sena MLAs like
Pratap Sarnaik and
Yamini Jadhav, both of
whom are under the
scanner of the Enforce-
ment Directorate. It
would send the wrong
message that tainted
politicians were seeking
to ally with the BJP sim-
ply to avoid criminal
prosecution.”
Eventhe10-oddMLAs
leaving will not dent the
sheer majority that the
BJP supported govern-
ment enjoys, he added.
‘PHONE HAS BEEN TAPPED’
MAHA CONG BLAMES BJP FOR
RESCHEDULING ASSEMBLY SESSION
When contacted, Neelamtai Gorhe, the deputy
chairperson of the Maharashtra Legislative
Council, said, “I am in the Upper House. The
(special) session is only of the Assembly, which
is the Lower House. A member or office-bearer of
one House is not supposed to speak in the other
House. (Please) talk to either the deputy speaker
of the Assembly or the secretariat officer. Just be-
cause I am available, I should not be commenting
on everything. When asked for an off-the-record
comment by First India for a sense of the legal
position on the legislative procedure regarding the
special session, she made a startling revelation
and said, “All my phones are tapped. No com-
ment on my side. I am sorry.”
Mumbai: The Maharashtra Congress on Friday
claimed that the special session of the state As-
sembly has been rescheduled from July 02 to July
03 because it coincides with the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s national executive meeting. Taking to Twit-
ter, the Congress’ state unit Spokesperson Sachin
Sawant claimed that the state Assembly session
was postponed because it coincides with the
BJP’s national executive meeting in Hyderabad.
“It is a sign that the BJP has started consider-
ing itself omnipotently more powerful than the
Constitution,” Sawant charged.
Shinde, Fadnavis to voice vote for new speaker
Sena will wait and watch rebel infighting over cabinet posts, expects ‘ghar wapsi’ of disgruntled MLAs
Newly elected Maha Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and
Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis after their oath-taking
ceremony, at Raj Bhavan in Mumbai.  —PHOTO BY PTI
BJP used
immoral
means to gain
power: Sena
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Shiv
Sena on Friday ac-
cused BJP of
gaining power
through immoral
means and said
that public will
deliver justice
through their
votes in the times
to come. The Sena
further asked BJP
that why did it not
honour the pact
of rotational CM
in 2019, if Deven-
dra Fadnavis had
to take oath as the
Deputy CM.
Saamana--the edi-
torial mouthpiece
of Sena--pointed out
that the BJP should
take note of the
quote of Late Prime
Minister Atal Biha-
ri Vajpayee, who
said that he did not
believe in breaking
parties and secur-
ing power. The pre-
sent BJP should
take note of it, the
mouthpiece added.
“You have gained
power through im-
moral means, but
what next? You have
to answer this ques-
tion,” it added.
First India Bureau
Thane: The Thane
unit of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Friday thanked the
party’s central leader-
ship for honouring
Mumbai’s neighbour-
ing district by making
regional strongman
Eknath Shinde the
new chief minister of
Maharashtra.
Shinde, who had re-
belled against the Shiv
Sena on June 21 and
succeeded in bringing
down the Uddhav
Thackeray govern-
ment, was on June 30
sworn in as CM against
overwhelming specula-
tion that senior BJP
leader Devendra Fad-
navis would be given
the top post.
“It is the first time
someone from Thane
has become CM. This is
due to the BJP’s central
leadership. I thank
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah
and party National
President JP Nadda for
this honour given to
Thane,” said MLC and
district unit chief
Niranjan Davkhare.
Meanwhile, groups
like the CREDAI-MCHI
Thane also welcomed
the appointment, claim-
ing it would bring devel-
opment in the region.
It is a matter of pride
for Thanekars as Shin-
de over the years has
played a big role in
making Thane the city
of choice to settle in for
people, said CREDAI-
MCHI Thane preez Ji-
tendra Mehta.
First India Bureau
Panaji: After a video
showing the rebel
MLAs dancing to the
tune of Marathi songs
went viral, Maha-
rashtra Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde
has expressed his dis-
pleasure over the way
a section of MLAs
from his group
danced in Goa follow-
ing the announce-
ment of his name for
the top post.
On Thursday, the re-
bel Shiv Sena MLAs
broke into a dance in the
lobby of a luxury hotel
in Goa, where they are
currently staying, when
they heard that Shinde
was going to be the next
chief minister of Maha-
rashtra. However, sev-
eral netizens slammed
them for the way they
danced, terming the act
as indecent.
On his return to Goa,
Shinde expressed his
displeasure over their
dance and objected to it.
During his address
to the MLAs at the ho-
tel, Chief Minister
Shinde took a strong
objection to their
dance. He asked them
to ensure that such
things do not happen in
future.
Thane BJP chief thanks
party nat’l leadership
for ‘honouring’ district
CM Shinde reprimands
rebel MLAs over their
dance at Goa hotel
It is the first
time some-
one from
Thane has become
CM. This is due to
the BJP’s central
leadership. I thank
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah and
party National
President JP Nadda
for this honour giv-
en to Thane.
 — Niranjan
Davkhare, MLC and
Thane BJP chief
With a large
heart, we
admit that
it was a mistake to
dance that way. It
does not look good
for the MLAs, who
have been elected by
the people and are
aiming to work for
the betterment of
Maharashtra.
 —Deepak Kes-
arkar, Sena MLA
Spl2-dayMahaAssembly
sessiontobeginonJuly03
Speaker of
House set to be
elected, Shinde
govt to face Vote
of Confidence
motion on July 4
In 2019, BJP and Shiv Sena had an al-
liance and we got the required numbers
in Assembly elections. We hoped to form
the government but Shiv Sena chose to get into
an alliance with those against whom Balasaheb
protested throughout his life. Shiv Sena insulted
the mandate of the people.
 —Devendra Fadnavis, Maha Deputy CM
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. MLC Niranjan Davkhare
Eknath Shinde asked the MLAs to ensure that such things do not
happen in future.
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First India Bureau
Aurangabad: Hours
before Uddhav Thack-
eray resigned as Maha-
rashtra chief minister
on Wednesday the long-
standing demand to re-
name the Osmanabad
city in central Maha-
rashtra as `Dharashiv’
was cleared by the
state cabinet.
While `Osmanabad’
was a name that was
given to the city in the
20th century, the earli-
est mention of `Dhar-
ashiv’ dates back to the
eighth century when
the Satavahana dynas-
ty ruled this region,
said a local historian.
The state cabinet
also granted that Au-
rangabad be renamed
as Sambhajinagar.
Both the cities, now in
central Maharashtra,
were part of the Hy-
derabad state before
Independence.
Writer and historian
Raj Kulkarni said that
during the Nizam’s
rule, Osmanabad was a
key city of the Gulbar-
ga province. Naldurg
fort, located close to the
city, was the district
headquarters till 1911.
“As per R S Morwanchi-
kar’s book, ‘Satavahana
Kalin Maharashtra’
(Maharashtra in the Sa-
tavahana era), a cop-
perplate inscription
records donation of
land near `Dharashiv’,”
said Kulkarni. This in-
scription is from the
eighth century, he said.
Karakandchirayu,
written by a Jain saint
in the 11th century, re-
fers to Dharashiv Caves
which are located 5 km
away from today’s Os-
manabad city, he said.
Researcher Dr Som-
nath Rode, who has
written a thesis on
Dharashiv Caves, says
that a king named Shiv
from Ter, an ancient
trading centre, built
this cave complex after
a water source was
found in the area. `Dha-
ra’ in Marathi means a
flow or stream of water.
‘Bhartiya Sanskruti
Kosh’ by Marathi schol-
ar-writer Mahadevs-
hastri Joshi claims that
when the Dharashiv
caves were built, two
guards named Dhara
and Shiv were deployed
to guard them, hence
the name `Dharashiv’.
Dharashiv, the 8th century name makes a comeback
BACK TO BASICS
lll
Before
Independence,
Osmanabad and
Aurangabad
cities, now
situatded in the
central part of
Maharashtra,
were parts of the
Hyderabad state
under Nizam Mir
Osman Ali Khan
First India Bureau
Mumbai: In the wake
of the recent US Su-
preme Court’s decision
to abolish abortion as a
federal constitutional
right, the Bombay High
Court, in an order
passed on June 27, 2022,
granted liberty to a mi-
nor girl to undergo med-
ical termination of her
pregnancy
.
The court allowed the
termination of a 16
weeks’ pregnancy of a
minor who was a victim
of sexual abuse. The HC
also noted that the Su-
preme Court, in its or-
der of 2009, observed
that reproductive
choice is an insegraga-
ble part of a woman’s
personal liberty as en-
visaged under Article 21
of the Constitution of
India.
A Bombay High
Court bench compris-
ing Justice Urmila
Joshi Phalke and Jus-
tice AS Chandurkar in
an order noted, “She
(the victim) contended
that said pregnancy is
unwanted. Admittedly,
she cannot be forced to
give birth to a child. As
observed by the Hon’ble
Supreme Court that it is
the right of a woman to
have a reproductive
choice. She has a choice
to give birth to the child
or not.”
The bench noted that
the Medical Board
opined that the preg-
nancy could be termi-
nated if the petitioner
is a minor girl.
The petitioner or vic-
tim girl through plea
contends that she is a
child in conflict with
the law and lodged with
the Government Girls
Observation Home in
Amravati.
The court noted that
during the investiga-
tion it was revealed to
the investigating officer
that the petitioner is
pregnant and, there-
fore, a separate FIR has
been register under
Section 376 with Sec-
tion 4 of the Protection
of Children from Sexu-
al Offences (POCSO)
Act, 2012. She is victim
of sexual assault and,
therefore, another
crime was registered on
the basis of report
lodged by her mother.
