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	5. Letter
from the
Editor
A good
education  is a
foundation for a
better future.
-Elizabeth
Warren
G
one are the days when boarding schools were synonymous with exclusivity and
homogeneity. In the pursuit of excellence, these institutions are now fervently
championing diversity, fostering an environment where students from all walks of life can
thrive. By embracing a multitude of cultural, racial, and socioeconomic backgrounds, boarding
schools are cultivating global citizens who are equipped to navigate an increasingly interconnected
world.
While academic prowess remains a cornerstone of boarding schools, they have recognized the
signi icance of holistic development. These institutions are reimagining education by emphasizing
the integration of arts, athletics, and community service into their curriculum. By encouraging
students to explore their passions beyond the con ines of the classroom, boarding schools are
nurturing well-rounded individuals capable of making meaningful contributions to society.
The landscape of boarding schools in the United States is undergoing a remarkable evolution.
With a strong emphasis on diversity, holistic development, mental health, sustainability, and
technological integration, these institutions are shaping a new era of education. As we
navigate the changing narratives, it is crucial to recognize the immense potential of these
transformative initiatives in shaping the future leaders, thinkers, and innovators of our
society.
In this edition, 'Most Prestigious Boarding Schools in the United States, 2023,' The
Education View showcases the progressive spirit that propels boarding schools into an
era of unparalleled excellence and inclusion.
As we delve into the world of elite education, we ind ourselves at a unique juncture,
witnessing a remarkable transformation that is reshaping the very foundations of
these esteemed institutions.
Join us as we celebrate the remarkable transformation of these education
facilitators, providing an inside look at the innovative practices and
inspiring stories that de ine boarding school education in the United
States today.
Embark on an enticing literary voyage as you lip through the
pages!
- Riya Chatterjee
Managing Editor
C
Change
in Boarding Education
American
The Winds of
T H E
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Elevating Education with  a Boutique Experience
Rivermont
Collegiate
8
one are the days
Gwhen a school's job
was to deliver timely
lectures and provide grade
sheets to its students. Today,
as the world becomes more
and more global as each day
passes, educational
institutions need to cater
plethora of facilities to
foster roundabout
development in their pupils.
Commitment to academic
excellence, diversity, and
character development, all
of these factors count for a
school to make it a top
choice among families
seeking a well-rounded
education for their children.
One such school with an
innovative approach to
learning, state-of-the-art
facilities, and a nurturing
community, setting it apart
from other educational
institutions and making it
an ideal place for students
to thrive and reach their full
potential is Rivermont
Collegiate.
Rivermont Collegiate is a
premier independent school
in Bettendorf, Iowa, that
provides a top-tier
education for preschool to
twelfth-grade students. The
school has been serving the
community for over 138
years and is renowned for
as an ideal place for
students who seek a
versatile education.
One of Rivermont
Collegiate's standout
features is its student body
diversity. The school has
consistently been
recognized as one of the
most diverse private high
schools in America, this is a
testament to the college's
welcoming environment
that fosters an inclusive
atmosphere. The school's
staﬀ and faculty are
dedicated to making all
students feel valued and
respected, regardless of
race, religion, or
background. This dedication
has enabled students
worldwide to come together
to learn and grow in a
supportive and enriching
environment.
Rivermont's Upper
School provides a rigorous,
integrated college prep
curriculum in a supportive
environment.
 


	9. Features
change, Rivermont
Collegiate remained
committed  to providing
students with a top-quality
education that would help
them succeed academically
and beyond.
In 2017, the school
decided to return to its
roots with the addition of a
co-educational boarding
program for both domestic
and international students.
Since then, the school has
continued to expand its
oﬀerings and provide
students with the tools they
need to succeed.
Rivermont Collegiate's
mission is to empower
academically driven
students by cultivating their
intellect, character, and
creativity.
Three Pillars
Intellect: Given challenge,
guidance, and time becomes
wisdom.
Character: Demonstrated
through a strong sense of
personal and social
responsibility.
Creativity: Cultivates
innovative thinkers who
respond inventively to
unknown challenges,
unhindered by conventional
frameworks.
Creativity, combined with
Intellect and Character, calls
Rivermont Lions to serve
others and the world at
large. By instilling these
values in their students,
Rivermont Collegiate aims
to create graduates
equipped to take on the
world and positively impact
their communities.
A Journey Through Time
and a Commitment to
Excellence
Rivermont Collegiate is a
boarding and day school
that has been serving its
community and families for
over 138 years. The school
was founded in 1884 as a
boarding and day school
exclusively for girls.
