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HAMAS TERRORISM, THE  ISRAELIAN MASSACRE IN THE GAZA STRIP
AND THE BUILDING OF PEACE IN THE REGION
Fernando Alcoforado*
This article aims to explain the facts related to the conflict between the State of Israel and
the Palestinians of Hamas and propose how immediate peace and lasting peace between
the belligerents can be celebrated. It is important to note that the Gaza Strip (Map 1) is a
Palestinian territory made up of a narrow strip of land in the Middle East located on the
eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea, which borders Egypt in the southwest (11 km)
and Israel in the east and north (51 km). The name Gaza Strip derives from the name of
its main city, Gaza, whose existence dates back to Antiquity. The Gaza Strip is 41
kilometers long and only 6 to 12 kilometers wide, with a total area of 365 square
kilometers. The Gaza Strip is one of the most densely populated territories on the planet,
has a population of around 2 million inhabitants, has precarious infrastructure, suffers
from chronic water shortages and has practically no industries.
Map 1- Map of the Gaza Strip
Map of the Gaza Strip showing urban areas, refugee camps and border crossing points.
Source: https://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Gaza_Strip
In accordance with the Oslo Accords signed with Israel in 1993, the Palestinian National
Authority (PNA) became the administrative body that would govern the Palestinian
population centers (West Bank and Gaza Strip). After the Six Day War, in 2005, Israel
decided to withdraw its settlers and military from the Gaza Strip, handing over its
administration to the ANP due to the difficulty of coexisting in a small space with the
Palestinian population. Despite this, Israel maintained control of the airspace, territorial
waters and borders of the Gaza Strip. In practice, the Gaza Strip is under siege by Israel
by land and sea and, on the border with Egypt, it suffers from restrictions exercised by
 


	2. 2
the government of  that country against its population. This situation in the Gaza Strip is
similar to that faced by the Jewish population who lived in the Warsaw Ghetto in Poland
during World War II and who were then decimated in concentration camps by the Nazis.
It should be noted that two political forces (Fatah and Hamas) began to fight over the
power of the ANP - Palestinian National Authority that resulted from the Oslo Agreement
in 1993. The election of Hamas in January 2006 to lead the Palestinian Legislative
Council froze relations between Israel and the Palestinian National Authority. After
several street battles, Hamas completely expelled the Palestinian National Authority
dominated by Fatah from Gaza Strip, considered very conciliatory towards Israel, where
it was concentrated, leading this country to cut off all supplies from entering this region.
The impasse between Hamas and Fatah is mainly due to Hamas's resistance to
recognizing Israel's right to exist, to renounce violence or to accept previous agreements
signed between Israel and the ANP.
Seen as a terrorist group by Israel, the United States and European countries, Hamas has
been subject to a series of sanctions by these countries. With Hamas dominating the Gaza
Strip, the Israeli government increased surveillance over this territory, increased its
control over the borders and restricted the movement of products and people between the
two territories. Since then, there have been a series of open clashes between the Israeli
government and Hamas. In general, the clashes have involved Hamas launching missiles
at Israeli cities and Israeli attacks on the Gaza Strip, through bombings and ground
offensives. In addition to open clashes that resulted in hundreds of deaths (mostly
Palestinians), the relationship between Israelis and Palestinians in recent decades has been
marked by attacks, conflicts between the Israeli military and Palestinian civilians,
intifadas (popular uprisings) and attempts at peace agreements are always hampered for
some reason.
In recent days, the world has been following the intensification of the conflict between
Israelis and Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. Hamas terrorists, who breached the militarized
security barrier around the Gaza Strip on October 7, killed more than 1,300 people in
southern Israel and kidnapped around 200 people. Several people who are among those
killed and missing during the Hamas terrorist attack on Israel are foreigners. In response
to the savagery practiced by Hamas, the Israeli government also began barbaric and brutal
treatment of the Palestinian people with indiscriminate bombings and the threat of
invasion of the Gaza Strip under Hamas control by Israeli armed forces. Since the
beginning of the conflict, on October 7, between the State of Israel and Hamas, the Israeli
army has attacked around 5,000 Hamas targets in the Gaza Strip, indiscriminately
targeting the civilian population, and the Palestinians have fired at around 2,500 missiles
from across the border into Israeli territory. Since the beginning of the conflict, Israel has
systematically bombed the Gaza Strip, killing around 3,000 Palestinians.