While passing its di-
rection, the bench ob-
served, “In such cir-
cumstances, we are of
the view that declining
such permission to the
petitioner would be tan-
tamount to compelling
her to continue with
her pregnancy. It will
not only be a burden on
her, but it would also
cause grave injury to
her mental health.”
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Mumbai city
and its suburbs will re-
ceive moderate to
heavy rainfall in the
next 24 hours the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment(IMD)predictedon
Friday and the possibil-
ity of very heavy to ex-
tremely heavy showers
at isolated places.
As per the official
data, the island city re-
ceived 179.13 mm rain in
24 hours till 8 am, fol-
lowed by 140.58 mm in
the western suburbs
and 109.06 mm in the
eastern suburbs.
The suburban train
services were badly af-
fected on Thursday
night due to waterlog-
ging in several low-ly-
ing areas and suburbs,
have resumed normal
operations with some
delays mainly in the
suburbs, officials said.
The Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corpora-
tion's (BMC) G-North
ward, which includes
Dadar, Dharavi, Mahim
and Matunga, received
the highest 238 mm rain,
while G-South ward,
with Worli and Lower
Parel, got 208 mm rain-
fall, a civic official said.
The IMD Mumbai has
predicted moderate to
heavy rain in the city
andsuburbs,besidesthe
possibility of very
heavy to extremely
heavy rainfall at isolat-
ed places for the next 24
hours from 8 am.
Despiterainsbetween
CSMT-Thane and
CSMT-Vashi sections,
there was no waterlog-
ging on the tracks any-
where and trains were
running as per sched-
ule, said Shivaji Sutar,
the chief public rela-
tions officer of the Cen-
tral Railway
.
The Brihanmumbai
Electricity Supply and
Transport (BEST) un-
dertaking had diverted
a few routes due to wa-
terlogging in the Sion
areaof thecity
,aspokes-
person of the undertak-
ing said.
Heavy showers predicted in next 24 hrs
Mumbai (PTI):
Twenty-four years
after being convict-
ed and sentenced to
a year in jail in a
bribery case, a for-
mer policeman was
acquitted by the
Bombay High
Court. It observed
that the prosecu-
tion had failed to
prove the factum of
acceptanceof Rs350
bribe money
.
The Maharash-
tra Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB)
had booked Damu
Avhad, who was a
sub-inspector at the
time, under the Pre-
vention of Corrup-
tion Act in 1988 for
allegedly demand-
ing a bribe of Rs350.
A single bench of
Justice VG Bisht on
Thursday passed
an order noting
that the mere recov-
ery of tainted mon-
ey is not sufficient
to convict the ac-
cused and that the
prosecution has not
proved the case
against Avhad.
HC GIVES NOD TO ABORT
IN MINOR’S RAPE CASE
The court noted
that it is the right
of a female to
have reproductive
choice and the
victim can choose
to give birth to
the child or not
Ex-cop who
served jail for
a year, in 24
yr old case,
acquitted
The train services which were hit due on
Thursday night due to waterlogging in several
low-lying areas of the city and suburbs are
now working normally, officials have claimed
Mumbai: A landslide occurred near an under-construction
building close to Haji Ali area in the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday, but there was no report of any injury
to any person or damage to any structure, a BMC official
said. It took place near Pedder Road, an official said, add-
ing that a footpath close to a hillock in the vicinity has also
developed a crack. “A structural consultant and geologist
have been called to inspect the spot,” the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation official said.
TWO PERSONS HELD FOR DUPING
INVESTORS OF OVER RS 2-CRORE
MAN KILLS BROTHER OVER PROPERTY
DISPUTE IN PALGHAR, ARRESTED
SPECIAL COURT SENTENCES MAN TO
SIX-YR RI FOR MOLESTING NINE-YR-OLD
NAXALS TORCH VEHICLES ENGAGED IN
CONSTRUCTION IN GADCHIROLI
Thane: A man was sentenced to six years of
rigorous imprisonment for sexually assaulting a
nine-year-old girl by a special court on Thurs-
day. Accused Ganya Maikrao Sadavarte was held
guilty of charges under provisions of POSCO
Act by Additional sessions judge and special
judge (POSCO) VV Virkar. A fine of Rs 10000
was also imposed on the accused. The incident
took place in May 2015 in Bhiwandi town of
Thane district. The victim was picked up by
the accused when she and some of her friends
were playing outside her house and was offered
a drink that rendered her unconscious, special
prosecutor Rekha Hirawale informed.
Gadchiroli: Naxals set ablaze vehicles engaged in
construction of a road in Gadchiroli and also as-
saulted workers, police said on Thursday. Accord-
ing to the police, the ultras torched 6 vehicles,
including two tractors, and mixer machines at
Yechli village on Wednesday night. They also beat
up workers present at the construction site, police
said, adding an investigation was underway.
Thane: The Thane police have arrested two peo-
ple for allegedly duping many people of their hard-
earned money by promising them high returns on
their investments, an official informed on Friday. The
accused had floated an investment company and
had promised an attractive interest of 10% monthly
to the investors on their investments, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (EOW), Sunil Lokhande said.
Neither the principal nor the interest was paid to the
any of the 19 investors who invested in the compa-
ny. An offence case was registered against the duo
for cheating the investors of Rs 2.48 crore with the
Manpada police in November 2011.
Palghar: A 53-year-old man has been arrested for
allegedly killing his younger brother over a property
dispute in Palghar district, police said on Friday. The
Gholwad police arrested Chindya Binder, a resident
of Vevjipada, for killing his brother Ramesh Binder
(51) on Thursday, an official from the district police
control room said. There was a long-standing dispute
between the brothers over property, he said. The
accused arrived at his brother's house and picked
a quarrel with him. He later attacked Ramesh with
a sharp weapon, killing him on the spot, he said.
The police rushed to the village after being informed
about the killing and sent the victim's body to a gov-
ernment hospital for post-mortem, he said.
READ
crucial
crucial
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Maha-
rashtra government
has been directed by
the Bombay High
Court to pay insurance
cover of Rs 10 lakh
each to the widows of
two firemen who laid
their lives in 2018,
while trying to rescue
three persons from a
well. The High Court
also dismissed the
state's decision of de-
nying insurance and
ex-gratia to the wid-
ows, because the post-
mortem report of the
deceased firemen
pointed out that they
were intoxicated at the
time of their death.
The Court said that
the Directorate of In-
surance had not con-
sidered all factors be-
fore rejecting the insur-
ance and ex-gratia pay-
ments adding that the
act by the directorate
will have a negative ef-
fect on others perform-
ing their duties.
A division bench of
Justices Revati Mohite
Dere and Madhav Jad-
hav passed its order on
May 6, on a petition
filed by two women
Deepa Wagchaude and
Anjali Shelar challeng-
ing the state govern-
ment's decision.
The firemen, who
died cleaning a well
were later granted sta-
tus of martyr by the
KDMC.
People wade through a waterlogged road as their vehicles get stuck during heavy rainfall, in
Mumbai on Thursday. —PHOT0 BY ANI
‘Pay insurance cover of
`10L each to widows of
firemen who died on duty’
Pramod Wagchaude and Anant Shelar
served as firemen with the KDMC. They
died in November 2018 while trying to
rescue three persons who had fainted
while cleaning a well
ROE V/S WADE
—PHOTO
BY
BHUSHAN
KOYANDE
Minor landslide in Haji Ali,
no casualties reported
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he Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party
worked assidu-
ously on Opera-
tion Lotus in Ma-
harashtra to finally oust
Maha Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment from power in Maha-
rashtra. Along with the Ud-
dhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena the BJP has settled its
scores with Nationalist Con-
gress Party president Sharad
Pawar who had outwitted
Amit Shah in 2019 when his
party stitched a short-lived
deal with Ajit Pawar. Ajit Pa-
war’s return to the NCP
camp scuttled Devendra Fad-
navis’ chance of becoming
the chief minister for anoth-
er term. Now strongman Pa-
war could face heat from the
Enforcement Directorate and
other Central agencies.
On the other hand, Uddhav
Thackeray entering into an
alliance with strange bed-
fellows NCP and the Con-
gress was not only a setback
to the BJP’s Hindutva agenda
but it also was a loss of a
frenemy which supported it
on several national issues.
With Fadnavis being made
to back Eknath Shinde for
chief minister’s post and em-
barrassingly settling for the
CM’s post, the Shiv Sena has
been weaned away from the
Thackerays and a split in the
cadres now looks imminent.
For Maharashtra politics it is
a historical development as it
marks the end of Balasaheb
Thackeray’s legacy. With a
majority of Sena MLAs sid-
ing with Shinde, all that the
rebel leader has to do is to
win over the cadre before the
Brihan Mumbai Corporation
elections to justify its claim
of being the real Shiv Sena.
Some battles still lie
ahead. The Uddhav camp is
making a futile attempt in
the Supreme Court to get the
rebels disqualified. It will
also have to fight to keep the
Shiv w name.
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Set thy heart upon thy work,
but never on its reward.
—Bhagavad Gita
IN-DEPTH
Rajnath Singh
@rajnathsingh
Congratulations to @DRDO_India
on successful maiden flight of the
Autonomous Flying Wing Technology
Demonstrator from Chitradurga ATR.
It is a major achievement towards
autonomous aircrafts which will pave
the way for Aatmanirbhar Bharat in
terms of critical military systems.