However, in 1968, the
school dropped its boarding
program and became co-
educational. Despite this
The Education View June 2023
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Mr. Roach's Visionary
Leadership
The  success of Rivermont
Collegiate, a top-tier
boarding school in the
United States, can be
attributed to the visionary
leadership of Mr. C. Max
Roach, the school's
Headmaster. With
extensive experience in
boarding education, having
attended and worked in
some of America's best
boarding schools, Mr. Roach
partnered with the board of
trustees, parents, and
community partners to
launch a boarding program
in 2017.
Recognizing that local
students could bene it from
attending a school with
students from all over the
world, Mr. Roach worked to
welcome students from
abroad. By doing so, he
knew that local students
would be better prepared
for success in increasingly
global markets. Similarly, he
recognized that
international students
would bene it from
attending one of the top-
performing schools in the
United States at a price
point that represented
tremendous value for
prospective boarding
parents.
Since the launch of the
boarding program,
Rivermont Collegiate has
become a global village,
serving local students and
those from around the
world. The school's
boarding students come
from China, Congo, DRC,
France, Germany, Jamaica,
Japan, Mexico, Montenegro,
Morocco, Serbia, Singapore,
Spain, South Korea, Turkey,
Thailand, Ukraine, Vietnam,
and the United States,
among others.
Rivermont Collegiate has
made a signi icant
contribution to uplifting
education in the United
States by providing a unique
academic and cultural
experience for its students.
The school's boarding
students become part of the
community, enjoying local
food, shopping in stores,
and exploring the
surrounding areas. Through
these experiences, they gain
a better understanding of
the world and take these
experiences home with
them. Thanks to the vision
and leadership of Mr. Roach,
Rivermont Collegiate
continues to be a leader in
the boarding school
industry, providing a world-
class education to students
from all corners of the
globe.
Overcoming Challenges
and Fostering Community
Rivermont Collegiate has
faced a signi icant challenge
with the outbreak of COVID-
19 and the resulting travel
disruptions. The school
responded by leveraging its
strong sense of community
and prioritizing the highest
safety protocols to ensure it
remained open for face-to-
face learning without a
single on-campus
transmission until the
Omicron variant. Through
strict masking and other
safety measures, Rivermont
Collegiate became
recognized as a leader in
handling the pandemic in
terms of safety protocols,
keeping classes open for
those who could attend, and
minimizing learning loss.
Apart from academics, the
school has arranged a
variety of extracurricular
activities for students to
engage in over the
weekends. These activities
include oﬀ-campus options
like hiking, camping, skiing,
trips to shopping malls, and
more. Additionally, there are
cultural and community
service opportunities, such
as musical performances
and local service projects, as
well as on-campus activities
like sports games, movie
nights, and music programs.
Despite the challenges
presented by the pandemic,
today, Rivermont Collegiate
continues to provide a well-
rounded experience for its
boarding students,
encouraging them to take
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Rivermont's curriculum prepares
students for success at competitive
colleges and universities.
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programs, Rivermont
Collegiate is  ranked among
the top 8 percent of Best
High Schools for STEM in
America and the #1 Best
High School for STEM in
Iowa.
In addition to oﬀering an
outstanding education,
Rivermont Collegiate
provides unique programs
that allow students to gain
global exposure. One such
program is College
Counseling, which is
structured and thorough.
The program guides
students through the
complicated college
application process,
including exploring
college/university choices,
applying for scholarships,
engaging in challenging
summer programs,
choosing recommenders,
and meeting all deadlines
for regular and special
programs. Even after college
acceptance, Rivermont
graduation, and throughout
life as alumni, advising and
counseling continue.
Rivermont Collegiate also
supports international
students through its
International Student
Support program. As an
approved Student Visitor
and Exchange Program
school, Rivermont
Collegiate's College
Counselor and Director of
Admissions are certi ied by
the Department of
Homeland Security to
initiate and produce Form I-
20 through the SEVIS
Student and Exchange and
Visitor Information System.
The program guides
international students and
their parents through the
special college application
procedures for international
students. The school also
provides sheltered
instruction for English
Language Learners (ELLs),
integrating language and
content instruction.
The Upper School (Grades
9-12) at Rivermont
Collegiate provides a
rigorous, integrated college
prep curriculum in a
supportive environment.