Hamas has an arsenal of missiles supplied by Iran that can reach the outskirts of Tel Aviv
and Jerusalem. These new weapons are far from creating a "balance of terror" between
the two camps. Israel has immensely superior firepower and deterrence capacity, in
addition to having a very efficient anti-missile shield. According to the Israeli army, of
the approximately 1,050 missiles and mortars fired recently by Hamas, 850 were
intercepted by this anti-missile system. There is no doubt that a war plan is being carried
out by the Israeli government with the purpose of annihilating Hamas, with the next step
being a land invasion of the Gaza Strip. At this time, the main roads around the Gaza Strip
are being blocked, to facilitate the military operation that is being carried out. Before
beginning its offensive in Gaza Strip, Israel has incessantly bombed the civilian
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population of the  Gaza Strip and prevented the supply of electricity, fuel, water, food and
medicine to the population, which are used as weapons of war against Hamas. This is a
barbaric act, a war crime, carried out by the Israeli government when it attempted to kill
the lives of the inhabitants of Gaza by killing them with hunger and thirst.
Spokespeople for the Israeli government are recommending that the population of the
north of the Gaza Strip move to the south in order to facilitate its action in the fight against
Hamas. This military operation commanded by Benjamin Netanyahu, Israeli Prime
Minister, would also aim to strengthen him politically given that he is being blamed for
the weakness in Israel's defenses in the October 7th terrorist attack carried out by Hamas.
On October 17, the bombing of a hospital in the Gaza Strip took place, which left at least
500 people dead and was attributed to Israel by the Gaza Ministry of Health, being widely
condemned by governments around the world. Israel blames Islamic Jihad without
evidence, which denied having anything to do with the bombing. Hamas terrorism does
not justify the barbarity practiced by the Israeli government against the civilian population
of the Gaza Strip. After the bombing of the Gaza hospital attributed to Israel, the
environment became hostile with the Arab world recriminating the Israeli government to
the point of canceling a meeting between Arab leaders they would have with President
Joe Biden of the United States.
If both sides want to live in peace they need to submit to international laws. The conflict
between the State of Israel and the Hamas Palestinians will only come to an immediate
end if there is a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas, the exchange of hostages held by
Hamas for Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons and the creation of a corridor
humanitarian aid in the Gaza Strip to prevent Palestinians from dying from thirst and
hunger. For a lasting peace agreement to begin between Palestinians and Israelis, Israel
and Hamas must cease their hostilities, pre-1967 borders must be respected, Jerusalem
must be transformed into an international city under the control of the United Nations,
given that there is a deep disagreement between Palestinians and Israelis over their
division, the immediate withdrawal of Israeli settlers from Palestinian lands in the West
Bank, the return of refugees from the Arab-Israeli wars to their former lands and the
recognition of Palestine as an independent state. Without this solution there will only be
a continuation of wars, with some truces, but no lasting peace. To mediate the conflict,
the UN, through its Security Council, must assume this role. In addition to mediating the
conflict, the UN must determine who is responsible for the war crimes committed by
Hamas and the Israeli government.
* Fernando Alcoforado, awarded the medal of Engineering Merit of the CONFEA / CREA System, member
of the Bahia Academy of Education, of the SBPC- Brazilian Society for the Progress of Science and of
IPB- Polytechnic Institute of Bahia, engineer from the UFBA Polytechnic School and doctor in Territorial
Planning and Regional Development from the University of Barcelona, college professor (Engineering,
Economy and Administration) and consultant in the areas of strategic planning, business planning, regional
planning, urban planning and energy systems, was Advisor to the Vice President of Engineering and
Technology at LIGHT S.A. Electric power distribution company from Rio de Janeiro, Strategic Planning
Coordinator of CEPED- Bahia Research and Development Center, Undersecretary of Energy of the State
of Bahia, Secretary of Planning of Salvador, is the author of the books Globalização (Editora Nobel, São
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