Piyush Goyal
@PiyushGoyal
GST: Five Years Stronger
GST Council enabled Centre-States’
coordination during the pandemic
time  made India stand out, now as
the fastest growing economy writes
Finance Minister @NSitharaman
ji. #5YearsOfGST
TOP TWEETS
SC JUDGES GIVE
A PIECE OF THEIR
MIND TO NUPUR
FOR “IGNITING
EMOTIONS”
any would wonder if
the Supreme Court
crossed the line while
making the kind of
strong observations
it made on Nupur Sharma for
her objectionable comments on
the Prophet on a TV show. Her
comments hurt the sentiments
of the minority community lead-
ing to violent protests culminat-
ing in the horrendous murder of
aUdaipurtailor.Onethingwhich
the judges were right about was
that the BJP spokesperson Nu-
pur Sharma “has ignited emo-
tions across the country
. This
lady is single-handedly responsi-
ble for what is happening in the
country”. Justices Surya Kant
and JB Pardiwala also criticised
the TV channel on which Nupur
Sharma made the controversial
comment for taking up a sub-ju-
dice issue for debate.
Sharma had filed a plea for the
transfer of FIRs filed against her
to Delhi but the court was not
pleased. True, Sharma should
not have said what she did. But
she is also facing threats to her
life. Her request for clubbing
should have been entertained.
M
USING SAINIK TO
CHECKMATE SENA
T
FAILURE IS THE FIRST STEP
OF ACHIEVING SUCCESS
Failed 10,000 times. He kept
trying rather than being afraid
of failure and finally achieved
success. One unique incident
happened in Edison’s life when
he was 67 years old. After
inventing the bulb, he invested
millions of dollars for a bulb-
making factory. Unfortunately
in 1914, his factory caught fire
and burned to the ground.
Rather than being depressed he
said that whatsoever happened
was for his own good.
verybody is passionate about
success. If we talk about
youngsters, then youngsters
want to get success quickly by
shortcuts. If you see in the
eyesof theyoungsterthenyou
will certainly find excitement
and eagerness for success.
Some youngsters want quick
promotion and some want a
lavish lifestyle. Some want to
become successful by doing
some sort of business. But the
biggest problem is that just
after the first failure the
youngsters get disappointed.
It is at these times that the
youngsters need to under-
stand that failure is the first
step of becoming successful.
Failure will give you a par-
ticular kind of experience.
As a result, you become more
conscious, calm and serious
and you also get inspiration
to see the situation from a dif-
ferent perspective. Before
tasting success, many fa-
mous people experienced
failure. When we see any suc-
cessful people we often think
that they are very lucky, but
the other side of the coin is
totally different. And very
less amount of people know
how many struggles they had
faced and how many times
they failed.
When the inventor of the
light bulb, Thomas Edison
was successful in his inven-
tion, then we all got to know
that before the actual inven-
tion he failed 10,000 times. He
kept trying rather than being
afraid of failure and finally
achievedsuccess.Oneunique
incident happened in Edi-
son’s life when he was 67
years old. After inventing the
bulb, he invested millions of
dollars for a bulb-making fac-
tory. Unfortunately in 1914,
his factory caught fire and
the whole factory burned to
the ground and he did not
even have insurance for that
factory
. Rather than being de-
pressed he said, “Whatsoever
happened is for my own good.
All my mistakes have now
burned down. Now I will
think of something new. And
will give this world some new
inventions.” and in just a
time period of 3 weeks, he
invented the Gramophone.
Today’s youngsters should
learn from this that this is
called a ‘strong mental state.’
The inventor of Mickey
Mouse Walt Disney is also an
amazing example of success.
He didn’t stop trying even af-
ter getting rejected by almost
every newspaper owner. After
the ‘NO’ from everybody
, one
church owner gave him work
of cartoon making. To make
a cartoon, he was drawing a
road and that time he saw a
mouse there. He got inspira-
tion from that mouse and
built a character called Mick-
ey Mouse. That church owner
really liked it and slowly the
whole world became a fan of
Walt Disney’s cartoon.
If you are willing to find,
you will get tons of examples
like this from which you get
the inspiration for not being
scared of failure and keep
moving forward on the path
of success. Here are a few
tips for youngsters.
	
z Don’t panic when you get
failure while putting effort
for success. Rather than
being disappointed just keep
one thing very clear in mind
that this failure will take you
to success.
	
z When you get failure, analyze
it thoroughly and avoid
making the same mistake in
the future and keep moving
forward.
	
z Your mental strength is the
power that will take you
to success. So always try
to make your mind Strong
enough.
	
z Steps taken in hurry will
once again lead you to
failure. So take every step
slowly but steadily and keep
moving forward firmly in the
right direction for success.
You will surely get success.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
E
It is at these times that
the youngsters need to
understand that failure is
the first step of becoming
successful. Failure will
give you a particular
kind of experience. As
a result, you become
more conscious, calm
and serious and you also
get inspiration to see the
situation from a
different perspective
BHAVESH
UPADHYAY
The writer is a Businessman
and HR Expert
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PM Modi to unveil Alluri statue
in Bhimavaram on Monday
Modi will launch the year-long 125th birth anniversary celebration of the Alluri
New Delhi (ANI):
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will visit Bhi-
mavaram in Andhra
Pradesh on July 4 dur-
ing which he will
launch the year-long
125th birth anniversary
celebration of freedom
fighter Alluri Sitarama
Raju. Modiwill also vis-
it Gandhinagar in Guja-
rat on Monday where he
will inaugurate the
Digital India Week 2022.
According to the PMO,
at around 11 am, PM
will launch the year-
long 125th birth anni-
versary celebration of
legendary freedom
fighter Alluri Sitarama
Raju in Bhimavaram.
PM will also unveil a
30-feet tall bronze statue
of Alluri Sitarama
Raju.“As part of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the
Government is commit-
ted to giving due recog-
nition to the contribu-
tion of freedom fighters
and making people
across the country
aware of them. As part
of the endeavour, PM
Modi will launch the
year-long 125th birth
anniversary celebra-
tion of the legendary
freedom fighter Alluri
Sitarama Raju in Bhi-
mavaram,” PMO said.
Banners and posters of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP National President JP Nadda put up
on a gate ahead of BJP’s two-day national executive meeting on July 2-3, in Hyderabad on Friday
PMCONGRATULATE
LAPID FOR
BECOMING 14TH
PM OF ISRAEL
PM LAUDS DOCTORS’ ROLE IN SAVING
LIVES, MAKING PLANET HEALTHIER
New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Friday extended his
greetings on the occa-
sion of National Doc-
tors’ Day and said they
play a key role in saving
lives and making the
planet healthier.
“Doctors Day greet-
ings to all hardworking
doctors who play a key
role in saving lives and
making our planet
healthier,” PM Modi
tweeted.National Doc-
tors’ Day is celebrated
on July 1 in India. It is
observed in the honour
of the renowned doctor
and former West Ben-
gal chief minister Bid-
han Chandra Roy,
whose birth and death
anniversaries fall on
July 1.
Dr Bidhan Chandra
Roy was awarded the
Bharat Ratna in 1961.
This year, National Doc-
tor’s Day is very signifi-
cant as doctors continue
to fight the Covid pan-
demic day and
night. This is
the third doc-
tor’s day amid
thepandemic.
SUVENDU ADHIKARI’S
STATEMENT TO SAVE MLAS
Sharat Verma
New Delhi: In West
Bengal, a statement of
BJP Legislature Party
leader Suvendu Adhi-
kari is in the news. He
said that after the fall
of Maha Vikas Agha-
di’s government in Ma-
harashtra, the govern-
ment of Jharkhand will
fall and then the gov-
ernment of Rajasthan
will fall. After that the
government of West
Bengal will fall at the
time of 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. Suvendu
Adhikari has told party
workers at an event in
Cooch Behar that they
will not have to wait till
the 2026 assembly elec-
tions, as before that the
Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment will fall. He
asked his leaders to ex-
ercise some restraint.
At first glance, this
statement is highly un-
democratic. From this
it seems that the cen-
tral government will
use its power to bring
down the governments
in the states ruled by
the opposition parties.
But actually Suven-
du Adhikari has given
this statement in his
concern. The BJP had
made him the leader of
the legislature party be-
cause he would keep
the party MLAs united.
He is a strong leader
and he defeated Mama-
ta Banerjee in the as-
sembly elections. But
the reality is that he too
has been unable to keep
the MLAs united. One
by one BJP MLAs are
leaving the party. Most
of the leaders who had
left the Trinamool and
joined the BJP have re-
turned to TMC while
two MPs also left the
party
.
Then Suvendu Adhi-
kari while comforting
the MLAs said that the
government will fall in
two years. On this pre-
text, he is trying to
keep the MLAs with
them. But legislators
also understand the re-
ality and that is why
his ‘claims’ are not as
effective, as he thought
them to be.
BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari  —FILE PHOTO
Pradhan appeals
all to reduce use of
single-use plastic
Puri (ANI): Soon af-
ter the Central gov-
ernment banned the
single-use plastic,
Union Education
Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan on Fri-
day appealed to peo-
ple to avoid using it
during the Jagan-
nath Rath Yatra urg-
ing the citizens to
turn the move into a
“mass movement”.
The rituals for the
Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath began in
Odisha’s Puri on Fri-
day. The participa-
tion of devotees in
the Rath Yatra has
been allowed this
time after a gap of
two years following
the COVID pandem-
ic. Speaking to ANI,
the Union Minister
said, “The Central
government has
banned single-use
plastic from today.
We need an aware-
ness campaign to
turn this into a mass
movement. I appeal
to citizens to avoid
using single-use
plastic during the oc-
casion of the Jagan-
nath Rath Yatra.”