The school focuses on
preparing students with
critical thinking, problem-
solving, and writing skills
necessary for success in
college and the global job
market. The Upper School
curriculum provides an
increasing degree of choice
and challenge as students'
progress. A broad
knowledge base in English,
history, science, math, world
language, and the arts is
combined with a wide
variety of honors,
independent study, and
Advanced Placement (AP)
courses. Advisors work
closely with students to
advantage of all the
extracurricular
opportunities available. The
students' bond with their
classmates and relieve
stress by having fun in a
safe, welcoming
environment.
Premier School
Leveraging Global
Exposure
Rivermont Collegiate is a
pre-eminent boarding
school in the United States
dedicated to providing
students with a premier
STEAM education. Their
commitment to excellence
in education is
demonstrated through the
completion of a new
30,000-square-foot, three-
storey STEAM building in
2019, which includes state-
of-the-art labs, classrooms,
a maker space, dorms, and
faculty apartments. As a
result of their exceptional
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help develop their academic
plans and choose courses
that best suit their strengths
and goals.
At Rivermont Collegiate, the
diversity of the Rivermont
Experience, both in and out
of the classroom, develops
each student into a well-
rounded adult. Students are
encouraged to stretch
themselves, explore new
ideas, and take risks in
academics, athletics, and
arts. Rivermont is a
community where all
members think – and act –
outside the box.
In 2022-2023, Rivermont
Collegiate received the
following rankings on
Niche.com, a trusted online
aggregator of school
information from across the
US:
Nationally:
• Top 3 percent Most
Diverse Private High
Schools in America
• Top 8 percent Best College
Prep Private High Schools
in America
• Top 8 percent Best High
Schools for STEM in
America
In Iowa:
#1 Best High School for
STEM
#1 Most Diverse Private
High School
#1 Best College Prep Private
High School
Expert Advice
Mr. Roach shared two pieces
of advice for students and
parents seeking education.
Firstly, he emphasized the
importance of inding the
'best it' school for their
child rather than choosing a
school solely based on its
reputation.
The second piece of
advice was to be cautious of
some international
education consultants who
use predatory practices. Mr.
Roach warned that these
consultants might spread
misinformation about US
college prep programs,
standardized testing, and
university applications.
They may also make false
promises, such as
guaranteeing test scores
and acceptance to speci ic
universities. He advised
families to be wary of
consultants who oﬀer
additional support services,
such as assistance in
applying to colleges and
universities and writing
college letters, as these
services are often
unnecessary and unhelpful.
Students and parents
should make informed
decisions and ind the best
education opportunities by
being aware of these
practices.
Expanding Horizons
Rivermont Collegiate's
vision for the future of its
boarding school is
promising. According to Mr.
Roach, they plan on adding
another 20 rooms, which
will increase the maximum
capacity of the boarding
program to 60 students.
With a total enrollment of
around 270, the school is
determined to maintain its
position as a boutique and
world-class boarding school
that oﬀers competitive
outcomes comparable to the
most expensive boarding
schools in the United States
but at a much lower cost.
Rivermont Collegiate's
goal is to continue providing
exceptional educational
experiences and
opportunities for its
students. With state-of-the-
art facilities, experienced
faculty, and a commitment
to academic excellence, the
school is poised to meet the
needs of students who want
to pursue their academic
goals in a supportive and
challenging environment.
The boarding program's
expansion is also an exciting
development for the school
as it opens up more
opportunities for students
who want to experience
living on campus. The
increased capacity will
allow the school to welcome
more students from
diﬀerent parts of the
country and around the
world, fostering a more
diverse and inclusive
community.
Overall, Rivermont
Collegiate's future is bright,
and the school is committed
to maintaining its
reputation as a world-class
institution that prepares
students for success in
college and beyond. T H E
 


	14. Most Prestigious Boarding  Schools
in the United States, 2023
JUNE - Issue 02
Lancaster Mennonite
www.lancaster
mennonite.org/
Midland School
Rivermont Collegiate
Woodlands Academy
of the Sacred Heart
Interlochen Arts Academy
www.midland-school.org/
www.rivermontcollegiate.org/
www.woodlands
academy.org/
www.interlochen.org/
Midland School provides a unique college
preparatory boarding school experience to a
diverse student body.
Rivermont Collegiate’s mission is to empower
academically driven students by cultivating their
intellect, character, and creativity.
Woodlands Academy of the Sacred Heart,
founded in 1858, is an independent Catholic
college preparatory day and boarding school.
Since 1928, Interlochen Arts Academy has oﬀered
an immersive arts experience that fosters a sense
of closeness discovered only through a deep,
shared appreciation.
Lancaster Mennonite inspires students with an
excellent, well-rounded PreK-12th grade education
in a nurturing and Christ-centered environment.