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan offer
prayers as he takes part in the annual Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath, in Puri on Friday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
I appeal to
youth to come
and join this
mass awareness
campaign. It
will be a great
contribution to
Lord Jagannath
if we avoid using
single plastic
during this holy
occasion.
Dharmendra Pradhan
Union Education Minister
ED arrests 2 in
laundering
case against
Satyendar Jain
New Delhi (ANI): The
Enforcement Directo-
rate on Friday arrested
two businessmen, Vai-
bhav Jain and Ankush
Jain, in connection
with the money laun-
dering probe against
Delhi minister Satyen-
dar Jain. The two have
been taken into custo-
dy under sections of
the Prevention of Mon-
ey Laundering Act.
The agency had
raided the two, alleged
to be “business associ-
ates” of Jain, last
month as part of this
investigation. They
were placed under ar-
rest following their
questioning, officials
said. Satyendar Jain,
57, was arrested by the
Enforcement Directo-
rate on May 30 under
the criminal sections
of the PMLA and is in
judicial custody at pre-
sent. Jain is the minis-
ter without portfolio in
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) led Delhi gov-
ernment. Jain was
placed under arrest on
May 30, 2022 by the ED
under sections 19 of
the PMLA. Further in-
vestigation in the mat-
ter is on.
The ED in April had
attached assets worth
₹4.81 crore which were
either of Satyendar
Jain’s family or compa-
nies “beneficially
owned and controlled”
by the AAP minister.
PARLIAMENT’SMONSOONSESSION
TOCOMMENCE FROMJULY18
New Delhi (ANI): The
Monsoon session of
Parliament for the year
2022 will commence
from July 18, a press re-
lease by the Lok Sabha
secretariat said on
Thursday. Both Houses
of Parliament are likely
to meet from July 18
and the session will
conclude on August 13,
according to the re-
lease.
The Monsoon session
usually commences in
the third week of July
and concludes ahead of
Independence day
. Last
year’s Monsoon session
ended on a stormy note
as Opposition parties
had disrupted both
Houses over the govern-
ment’s unwillingness to
allow discussion on the
Pegasus snooping scan-
dal, the farmers’ pro-
tests, and the rise in
prices, especially of
auto fuels.Monsoon Ses-
sion in 2021 was the
third least productive
Lok Sabha session of
the last two decades,
with a productivity of
just 21 per cent. Rajya
Sabha logged a produc-
tivity of 28 per cent, its
eighth least productive
Session since 1999.
CONCLUDE DATE
People will turn towards BJP after
national executive meet: Subhash
Hyderabad (ANI): The
Bharatiya Janata Party
to hold a national exec-
utive meeting on July 2
and 3 at Hyderabad In-
ternational Convention
Centre.“After 18 years, a
national executive com-
mittee is being held in
Hyderabad.
The city is decked up.
National leaders, CMs,
and other leaders are
visiting 119 constituen-
cies wherein a massive
public rally is supposed
to be held on July 3. We
are expecting a huge
crowd,” Telangana BJP
spokesperson NV Sub-
hash told.According to
a senior BJP leader, the
expansion of the party
will be the key agenda
of the meeting. They
will also discuss areas
where there is a need to
induct more party
workers, sources said.
PM Modi is expected to
arrive in Hyderabad on
July 2 and is likely to
address the meeting.
Govt appoints
ambassadors to
Turkey  Peru
New Delhi (ANI): The
govtonFridayappointed
new ambassadors to
Turkey and Peru. Vish-
vas Vidu Sapkal, IFS
1998 batch presently
JointSecretaryinMinis-
try of External Affairs,
has been appointed as
the next Ambassador of
India to the Republic of
Peru. Virander Kumar
Paul, IFS of 1991 batch,
presently High Commis-
sioner of India to Kenya
has been appointed as
the next Ambassador of
India to the Republic of
Turkey
. They are expect-
ed to take up the assign-
ment shortly
.
PM MODI’S TOUR
Rath Yatra of lord
Jagannath
begins in Gujarat
Ahmedabad (PTI):
The 145th Rath Yatra of
Lord Jagannath com-
menced on Friday
morning in the city
amid tight security as
lakhs of devotees from
across the state are
flocking the route to
catch a glimpse of the
deity and witness the
religious extravaganza.
Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel per-
formed the ‘Pahind Vi-
dhi’ – a symbolic ritual
of cleaning the way for
the chariots using a
golden broom before
the start of the Rath
Yatra. After the ritual,
the chariots of Lord
Jagannath, his brother
Balbhadra and sister
Subhadra embarked on
the annual yatra from
the 400-year-old Jagan-
nath temple in the Ja-
malpur area.
‘Concerned over treatment of
religious communities in India’
Telangana BJP spokesperson NV Subhash
Washington (PTI): The
US ambassador at large
for international reli-
gious freedom Rashad
Hussain has voiced con-
cern over the treatment
of a number of religious
communities in India
andsaidWashingtonwas
dealing directly with In-
dian officials to address
the “challenges.”
Addressing the Inter-
national Religious Free-
dom Summit here on
Thursday, Hussain said
his father came from
India to the US in 1969.
“This country gave him
everything but he loves
India and follows what
happens every day. My
parents and we have a
conversation about
that, as do so many of
you who reach out to us
and are looking at
what’s going on in Indi-
aand love the country
and want to see it live
up to its values,” he
said.
The US was “con-
cerned” about a num-
ber of religious commu-
nities in India and was
“dealing directly” with
Indian officials to ad-
dress the challenges,
Hussain said. “India
now has a citizenship
law that’s on the books.
We’ve had open calls for
genocideinIndia.We’ve
had attacks on church-
es. We have had a ban
on the hijab. We’ve had
demolitions of homes,”
the Indian-American
diplomat said. “We’ve
got rhetoric that’s open-
ly being used that’s de-
humanising towards
people, to the extent
that one minister re-
ferred to Muslims as
termites,” he said.
Rashad Hussain, US
Ambassador at Large for
International Religious Freedom.
Israel (ANI): Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday con-
gratulated Yair Lapid
for becoming the
14th Prime Minister
of Israel. “Warm
wishes and hearti-
est congratulations
to His Excellency @
yairlapid for assum-
ing the premiership
of Israel. I look for-
ward to continue fur-
thering our strategic
partnership as we
celebrate 30 years
of full diplomatic
relations,” tweeted
Modi. Yair Lapid
officially became the
14th PM of Israel.
Meanwhile, PM also
thanked outgoing PM
Bennett
for
being
a true
friend of
India.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
UDAIPUR KILLING
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Noida (PTI): Gautam
Buddha Nagar adminis-
tration on Friday decid-
ed to continue with the
already imposed Sec-
tion 144 in the district,
owing to several upcom-
ingeventsinthemonths
of July and August.
The order will re-
main enforced from
July 1 to August 31. Ear-
lier also, section 144
was clamped down and
restrictions were im-
posed due to the fear of
Covid spread during
the festival season.
“On July 1 is Jagan-
nath Shibha Yatra, on
July 10 Bakrid, August
9 Muharram after
which Independence
Day Celebrations on
August 15 are some of
the events that may at-
tract miscreants to dis-
turb the peace and law
and order situation in
the district,” read an or-
der by Additional DCP,
Law and Order, Ashu-
tosh Dwivedi.Keeping
in view these circum-
stances, ADCP Dwivedi
issued guidelines under
Section 144 of the CrPC.
Wearing a mask will
continuetoremainman-
datory for all people.
Taking prior permis-
sion from the authority
for any religious, politi-
cal, cultural and sports
event will be compul-
sory for the months of
July and August.
Keeping inviewthese
circumstances, ADCP
Dwivedi issued guide-
lines under Section 144
of the CrPC.
Noida: Section 144 reimposed
in view of festivals, exams
TAKING PRIOR PERMISSION FROM THE AUTHORITY FOR ANY RELIGIOUS, POLITICAL,
CULTURAL AND SPORTS EVENT WILL BE COMPULSORY FOR JULY AND AUGUST MONTHS
India logs 17,070 new Covid cases, 23 deaths in 24 hours
New Delhi: India record-
ed 17,070 new cases in
the last 24 hours, push-
ing the country’s tally to
4,34,69,234, according
to the data shared by the
Union Health Ministry
on Friday.The death toll
climbed to 5,25,139
with 23 new fatalities,
data updated at 8 am by
the ministry stated.An
increase of 2,634 cases
has been recorded in
the active Covid-19 case
count in a span of 24
hours, taking the active
caseload to 1,07,189. A
total of 14,413 patients
recovered in the last
24 hours, which brings
the total recoveries to
4,28,36,906.
Events of Shiv
Sena like LJP
Mahesh Shrama
Mumbai: Shiv Sena
mutiny is a complete
remake of the mutiny
in Lok Janshakti Party
.
Everything is exactly
like what happened
with LJP. After the
death of Ram Vilas Pas-
wan,hissonChiragPas-
wan took over the party
.
One day suddenly his
uncle Pashupati Paras
parted ways with five of
the six party MPs and
got the recognition of
the real Lok Janshakti
Party quickly
. It is a dif-
ferent matter that he did
not get the election sym-
bol but the name of the
party remained with
him and the leader of
that faction - Pashupati
Paras - became a minis-
ter at the Centre. The
lone survivor Chirag
Paswan got the name of
Lok Janshakti Party
Ram Vilas and the heli-
copter election symbol.
Five of the party’s six
MPs got separated but
the entire organization
of the party remained
with Chirag.
This is exactly what
has happened with Shiv
Sena in Maharashtra.
After Bal Thackeray
, Ud-
dhav Thackeray
, who
was heading the party
,
was handling the Shiv
Sena in his own way
.
Suddenly one day the
party’snumbertwolead-
er Eknath Shinde revolt-
ed and more than two-
thirds of the MLAs went
with him. More than
half of the party’s Lok
Sabha MPs are also
ready to part ways. But
almosttheentireorgani-
zation of the party is
with Uddhav Thackeray
.
That’s when it seems
that the story of Bihar
was repeated regarding
the occupation of the
party
.
New Delhi (ANI): The
Defence Research and
Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) success-
fully carried out the
inaugural flight
of the Autono-
mous Flying Wing
Technology Demon-
strator, it announced in
a statement on Friday
.
The exercise, DRDO
said in its statement,
was carried out at the
Aeronautical Test
Range, Chitradurga,
Karnataka on Friday.
Giving more details on
the flight, the release
further said, “Operat-
ing in a fully autono-
mous mode, the aircraft
exhibited a perfect
flight, including take-
off, way point naviga-
tion and a smooth
touchdown. This flight
marks a major mile-
stone in terms of prov-
ing critical technolo-
gies towards the devel-
opment of future un-
manned aircraft and is
significantsteptowards
self-reliance
in such stra-
tegic defence
technologies.”
Designed and devel-
oped by the Bengaluru-
based Aeronautical De-
velopment Establish-
ment, a premier re-
search laboratory un-
der the DRDO, the un-
manned fighter aircraft
is powered by a small,
turbofan engine.
DRDO successfully carries out flight of unmanned fighter aircraft
MAIDEN FLIGHT
lll
The Defence
Research and
Development
Organisation
successfully
carried out the
maiden flight of
an unmanned
combat aircraft
in Karnataka
New Delhi (ANI): Af-
ter a “normal” June, the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
Friday predicted “nor-
mal to above normal”
rainfall over some parts
of north and central In-
dia and most parts of
south peninsula. The
IMD also said “normal
to below normal” rain-
fall is most likely over
most parts of east and
northeast India and ar-
eas adjacent to east cen-
tral India and some
parts of west south pen-
insular India. Monthly
rainfall for July 2022
over the country as a
whole is most likely to
be normal, i.e., ranging
between 94 and 106 per
cent of the Long Period
Average (LPA). Despite
tremendous disparities
in the rainfall received
regionwise - excess in
the northeast and dry in
the northwest - India, as
a whole registered “nor-
mal” rainfall in the
month of June.
New Delhi (ANI): The
Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has given a big gift
to the Border Security
Force (BSF) soldiers
posted along the Line of
Control. All-weather
PUF shelters i.e. con-
tainers worth over 50
crores are being built
for the soldiers. The in-
stallation process of
around 115 PUF shelter
homes has been started
at the Forward Defense
Location along the LoC.
These shelter homes
areequippedwithbetter
technology and facili-
ties. According to the
information, the PUF
panel shelters are being
built in Kupwara, Ban-
dipora, Baramulla and
Rajouri sectors as of
now. Solar panels will
also be arranged in
these shelter homes.
Akhilesh to
give laptops to
students on
his b’day
Lucknow (ANI): As
SP president Akhilesh
Yadav celebrates his
49th birthday on Friday
,
his party will distribute
laptops to students who
have secured top five
spots in high school and
intermediate examina-
tions of the UP Board.
Party cadres have
planned to celebrate
their leader’s birthday
by organising blood do-
nation camps, yajnas,
‘bhandaras’ and distri-
bution of fruits and
medicines.
SP spokesperson Ra-
jendra Chaudhary said:
“Our national president
will give away laptops
to students who secured
the top five positions in
high school and inter-
mediate examinations
the result of which
were announced recent-
ly. This is in line with
our party chief’s initia-
tive of distributing lap-
tops to high school and
intermediate students
when he was the CM of
UP.”He said though the
party has not issued
any instructions with
regards to celebrations,
district units have
planned to celebrate by
reaching out to the poor.
AMARNATH YATRA
4PILGRIMSINJUREDIN
ACCIDENTONJAMMUH-WAY
Jammu (ANI): Four
pilgrims to the Amar-
nath cave shrine were
injured on Friday in a
road accident on the
J a m m u - S r i n a g a r
highway in JK’s
Ramban district. Po-
lice sources said a ve-
hicle carrying Yatris
to Pahalgam base
camp of Amarnath
Yatra went out of the
driver’s control near
the Sherbibi area in
Ramban district on
J a m m u - S r i n a g a r
highway.”Four Yatris
were injured in this
accident. They were
shifted to hospital
where attending doc-
tors said their condi-
tion is stable,” sourc-
es said. The injured
have been identified
as Vinayak Gupta.
BADRINATH HIGHWAY CLOSED
DUE TO HEAVY RAINS, LANDSLIDE
Badrinath Highway
has been closed for
vehicular movement
for the past two days
due to incessant
rainfall after the onset
of the monsoon in
parts of the country,
including Uttarakhand.
The traffic has been
disrupted due to land-
slides in Sirobagad, 15
km from Rudraprayag
district headquar-
ter, causing severe
inconvenience to the
pilgrims. The PWD
department also de-
ployed JCB machines
to clear the debris.
Normal to
above normal
rainfall in July
for north: IMD
All-weather
containers
built for BSF
jawans
 —PICTURE FOR REPRESENTATION
Over 8,000 government officers
promoted: Dr Jitendra Singh
New Delhi (PTI): The
Personnel Ministry has
granted promotions to
over 8,000 government
officers belonging to
three key secretariat
services, Union Minis-
ter Jitendra Singh said
on Friday
. He said the
orders for “mass promo-
tion” of these employ-
ees belonging to the
Central Secretariat Ser-
vice (CSS), Central Sec-
retariat Stenographers’
Service (CSSS) and Cen-
tral Secretariat Clerical
Service have been is-
sued. All these three ser-
vices – CSS, CSSS and
CSCS – form backbone
of the central secretari-
at administrative func-
tioning. Of the total of
8,089 promoted employ-
ees, 4,734 are from CSS,
2,966 from CSSS and 389
from CSCS, according to
the details tweeted by
the minister.
Pilgrims cross the mountain trails using palanquins
THE UAV
Rajnath Singh
Defence Minister
“Congratulations to @
DRDO_India on suc-
cessful maiden flight
of the Autonomous
Flying Wing Technolo-
gy Demonstrator from
Chitradurga ATR. It is
a major achievement
towards autonomous
aircrafts which will
pave the way for Aat-
manirbhar Bharat’’.
PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI
HAILS ISRO’S PSLV C53 MISSION
New Delhi (ANI): PM
Narendra Modi on Friday
congratulated IN-SPACe
and ISRO for successfully
launching two payloads of
Indian Startups in Space
by PSLV C53 mission. In
a tweet Prime Minister
Modi said, “The PSLV
C53 mission has achieved
a new milestone by
launching two payloads
of Indian Start-ups in
Space. Congratulations @
INSPACeIND and @isro
for enabling this venture.
Confident that many
more Indian companies
will reach Space in near
future.” Last month, the
Prime Minister inaugu-
rated the headquarters of
the Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisa-
tion Centre (IN-SPACe) at
Bopal and Ahmedabad.
“Space-tech is about to
become the basis of a
major revolution in the
21st century.
—PICTURE FOR REPRESENTATION
June’s gross
GST collections
`1.45L Crore
New Delhi: Gross
Goods and Services
Tax (GST) collections
rose to Rs 1.45 lakh
crore, the second-high-
est monthly total and a
gain of 56 percent from
a year earlier. Monthly
GST collections, which
had totalled Rs 1.41
lakh crore in May, have
stayed above the 1.40
lakh crore level since
March. “We are now…
showing that the GST
revenues remain above
1.40 lakh crores,” Fi-
nance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman said at
an event on five years
of GST.
CRUCIAL READ
INDIA ASKS PAKISTAN TO RELEASE
INDIAN PRISONERS IN ITS CUSTODY
GOLD JUMPS `1,088 AMID IMPORT DUTY HIKE
New Delhi: India on Friday called on Pakistan to release 536
Indian fishermen and 3 civilian prisoners who have completed
their jail-term. Besides, Pakistan has been asked to provide
immediate consular access to 105 fishermen and 20 civilian
prisoners who have been in Pakistan’s custody, (MEA) said.
New Delhi: Gold in the national capital on Friday rose by Rs
1,088 to Rs 51,458 per 10 grams, according to HDFC securi-
ties. In the previous trade, the precious metal finished at Rs
50,370 per 10 grams. Silver, however, fell by Rs 411 to Rs
58,159 per kg from Rs 58,570 per kg in the previous trade.
COMMERCIAL LPG
PRICE CUT BY `198
COP HURT IN PATNA
COURT EXPLOSION
New Delhi: Price of com-
mercial LPG was cut by Rs
198 per 19-kg cylinder on
Friday. A 19-kg commercial
LPG cylinder now costs Rs
2,021 in Delhi as against
Rs 2,219 previously, as per
a price notification from
state-owned fuel retailers.
Patna: A crude bomb went
off inside the crowded
Civil Court premises here
on Friday, injuring a police
officer who had brought the
explosive for investigation
purpose. The sub-inspector
of police has hurt his arm but
is out of danger, police said.
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SBI’s gold loan
crosses `1 lakh
crore-mark
Mumbai (PTI): SBI
on Friday said its
gold loan portfolio
has crossed `1 lakh
crore-mark for the
first time, chairman
Dinesh Khara said.