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	16. A Century at  the Arts Education Podium
Arts Academy
I
nterlochen Center for
Ithe Arts has been
carrying the emblem of
art-based education in the
United States since 1928.
With its rich history and
long heritage in the art ield,
Interlochen has attracted
gifted students from around
the world ever since its
inception.
Interlochen Arts
Academy took Interlochen’s
mission a step further by
becoming the irst arts-
based boarding school in
the United States. This
facility provided a year-
round training ground for
promising young artists ,
and the path to the future
success of the institute was
constructed.
Heritage of Almost a
Century
Since 1928, Interlochen
Center for the Arts has
oﬀered an immersive arts
experience that fosters a
sense of closeness
discovered only through a
deep, shared appreciation.
Generations of artists and
art enthusiasts have
experienced the special and
intangible magic that
transpires on Interlochen's
beautiful campus, nestled
between two pristine lakes
and surrounded by quiet
pines.
In 1962, Interlochen Arts
Academy opened its doors
as the nation's irst
independent boarding
school in the arts.
Interlochen Arts Academy
invites students from grades
9-12 and postgraduates for
once-in-a-lifetime arts
education programs
designed to hone their skills
and nurture their humanity.
The depth and breadth of its
oﬀerings are unmatched.
The Interlochen Arts
Academy transcends
backgrounds and beliefs,
borders and barriers. At
Interlochen, everyone is
united through the
universal language of the
arts.
Fostering Art Culture
Interlochen Center for the
Arts is the destination for
young artists, where they
transform passion and
potential into purpose.
The mission of
Interlochen is to engage and
inspire people worldwide
through excellence in
educational, artistic, and
cultural programs,
enhancing the quality of life
through the universal
language of the arts.
The ive core values of
this cademy are—'Inspiring,
Nurturing, Transformative,
Enlightening, and Enduring.'
These values support their
core purpose of igniting a
lifelong passion for the arts.
Founder's Resilience
The Founder of Interlochen,
Joseph Maddy, was a
visionary educator with a
deep passion for training
young musicians.
Throughout the institution's
history, Maddy advocated for
the school and its students
and worked tirelessly to
expand his successful
summer camp into a
multifaceted artistic haven.
Maddy's relentless
fundraising and networking
eﬀorts sustained the
institution through
challenging inancial
seasons, enabled its growth,
and raised its pro ile.
Making Arts Education
Mainstream in the US
Interlochen Arts Academy
has made signi icant eﬀorts
to uplift art education in the
United States. As the irst
arts-focused boarding high
school in the United States,
Interlochen Arts Academy
established the model for
integrated artistic and
academic study. Here,
students balance college-
preparatory academics with
conservatory-calibre artistic
training and a social-
emotional learning program,
The Interlochen 5. This one-
of-a-kind curriculum
cultivates ive core
capacities: mindfulness,
wellness, and resilience;
creative; interdisciplinary
perspective and
collaboration; global and
cultural perspective; and
community and citizen
artistry.
Battle Against the
Pandemic
The COVID-19 pandemic
was a signi icant challenge
for the cademy, as many of
the art forms practied at
Interlochen require face-to-
face interaction.
Early in the pandemic, the
school closed its campus
and pivoted to online
learning. The faculty
devised creative ways of
teaching the arts over
digital interfaces, such as
transforming theatre
productions into audio
dramas, holding private
lessons via Zoom, and
utilizing household
products as visual arts
materials.
In the fall of 2020, the
Academy reopened, thanks
to rigorous health and
safety protocols. All
students, faculty, and staﬀ
received regular COVID
testing and participated in
daily health screenings and
temperature checks.
Academic instructors
reduced the number of
students in their classes and
moved sessions outside.
Arts instructors
implemented a variety of
creative solutions, such as
no-contact dance
16
 


	17. As the first
arts-focused  boarding high
school in the United States,
Interlochen Arts Academy
established the model for
integrated artistic and
academic study.
partnering, outdoor
performance venues,
smaller ensembles/theatre
casts, and more.
As a result of these
precautions, the Academy
maintained rates of
community transmission. It
was able to continue in-
person operations until all
students, faculty, and staﬀ
were able to be vaccinated.
Student Engagement
through Extracurricular
Activities
The Academy hosts a
variety of school-sponsored
recreational activities.
Students enjoy regular
dances and mixers,
including Interlochen's
The Education View June 2023
Features
version of prom, MORP.
Other activities include
holiday celebrations, open
mic events, bon ires, game
tournaments, ski trips,
private ilm screenings at
local cinemas, and visits to
Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore.
Students have access to
the Dennison Center, a
state-of-the-art recreation
hub that features a
gymnasium, weight room,
itness studio, and rock
wall. The Academy has
ive competitive
sports teams and
several intramural
sports leagues.
 


	18. The Academy also  has
more than 30 student-led
clubs, which include art-
based groups, academic
clubs, af inity groups, and
more.
Nurturing Students for
Global Exposure
The Academy's student
body is a vibrant
multicultural community in
which international and
intercultural friendship is
nurtured. Led by the
Academy's director of
diversity, equity, and
inclusion, Interlochen Arts
Academy hosts on-campus
activities to celebrate the
diverse cultures
represented on the campus.
Internationally
recognized guest artists
frequently visit campus to
present master classes,
readings, Q&A sessions, and
performances. Recent
guests include Irish lautist
Sir James Galway; Romanian
conductor Cristian Mcelaru;
Cuban pianist Aldo Gavilán;
and Japanese
choreographer Yoshito
Sakuraba.
Beyond campus, Academy
students share their art
through touring
opportunities. Recent
destinations include David
Geﬀen Hall and National
Sawdust in New York City;
the New World Center in
Miami, Florida; and Lincoln
Hall in Chicago, Illinois.
Rich Heritage of
Accolades
Interlochen Center for the
Arts has received numerous
accolades. The institution
was awarded the National
Medal of the Arts in 2006
and was inducted into the
American Classical Music
Hall of Fame in 2021.
Interlochen Arts Academy
students maintain high
academic, artistic, and
personal achievement. 100
percent of Academy
students graduated during
the last ive academic years;
on average, 90 percent of
graduates are accepted into
one of their top-three
colleges. The school has
produced 50 Presidential
Scholars—more than any
other high school in the
nation. Interlochen's Camp
and Academy alums go on
to satisfying careers in the
arts and other sectors. Its
alums have received
hundreds of prestigious
awards and honours,
including:
• 14 MacArthur
Fellowships
• 144 Grammy Awards
(not including the
multitude of Interlochen
alums who have
performed in ensembles
associated with Grammy
Award-winning projects)
• 30 Tony Awards
• 25 Emmy Awards
• 3 Pulitzer Prizes
Additionally, 17 percent of
musicians in the nation's
major orchestras are Arts
Camp or Arts Academy
alums.
The Pursuit of a Glorious
Future
As Interlochen approaches
its centennial, the
institution celebrates its
leadership in arts education,
drawing upon its remark-
able success to envision
an even brighter future.
The organization is
planning to:
18
Camille Colatosti
Provost, Interlochen
Arts Academy
The Academy is working
to ensure that it can provide
access to world-class programs to
deserving young artists through
financial aid, merit awards, and
global scholarships.
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specialized expertise, new
voices, and innovative
methods to the campus.
• Ensure its diversity,
equity, and inclusion
programming inspires
Interlochen students,
staﬀ, and faculty to serve
as agents of compassion
and change. In this work,
Interlochen Arts Academy
is guided by one of
• Continue recruiting and
retaining renowned
faculty to enrich its
curriculum and artistic
programs, ensuring
accomplished, passionate
educators serve as
mentors for young artists.
• Continue to utilize the
very best visiting artists,
artists-in-residence, and
visiting faculty, who bring
Interlochen's core tenets:
World Friendship
Through the Universal
Language of the Arts.
• Continue oﬀering special
initiatives and touring
opportunities to provide
exceptional student
experiences.
Interlochen believes that
every student with the
talent and drive to bene it
from its programs should
have the opportunity to
attend, regardless of
inancial means. The
Institution is working to
ensure that it can provide
access to world-class
programs to deserving
young artists through
inancial aid, merit awards,
and global scholarships. T H E
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take charge of their
education, fostering a sense
of responsibility and self-
motivation.
In boarding schools,
students have greater
control over their academic
pursuits. They are
encouraged to make
informed choices regarding
course selections,
extracurricular activities,
and independent projects.
This autonomy allows
students to explore their
interests, passions, and
individual learning styles,
promoting a deeper
engagement with the
educational process.
This article delves into the
role of autonomy,
mentorship, and
personalized learning in
boarding school education,
highlighting their impact on
student development and the
advantages they bring to
students' academic and
personal journeys.
Autonomy and Ownership
of Learning
One of the fundamental
aspects of boarding school
education is the emphasis
on autonomy and the
ownership of learning.