The lender, which has
a 24% market share
in gold loans, is bull-
ish on growth in the
segment as the asset
class provides inves-
tors a safe investment
option. “Last week,
we crossed `1 lakh
crore portfolio in
gold loans for the
first time. In the first
quarter, we have seen
much better growth
as compared to what
was achieved in the
past,” he said.
Carmakers
post sales
growth in June
New Delhi (PTI):
Major carmakers,
including Maruti
Suzuki, Hyundai, Tata
Motors on Friday re-
ported growth in their
passenger vehicle
sales in June as semi-
conductor shortage
woes showed gradual
signs of easing out.
Other manufacturers,
Kia India, MG Motor
India and Skoda Auto
India also reported
robust sales growth
last month. MSI re-
ported 5.7% increase
in total wholesales
at 1,55,857 units in
June as compared
to 1,47,368 units to
dealers in June 2021.
Pending dues
deadline
extended
New Delhi (PTI):
The last date for
exporters to submit
online applications to
claim their pending
dues under export
promotion scheme
MEIS has been ex-
tended till August 31
this year, according
to a notification of the
commerce ministry.
Last September,
the government
announced release
of `56,027 crore
against pending tax
refunds of exporters
under different export
incentive schemes.
Earlier, the deadline
was April this year.
UPI dealings
remain above
`10 lakh crore
New Delhi (PTI):
UPI-enabled digital
transaction remained
above `10 lakh crore
in June for the second
month in a row, data
from NPCI showed
on Friday. However, it
was down by nearly
3% from the previous
month. The trans-
action value under
Unified Payments
Interface (or BHIM
UPI) digital payments
in June 2022 stood
at `10,14,384 crore,
down by 2.6% from
the previous month,
the National Pay-
ments Corporation of
India data showed.
GOVT SLAPS EXPORT TAX
ON PETROL, DIESEL  ATF
EFFECTIVE FROM JULY 1
New Delhi (PTI): The
government on Friday
slapped an export tax
on petrol, diesel and jet
fuel (ATF) while also
joining nations like the
UK in imposing a wind-
fall tax on crude oil pro-
duced locally
.
A `6 per litre tax on
export of petrol and
ATF and `13 per litre
tax on export of diesel
is effective from July 1,
finance ministry notifi-
cations showed.
Additionally
,a`23,250
per tonne tax was levied
on crude oil produced
domestically
.
The export tax is to
deter companies such
as Reliance Industries
and Rosneft-based Na-
yara Energy from pre-
ferring overseas mar-
kets over domestic sup-
plies. The levy on crude,
which follows record
earningsbystate-owned
ONGC and OIL and pri-
vate sector Cairn Oil 
Gas of Vedanta Ltd,
alone will fetch the gov-
ernment over Rs 7,000
crore annually on about
30 million tonnes of
crude oil produced do-
mestically
.
A windfall tax is a
one-off tax on compa-
nies that have seen
their profits surge ex-
traordinarily not be-
cause of any clever in-
vestment decision
they’ve taken or an in-
crease in efficiency or
innovation, but simply
because of favorable
market conditions.
The government also
framed new rules re-
quiring oil companies
exporting petrol to sell
in the domestic market,
the equivalent of 50%
of the amount sold to
overseas customers, for
the fiscal year ending
March 31, 2023. For die-
sel, this requirement
has been put at 30% of
the volume exported.
These restrictions on
export are also aimed at
shoring up domestic
supplies at petrol
pumps, some of which
had dried up in states
like MP, Rajasthan and
Gujarat as private refin-
ers preferred exporting
fuel to selling locally
.
Exports were pre-
ferred as retail petrol
and diesel prices by
dominant PSU retailers
have been capped at
rates way lower than
the cost. This meant
that private retailers,
who control less than
10% of the market
share, either sell fuel at
loss or lose market
share if they were to
sell at a higher cost.
New Delhi (PTI): Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Friday said the government will review every fortnight
the new taxes levied on crude, diesel and ATF based on
international prices. She said these are “extraordinary
times” and oil prices are internationally unbridled. “We
do not want to discourage export, but want domestic
availability to increase,” Sitharaman told reporters here.
She said that if oil is not being available and exports are
happening at such phenomenal profit, we need at least
some of it for our own citizens. “We need to take this
twin-pronged approach,” the minister added.
‘Govt to review new taxes every fortnight’
GST collection
rise 56% to
`1.44 lakh cr
New Delhi (PTI):
GST collections in
June witnessed a
56% year-on-year
increase to over
`1.44 lakh crore on
economic recovery
and better anti-eva-
sion measures, the
finance ministry
said on Friday
.
GST collections
in June, 2021 stood
at `92,800 crore.
Speaking at the
GST Day celebra-
tions, Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Si-
tharaman said `1.4
lakh crore is the
“rough bottom line”
for monthly GST
revenue collections.
This is the fifth
time that the
monthly GST col-
lections crossed the
`1.40-lakh-crore
mark since incep-
tion of GST and
fourth month at a
stretch since March
2022, ministry said.
New Delhi (PTI): The
government is watch-
ful and mindful of the
impact of falling rupee
on the country's im-
ports, finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sithara-
man said, while assert-
ing that Indian cur-
rency has performed
relatively better than
others against dollar.
Depreciation of ru-
pee makes India's im-
ports costlier, while on
the other hand exports
become attractive.
The Reserve Bank
of India is very keenly
watchingtheexchange
rate. We are not alone
in this world. We are
also open as an econo-
my
...Therupeeagainst
the dollar and other
currencies versus the
dollar, the rupee has
performed relatively
better, she said.
Acknowledging that
falling rupee would
impact immediately
on imports, which will
become expensive, she
said, That is one
thing I am very watch-
ful and mindful of be-
cause a lot of our in-
dustries do depend on
some essential goods
to be imported upon
for their production.
Govt ‘watchful’ of
impact of declining
` on imports: FM
NIRMALA SAYS
WB gives $1.75 bn loan for health, pvt investment
New Delhi (PTI): The
World Bank has ap-
proved loans totalling
$1.75 billion (about Rs
13,834.54 crore) to fund
India’s PM Ayushman
Bharat scheme and pri-
vate investment to boost
the economic growth.
Of the total loan, $1
billion will go towards
the health sector, while
the rest $750 million
will be in the form of
development policy
loan (DPL) to fill the fi-
nancing gaps through
private sector invest-
ment in the economy
.
The World Bank
Board of Executive Di-
rectors approved two
complementary loans
of $500 million each to
support and enhance
India’s health sector.
Through this com-
binedfinancingof $1bil-
lion,theWorldBankwill
support India’s flagship
Pradhan Mantri-Ayush-
man Bharat Health In-
frastructure Mission
(PM-ABHIM), launched
in October 2021, the
World Bank said in a re-
lease on Friday
.
The funds will be
used to improve public
healthcare infrastruc-
ture across the country
.
In addition to the na-
tional-level interven-
tions, one of the loans
will prioritize seven
states namely Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala,
Meghalaya, Odisha,
Punjab, Tamil Nadu,
and Uttar Pradesh, the
multi-lateral funding
agency said.
Separately, its board
approved the DPL to the
union government to
support reforms criti-
cal to addressing fi-
nancing gaps by lever-
aging private sector in-
vestment in infrastruc-
ture, small businesses,
and the green finance
markets.
Govt hikes gold import duty to 15%
New Delhi (PTI): The
government has hiked
gold import duty to 15%
from 10.75% to check
the current account
deficit (CAD) and rising
import of the yellow
metal.
The duty changes
came into effect on June
30. Earlier, the basic
customs duty on gold
was 7.5%, now it will be
12.5%. Along with the
agriculture infrastruc-
ture development cess
(AIDC) of 2.5%, the ef-
fective gold customs
duty will be 15%.
FM Nirmala Sithara-
man said India does not
produce much gold. So,
the import of yellow
metal put stress on the
country’s forex.
“Gold is inelastic in
its demand. So, you
would want to see
whether you can at least
try to discourage to that
extent people import-
ing. Or if you are im-
porting and you still
want to import, please
pay up that much more
so that country can
have some revenue,”
she said.
There has been a sud-
den surge in imports of
gold. In May, a total of
107 tonnes of gold was
imported and in June
also, it was significant.
GOLD PRICES
JUMPS `1,088
New Delhi (PTI):
Gold in the national
capital on Friday
rose by `1,088 to
`51,458 per 10
grams, according to
HDFC securities. In
the previous trade,
the precious metal
finished at `50,370
per 10 grams. Sil-
ver, however, fell by
`411 to `58,159 per
kg from `58,570 per
kg in the previous
trade.
MARKETS SLIP FOR
THIRD DAY ON TROT
Mumbai (PTI): Bench-
mark indices settled
lower on Friday, with
the Sensex declining
111 points on the back
of a sharp fall in index
heavyweight Reliance
Industries.
The BSE benchmark
went lower by 111.01
points or 0.21% to settle
at 52,907.93.
The NSE Nifty dipped
28.20 points or 0.18% to
close at 15,752.05.
PowerGrid, NTPC,
Bharti Airtel, Maruti,
Dr Reddy’s Laborato-
ries and ICICI Bank
were the other major
laggards. On the other
hand, ITC, Bajaj Fi-
nance, Bajaj Finserv,
Hindustan Unilever,
Asian Paints, TCS and
HDFC were among the
major gainers.