Boarding schools recognize
the importance of
empowering students to
Aonomy,
Mentorship,
Role of
Exploring the
Personalized Learning
and
Boarding
in
oarding schools
Boﬀer a distinctive
educational
experience that goes
beyond traditional
classrooms. In addition to
academic excellence, these
institutions prioritize
autonomy, mentorship, and
personalized learning. By
empowering students to
take ownership of their
education, providing
mentorship opportunities,
and tailoring learning
experiences to individual
needs, boarding schools
foster an environment that
promotes personal growth,
intellectual curiosity, and
lifelong learning.
School Education
 


	22. Moreover, boarding
schools often  provide
opportunities for student-
led initiatives and
independent research
projects. These experiences
cultivate critical thinking,
problem-solving, and
decision-making skills. By
allowing students to drive
their own learning,
boarding schools foster a
sense of ownership and
instil a lifelong love for
learning.
Mentorship and Guidance
Mentorship plays a vital role
in the development of
students in boarding
schools. These institutions
prioritize the establishment
of strong relationships
between students and
faculty members, creating a
supportive environment
where mentorship thrives.
Mentors in boarding schools
serve as trusted guides who
provide academic, personal,
and emotional support to
students. They oﬀer
guidance in setting goals,
overcoming challenges, and
making important life
decisions. The mentor-
mentee relationship fosters
a sense of belonging, builds
self-con idence, and
encourages students to
reach their full potential.
The new-age boarding
schools of America often
implement structured
mentorship programs,
pairing students with
faculty members who share
similar interests or
expertise. Through regular
meetings, open
communication, and
individualized attention,
mentors provide
personalized guidance
tailored to each student's
unique needs and
aspirations. This
mentorship relationship
extends beyond academics
and encompasses various
aspects of student life,
nurturing character
development, leadership
skills, and resilience.
Personalized Learning
Approaches
Set away from the
distractions and typical
urban routines; the
boarding schools oﬀer
personalized learning,
which is very supportive
and transformative.
Personalized learning is a
key component of boarding
school education,
acknowledging that each
student has unique
strengths, learning styles,
and academic goals.
Boarding schools employ
various strategies to tailor
the learning experience to
meet individual needs and
promote academic success.
Small class sizes in
boarding schools facilitate
personalized attention and
engagement with teachers.
This allows educators to
identify students' strengths
and weaknesses and
provide targeted
instruction. Teachers can
adapt their teaching
methods to suit individual
learning styles,
incorporating hands-on
activities, discussions, and
collaborative projects to
foster deeper
understanding and critical
thinking.
Treating all the students
as family members, modern
boarding schools often
leverage technology to
support personalized
learning. Online learning
platforms, interactive tools,
and educational apps enable
students to access
resources, review materials
at their own pace, and
engage in self-directed
learning. Technology also
facilitates data-driven
assessments and feedback,
helping teachers tailor
instruction to address
speci ic areas of
improvement.
Additionally, boarding
schools may oﬀer lexible
course options and
advanced placement
programs, enabling
students to pursue subjects
of interest and challenge
themselves academically.
This personalized approach
to curriculum design
ensures that students are
actively engaged, motivated,
and inspired to explore
their passions.
Holistic Development and
Life Skills
Life skills are integrated
into the daily routine of
boarding schools. Students
are encouraged to take on
responsibilities such as
managing their time,
organizing their living
spaces, and participating in
community service
initiatives. These
experiences develop self-
discipline, accountability,
and a strong work ethic.
American boarding
schools prioritize holistic
development, recognizing
that education extends
beyond academics. These
institutions strive to equip
students with essential life
skills that prepare them for
success beyond the
classroom.
These schools often
integrate character
education and social-
emotional learning into
their curriculum. They
emphasize values such as
integrity, empathy, and
resilience, fostering the
development of well-
rounded individuals who
can navigate the
complexities of the modern
world.
Furthermore, boarding
schools provide ample
opportunities for
extracurricular activities,
sports, and the arts. These
pursuits cultivate
teamwork, leadership, and
creativity, complementing
students' academic journeys
and fostering a balanced
and enriching educational
experience.
Nurturing Holistic
Personality Development
The unique diﬀerentiating
factor is that boarding
schools excel in providing
an educational environment
that values autonomy,
mentorship, and
personalized learning. By
empowering students to
take ownership of their
education, fostering strong
mentorship relationships,
and tailoring learning
experiences, boarding
schools nurture the
development of well-
rounded individuals who
are academically successful,
self-motivated, and
equipped with the skills
necessary for future
success.