RIL STOCK TUMBLES OVER 7%; ONGC
TANKS MORE THAN 13%
New Delhi (PTI): Shares of Reliance Industries tumbled over
7% on Friday, with its market valuation falling by `1.25 lakh
crore, after the government imposed an export tax on petrol,
diesel, and jet fuel (ATF). Shares of Reliance Industries fell
7.14% to settle at `2,408.95 apiece on the BSE. During the
day, it tumbled 8.82% to `2,365. The market valuation of Reli-
ance Industries eroded by `1,25,447.5 crore to `16,29,684.50
crore. It was the biggest drag among the Sensex firms.
Shares of ONGC tanked 13.40% to `131.15 apiece and Ve-
danta declined 4.04% to `213.95 on the BSE.
Mumbai (PTI): The
rupee rebounded from
its all-time low to close
12 paise higher at 78.94
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Friday. At
the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened
at 78.99 against the
greenback and fell to an
intra-day low of 79.12. It
finally settled at 78.94, a
rise of 12 paise over its
previous close.
RUPEE GAINS 12
PAISE TO CLOSE
AT 78.94/$
New Delhi (PTI): In-
dia's manufacturing
sector activity eased to
a nine-month low in
June as growth of total
sales and production
moderated amid in-
tense price pressures.
The seasonally ad-
justed SP Global India
Manufacturing PMI fell
to 53.9 in June from 54.6
in May, the weakest
pace of growth since
last September.
The June PMI data
pointed to an improve-
ment in overall operat-
ing conditions for the
twelfth straight month.
Factory orders and
production rose for the
twelfth straight month
in June, but in both cas-
es the rates of expan-
sion eased to nine-
month lows. Increases
were commonly attrib-
uted to stronger client
demand, although some
survey participants in-
dicated that growth was
restricted by acute in-
flationary pressures,
the survey said.
Monitored firms re-
ported increase for a
wide range of inputs --
including chemicals,
electronics, energy,
metals -- which they
partly passed on to cli-
ents in the form of
higher selling prices.
India’s June
factory
growth at
9-month low
New Delhi (PTI):
State-owned Coal In-
dia on Friday said
its coal production
increased 29% year-
on-year to a record
159.8 million tonne
(MT) in April-June
this fiscal. It had
produced 124 MT
coal in the year-ago
period, Coal India
Limited (CIL) said.
CIL ended April-
June FY23 capping a
historic high of
29%. CIL produced
159.8 MT of coal,
which is 35.8 MT
more than the 124
MT in April-June
FY22. All the coal
companies of CIL
have registered
growth, the compa-
ny said.
Such growth was
never witnessed in
any Q1 since CIL's
inception. The com-
pany's first-quarter
production surge of
nearly 36 MTs sur-
passed the entire an-
nual increase of 26.4
MT of FY22, a senior
company official
said in the state-
ment.
Increased produc-
tion enables better
stock build-up, it
added.
With the coal de-
mand from power
plants reaching a
higher pitch, CIL's
supplies to the pow-
er sector reached a
new high of 153.2
MT during the quar-
ter, registering a
strong growth of
19.8%. The expan-
sion in absolute
terms was 25.3 MT
over 127.9 MT of last
fiscal's Q1.
Coal India registers
record 160 MT
output in April-June
Power consumption
grows 17.2% in June
New Delhi (PTI): Pow-
er consumption in the
country grew by 17.2%
year-on-year to 134.13
billion units (BU) in
June, amid severe heat
and spurt in economic
activities.
Power consumption
in June last year was
recorded at 114.48 BU.
Moreover, peak pow-
er demand met, which
is the highest supply in
a day, during June this
year remained at an all-
time high of 209.80 GW
(on June 8). The peak
power supply stood at
191.24 GW in June 2021.
The power consump-
tion and demand were
affected in June 2020,
due to the imposition of
lockdown restrictions
for curbing the spread
of the coronavirus.
According to experts,
power consumption
and demand rose main-
ly because of severe
heat and spurt in eco-
nomic activities, push-
ing commercial and in-
dustrial requirements
of electricity in India.
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Mumbai:  Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut on
Friday appeared be-
fore the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) here
to record his state-
ment in connection
with an ongoing mon-
ey laundering investi-
gation on Friday.
Raut reached the ED
office located at the Bal-
lard Estate in south
Mumbai around 11.30
am, where a large num-
ber of Shiv Sena work-
ers were already pre-
sent.
A heavy police con-
tingent was also de-
ployed outside the cen-
tral agency's office and
barricades were placed
on the roads leading to
the office.
Raut, before entering
the office, told reporters
said that he will co-op-
erate with the 'neutral'
agency as it is his duty
as an MP and a citizen
to co-operate with them
I will co-operate
with the agency in the
investigation. It had
summoned me, they re-
quire some information
from me and it is my
duty as a member of
Parliament, responsi-
ble citizen and leader of
a political party to co-
operate with them.
Talking about the
probe, he said that he
was 'fearless and un-
daunted' and has not
done 'anything wrong
in his life'.
When asked whether
it is a politically moti-
vated case, Raut said,
We will come to know
it later. I think I am ap-
pearing before the
agency, which is neu-
tral, and I have full con-
fidence in them.
The ED had sum-
moned the MP for ques-
tioning in the money
launderingprobelinked
to the re-development
of a Mumbai 'chawl' and
other related financial
transactions involving
his wife and friends.
The agency had ear-
lier summoned him on
June 28. However, Raut
had termed the ED's
summons as a conspir-
acy to stop him from
fighting against the
Shiv Sena's political op-
ponents.
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Happiness is a choice, to be truly
happy we have to remember this on a
daily basis and act accordingly.
— Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Two drug
peddlers were arrest-
ed and 54 kilograms
of high-grade ganja
was seized on the
Solapur-Pune high-
way by the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB)
on Thursday, officials
said on Friday.
The seized contra-
band is worth approxi-
mately Rs85 lakh. It was
sourced from Ganjam,
Odisha, and was des-
tined for further distri-
bution to peddlers in
Mumbai, Surat and
other adjoining areas,
according to NCB offi-
cials.
NCB was actively
working on an input
wherein an inter-state
syndicate was conspir-
ing to supply high-qual-
ity Ganja into the city.
The syndicate had
planned the urgent sup-
ply for replenishment
to the local drug ped-
dlers due to recent en-
forcement activities
leading to a number of
successful seizures by
the agencies.
Accordingly, the in-
telligence network was
heightened to track
down the operating
module. Thereafter, the
input was further devel-
oped and specific input
was analyzed pertain-
ing to the schedule and
other details about the
transportation of the
drug, the NCB said.
NCB seizes 54 kg of ganja
worth `85 lakh, 2 arrested
‘Had BJP agreed to 2.5 yrs
of Shiv Sena CM, there
would never have been MVA’
First India Bureau
Mumbai: A day after
Eknath Shinde, a re-
bel Shiv Sena leader,
was named the Chief
Minister of Ma-
harshtra, former
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray lashed
out at the BJP and
said that had the for-
mer ally partner
agreed to this earli-
er, there would have
been no Maha Vikas
Aghadi in the state.
The Shiv Sena had
had stitched an alli-
ance with rival NCP
and Congress to form
the MVA government
in 2019 after parting
ways with the BJP as
the Shiv Sena had de-
manded 2.5 years of
Chief Ministership
each for both the par-
ties during the term of
five years, which the
BJP had not agreed to.
Talking about the
swearing-in ceremony
of Shinde who was ap-
pointed as the Chief
Minister and Devendra
Fadnavis who was
sworn in as his Deputy
,
Thackeraysaid,About
what happened yester-
day, I had told Amit
Shah earlier as well
that there should be a
Shiv Sena CM for 2.5
years (during Shiv Se-
na-BJP alliance). Had
they done this earlier,
there would've been no
Maha Vikas Aghadi.
Hitting out at Shin-
de, who led the revolt
against him for over a
week which culminat-
ed in the resignation
of Thackeray from the
office, the Shiv Sena
chief said that the new
CM is not from his par-
ty which the BJP has
aimed at making. He
said that he had told
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah in 2019
about the distribution
of Chief Ministerial
posts for 2.5 years each.
“The manner in
which Govt has been
formed  a so-called
Shiv Sena worker has
been made CM, I had
said the same to Amit
Shah. This could've
been done respectfully
.
The Shiv Sena was of-
ficially with you (at
that time). This CM
(Eknath Shinde) is not
a Shiv Sena CM,
Thackeray said.
Sanjay Raut appears for ED probe,
says have not done anything wrong
Satish Nandgaonkar
Mumbai: Even as the
metro car shed at
Kanjurmarg remains
stuck in a legal tangle
before the Bombay
High Court, the cost
of the underground
Metro 3 line from
Cuffe Parade in South
Mumbai to SEEPZ in
western suburbs has
ballooned by over
Rs10,000 crore over
the last five years.
Though the construc-
tion of over a dozen
metro projects pro-
gressed rapidly during
the first two years of
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the projects also saw
cost escalation. The 33.5
km Metro 3 line project
has escalated by
Rs10,000 crore from
Rs23,136 crore estimat-
ed in 2016 to Rs33,406
crore. The Japan Inter-
national Cooperation
Agency is funding 60%
of the total project cost.
According to a cost es-
calation report submit-
ted by the Mumbai Met-
ro Rail Corporation
(MMRC) to the state gov-
ernment for approval
earlier this year, land
acquisition cost shot up
from Rs590 crore to
Rs1,483 crore. “The larg-
est component for cost
escalation happens to be
the construction of tun-
nels, stations and car
depots. The previous es-
timate of Rs10,708 has
ballooned to Rs18,711
crore,”statedthereport.