Boarding Schools as Launchpads
The Education View June 2023
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	24. Nurturing Excellence and  Global Engagement
urturing excellence
Nand global
engagement is a key
focus in many educational
institutions around the
world. Schools strive to
create an environment that
promotes excellence in
academics, character
development and the
pursuit of knowledge. By
nurturing excellence,
educators aim to inspire
students to reach their full
potential and achieve
outstanding results in their
academic pursuits.
At the same time, global
engagement has become
increasingly important in
education. Schools
recognize the need to
prepare students for a
globalized world where
interconnectedness and
cultural diversity play
signi icant roles. Global
engagement involves
exposing students to
diﬀerent cultures,
perspectives and ideas,
fostering intercultural
understanding, empathy
and a sense of global
citizenship.
Nurturing excellence and
global engagement go hand
in hand as they equip
students with the
knowledge, skills and
attitudes necessary to thrive
in an increasingly
interconnected and diverse
world. By nurturing
excellence, students develop
the academic competencies,
critical thinking abilities
and problem-solving skills
needed to excel
academically and contribute
to their communities. Global
engagement, on the other
hand, cultivates empathy,
cultural understanding and
a sense of responsibility
towards the global
community.
Located in the midst of
the vibrant core of
Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
Lancaster Mennonite
School (LM) stands as a
beacon of educational
excellence and character
development. With a rich
history rooted in providing
an Anabaptist, Christ-
centered environment, LM
has evolved into a diverse
community that nurtures
students to become
creative; innovative learners
prepared for college, career
and life.
Christy Horst, Director of
Enrollment at Lancaster
Mennonite School, brings
exceptional leadership and
a wealth of experience to
drive successful enrollment
strategies and foster a
thriving school community.
Let's explore the approach
LM is taking to help students
forge their paths into the
contemporary world!
A Journey of
Transformation
The school of what is
present-day Lancaster
Mennonite was founded as
an alternative to public
schools where students
could be taught in an
Anabaptist, Christ-centered
environment. The school is
currently a learning hub for
approximately 600 students.
The land was purchased
from formerly Yeates School
in 1942, during World War
II, and revived for this
Anabaptist Mennonite
School for people who were
seeking religious freedom in
school for teaching their
children.
The school started as a
high school with 151
students and then expanded
over the years to include
middle school and
elementary school. At one
point, the school stretched
across ive campuses, and
now all grades PreK-12th
are at one location on the
beautiful 95-acre campus.
Once the dormitory was
built, it was primarily used
by students from the region
who would stay during the
week and go home on the
weekends. Now the
residence hall is primarily
for international students
and a few students from the
U.S.
The schools initially
served mainly students
from Mennonite
backgrounds, but persons
from many denominations
increasingly became part of
the student body. Now the
school serves students and
families from very diverse
backgrounds who resonate
with the values of the
Lancaster Mennonite School
community.
Mission, Vision and Core
Values
Mission: Lancaster
Mennonite School provides
PreK-12th grade education
in a diverse community that
nurtures students to
become creative and
innovative learners who are
prepared for college, career
and life. Centered to Christ
and committed to
educational excellence,
students are empowered to
change the world through
Christ-like love, peace-
making and service.
Vision: "LM will be a leader
in PreK-12th grade
educational experiences of
excellence and character.
Through local and global
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	25. connections in a  Christ-
centered community, lives
will be transformed, and our
world changed," shares
Christy.
Core Values: LM's core
values are seamlessly
integrated into the
curriculum and create a
nurturing and trans-
formative environment.
Christy says, "We proudly
say that as a school
community, together we will:
• Seek Jesus
Wholeheartedly
• Live Compassionately
• Build Bridges of Peace
• Cultivate Global Citizens
• Nurture Curiosity and
Creativity
• Empower Lifelong
Learning
• Change the world!"
The Driving Force Behind
Success
The success of Lancaster
Mennonite School can be
attributed to a dedicated
team of Administrators,
Board Members, Faculty
and Staﬀ and Residence Hall
Advisors that are the
heartbeat of the school. This
team is passionate about
helping students and
preparing them to succeed
in college, career and life.
The school's holistic
approach provides a focus
on the whole student, and
the caring community
ensures students feel
welcomed and supported
academically, socially,
emotionally, and spiritually.
Extracurricular
Engagement
Beyond academics,
Lancaster Mennonite School
oﬀers a vibrant array of
extracurricular activities to
enrich students'
experiences.
• With over 20 student
clubs and organizations,
including the Art Club,
National Honor Society,
International Student
Association (ISA) and
Yearbook, students have
ample opportunities to
explore their interests
and passions.