The Devendra Fad-
navis-led BJP govern-
ment in 2019 had origi-
nally hoped to build the
car shed at Aarey Milk
Colony. The proposal
had faced strong opposi-
tion from Mumbai’s en-
vironmental activists,
who accused the gov-
ernment of destroying
the last green lung of
Mumbai. The Aarey
Conservation Group led
by environmental activ-
ist D Stalin and Zoru
Bathena had strongly
opposed it, and
launched a Twitter
campaign against it.
Though Shiv Sena
had supported the plan
while being a part of
the Fadnavis-led gov-
ernment, it acted upon
its support for Aarey
conservation only after
the Maha Vikas Aghadi
government came to
power in 2019. In Octo-
ber 2020, it decided to
shift the metro car shed
to Kanjurmarg, but the
constructionwasstayed
by the Bombay High
Court in December
2020, citing multiple
claims on the land.
A year later in Sep-
tember 2021, the Ud-
dhav Thackeray gov-
ernment declared 812
acres of land around
the car shed in Aarey
Milk Colony as reserve
forest and handed it to
the forest department.
Over two-and-a-half
years of MVA govern-
ment, the first phase of
elevated Metro Line 2A
and Line 7 located be-
tween Dahanukarwadi
and Aarey Milk Colony
were completed. They
were inaugurated by
Chief Minister Uddhav
ThackerayinApril2022.
Eknath Shinde, then the
Urban Development
Minister, had played a
key role in pushing the
projects towards com-
pletion before 2022 civic
body elections.
Cost of Metro 3 line up by `10K cr to `33.4K cr: MMRC
RAPID HIKE
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Report
attributes
ballooning to
construction
of tunnels,
stations and
car sheds;
initial
estimate was
`23,136
crore
About what
happened
yesterday, I
had told Amit
Shah earlier as well
that there should be a
Shiv Sena CM for 2.5
years (during Shiv
Sena-BJP alliance).
Had they done this
earlier, there would've
been no Maha Vikas
Aghadi
—Uddhav Thackeray,
Former Chief Minister
Sanjay Raut registers presence at the ED office situated at
Ballard Estate on Friday. —PHOTO BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE
Shiv Sena Chief Uddhav Thackrey and former CM press
conference at Sena Bhavan
 —PHOTO BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE
RAUT'S TWEET
54 kg of high-grade ganja was seized on Maha’s Pune-Solapur
highway.  —PHOTO BY ANI/TWITTER
Maha bureaucratic
reshuffle on the cards
Renni Abraham
Mumbai: The IAS and
IPS community in Ma-
harashtra is once
again caught up in the
political spin of an ex-
pected reshuffle that
is likely to adversely
impact at least three
top administrative
heads in the state.
According to well-
placed sources, Chief
Secretary Manukumar
Srivastav, Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corpora-
tion Administrator I S
Chahal, the State Direc-
torGeneralof PoliceRa-
jnish Seth, and even the
freshly appointed Mum-
bai Police Commission-
er Vivek Phansalkar are
in the zone to have their
roles recast (read facing
transfers).
According to a source
in the know, “This is
only to be expected
whenever there is a
change of guard in the
state politics and has no
reflection on the capa-
bilities of the concerned
officerswhoareappoint-
ed to the top posts as per
the discretion of the rul-
ing political parties in
direct consultation with
the Chief Minister. Not
only these top posts but
also several other cru-
cial posts will likewise
see a change in Maha-
rashtra.”
A senior bureaucrat
told First India, “We are
only posted as per the
pleasure of the ruling
dispensation and are
usedtobeingtransferred
in and out as per their
discretion. Only recently
your paper had reported
about the realignment in
the state bureaucracy
that had taken place.
Thatisexactlythenature
of thebeast,sotospeak.”
First India had re-
ported recently about
how the bureaucracy at
the state secretariat
Mantralaya was finally
at ease over the longev-
ity of the Uddhav
Thackearay led MVA
government. Ironically,
when the bureaucracy
got comfortably confi-
dent about the govern-
ment’s tenure, the MVA
government collapsed
due to political deser-
tions.
In another political
development, a fresh
list of 12 candidates to
be appointed as Gover-
nor-nominated MLCs
in the Vidhan Pari-
shad will also be sub-
mitted by the Eknath
Shinde government.
The earlier list of 12
candidates submitted
by the MVA govern-
ment was kept pend-
ing by Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Sin-
gh Koshyari for close
to two years.
Chief secretary,
state DGP,
Mumbai police
 civic chief’s
may be
replaced
Mumbai (PTI): The
Maharashtra Con-
gress on Friday
questioned why
Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari al-
lowed Eknath
Shinde to take the
names of Shiv
Sena founder Bal
Thackeray and
ThaneSenastrong-
man, the late
AnandDighewhen
he was sworn in as
chief minister on
Thursday
.
State Congress
chief spokesper-
son Atul Londhe
tweeted that, in
2019, when the
Maha Vikas Agha-
di government was
being sworn in, the
governor had
asked some minis-
ters to repeat the
oath of office and
secrecy for taking
the names of vari-
ous leaders.
Has the governor
changed his stand,
Londhe asked.
Maha Cong
questions
Guv over CM
taking names
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ollywood actress
Sara Ali Khan is
an avid social
media user and
often treats her
fans with inter-
esting titbits and
stunning pictures. She is
a stunner and lights up
her Instagram every time
she posts a picture or cap-
tion/quote. Apart from
this, the Simmba actress
has also been a fitness
freak and is often seen
motivating her fans with
her fitness journey
. Also,
she never misses a chance
to indulge her fans in her
life and often interacts
with them via Instagram
stories, asking for their
opinions on various
things. Speaking of
which, the actress on
Wednesday took to her
Insta stories and asked
fans to suggest to her the
best option between a Ba-
nana milkshake and Ce-
real with cold milk.
And as the
Simmba actress
is holidaying
in London
t h e s e
d a y s ,
fitness
c o n -
tinues to be her priority.
Taking to her Instagram
handle, the actress
shared a picture of her-
self dressed in yellow
athleisure paired with a
pair of sneakers and a
cap. Sara was also seen
carrying a sling bag and
was enjoying her full-fat
drink. She captioned the
picture as: “Full fat.”
Stunning
B MARRIAGE PLANS
W
ith many
celebrity
weddings
t a k i n g
place in the recent
past, Salaar actress,
Shruti Haasan was
also asked the inevi-
table question about
her marriage plans.
The actress was
posed with the ques-
tion of her marriage
planswhen
s h e
men-
tioned that she has
no clue about the
same. She was quot-
ed saying, “I have no
clue. I have no an-
swer for you.”
However, this is
not the first time
that Shruti Haasan
has opened up about
her marriage plans.
The star was ques-
tioned about her
idea of marriage.
Faced with the in-
quiry, she said.
“It’s not something
I’d jump at right
away.” She also said
that her views on
marriage had been
influenced by her
parents’ divorce.
“Because their mar-
riage did not work
out, she would not
discount the idea of
marriage. When it
worked, they were a
brilliant couple, and
that’s what I chose to
look at.”
TAAPSEE
IN DUNKI
T
aapsee Pannu is
a household
name in the
world of Hindi
cinema. She is one of
the most successful and
versatile actresses of
the current generation
in Bollywood. The
Saand Ki Aankh ac-
tress is on cloud nine
ever since she bagged
Rajkumar Hirani’s
movie, Dunki, along-
side Shah Rukh Khan
in the lead. This marks
her first collaboration
with the filmmaker and
actor. The Haseen
Dillruba actress has of-
ten expressed her ex-
citement about bagging
the role with King Khan
in Dunki.
Taapsee revealed
that she got the oppor-
tunity of working in
Dunki due to her tal-
ent. “I feel so happy
that this has happened
purely based on creden-
tials and talent. Nobody
picked up the phone for
a recommendation. I
got the film only be-
cause someone liked I
what did,” the ac-
tress said. Further,
Taapsee talked
about the film and
said that they
have started work
on it and also
have finished
one schedule on
Dunki. She add-
ed that they have
completed a little
less than half the
film.
I feel so happy that this
has happened purely
based on credentials
and talent. Nobody
picked up the phone
for a recommenda-
tion. I got the film
only because
someone liked
I what did.
—TAAPSEE
A
kshay Kumar and
Twinkle Khanna are
one of the most
adored Bollywood
couples. They have been married
forovertwodecades.Theyarepar-
entstotwokids-AaravandNitara.
Recently
, Twinkle joined for an
interview where she talked about
her life. During the chat, the Bar-
saat actress talked about how she
hastoplaya‘dualrole’forherchil-
dren when her husband-actor Ak-
shay travels for work.
On the talk show ‘The Icons’ on
Tweak India’s YouTube channel,
Twinkle said: “When my hus-
band travels, I feel I have to play
the dual role and it’s not gender-
based like he’s the man, I’m the
woman but my weakness is that
I am an overthinker and he is a
laid-back person. I feel that when
the kids are there you need a bal-
ance of the boat.” Twinkle an-
nounced that her short story Sa-
laam Noni Appa from her book
The Legend of Lakshmi Prasad
will be adapted into a film.
Y
ami Gautam has proved
her versatility with her
films. The actress got
married last year and
since then has been in a happy
space. When asked does having a
husband from the same profes-
sional background helps you?
Talking about Aditya Dhar, the
actress added that with him it’s
not just the profession that is com-
mon, it is to do with the kind of
person that he is. “There can also
be somebody from the same field
buttheunderstandinglevelmay
not be in sync as you may ex-
pect from someone from the
same field. So it comes down
to the person that you are,
more than just the profes-
sion and I am blessed,”
quipped the actress.
‘DUAL ROLE’
blessed’
‘I am very
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