• LM also boasts a robust
athletics program
featuring 12+ varsity
sports, nurturing
physical well-being and
teamwork.
• The arts thrive at LM,
with opportunities for
students to participate
in orchestra, band and
vocal ensembles, as well
as the Advanced Music
Program.
Lancaster Mennonite
School places a strong
emphasis on global exposure
and cultural exchange.
Features
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	26. Some of these  include:
• Exchange programs and
trips annually for
students with schools in
Germany and Spain
• Mini-courses to explore
local, national, or
international
opportunities – for
students in grades 11
and 12, provide
opportunities for
students to learn with
their peers and teachers
and bene it from
teachers' expertise and
creativity. Mini-courses
are a minimum of three
days and may include
overnight trips or day
• The school's annual
drama performances
showcase students'
creativity and talent,
fostering their artistic
expression and
con idence.
• Mini-courses to explore
local, national or
international
opportunities.
Global Exposure and
Cultural Exchange
Lancaster Mennonite School
places a strong emphasis on
global exposure and cultural
exchange. Through
exchange programs and
trips, students have the
opportunity to engage.
trips for those three
days. Students may
count school-led
summer trips as their
mini-course prior to
their junior or senior
years. Mini-courses
focus on an academic
area and service and
occur every two years
(spring of even years).
Trips this year were to
the following places:
Mexico, Spain, Jamaica
and various places in the
United States, like hiking
the Appalachian Trial
and Grand Canyon and
exploring the history of
the local area by kayak,
to name a few.
• It has a Spanish
Immersion Program that
starts in Kindergarten,
and so the teachers in
Kindergarten through
HS are heritage/native
speakers, and many
teachers and staﬀ have
lived or served all over
the world. They
authentically bring their
culture and appreciation
for other parts of the
world into their
classrooms and school.
• International students
are from 8+ countries,
which include: Bahrain,
China, Ethiopia, Italy,
Kenya, Spain, South
Korea, and Vietnam and
bring their unique
cultures and experiences
to the school
community.
• U.S. students are from a
variety of backgrounds
and ethnic groups and
provide a rich diversity
to the school community
as well. It's surprising to
many people the
number of languages
and cultures
represented within the
school community!
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	27. LM also boasts  a robust athletics
program, featuring 12+ varsity
sports, nurturing physical well-
being and teamwork.
• LM is a school that
services the local
community and the
entire world. It's a place
where global and local
meet.
Major Achievements and
Recognitions
Lancaster Mennonite School
has garnered signi icant
achievements, accolades
and recognition.
• Named by Newsweek as
a Top 5,000 STEM High
School. It was named in
the top 10 percent for
U.S. High Schools
nationally due to its
innovative STEM
curriculum and
opportunities and
amazing teaching staﬀ
that is preparing
students to excel in
college, career, and life.
• AP Test Scores - LM's
academic excellence is
evidenced by
signi icantly higher
Advanced Placement
test success versus PA
and national averages,
according to College
Board data.
national average. In the
last three years, LM
students have averaged
15 percent higher scores.
• The three-year trend
shows increases over the
national average,
beginning with 11
percent higher in Fall
2020 and up to 22
percent higher in Fall
2022.
How did its students do in
2022?
LM students took 13
diﬀerent AP tests in 2022
and scored an average of
3.64 on all tests taken,
compared to the national
average of 3.17 on these
same tests.
• SAT - LM high school
students continue to
score higher than the
• The average of the last
ive years (2018-2022)
shows 82.4 percent of
LM's AP scores were
three or higher,
compared to the
national average of 60
percent. This re lects the
strength of LM's
academic program
driving increasing AP
success.
Features
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	28. A Pedagogical Haven  for Students
Boarding schools
Bcreate an immersive
and supportive
environment that promotes
personal, academic, and
social growth. The
combination of structured
routines, academic focus,
diverse experiences, and
strong support systems
prepares students for
success in various aspects of
life.
In today's time of
technological diversion,
Midland School fosters all
of these qualities in a cell
phone-free environment.
Midland was founded in
1932 in the middle of the
Great Depression. This
period of history has
informed the school's
founding principles and
values; evaluating its needs
and wants; serving as
stewards for the
environment; building
meaningful connections
between students;
providing access to faculty
and the ideas that drive
their ields; and ensuring
accessibility to families of
all inancial means.
While the school
originally only took young
men, young women joined
the ranks in the early 1970s
to create a co-educational
model.
Midland continues to
provide a setting with
access to the outdoors, set
on 2,860 acres of land,
much of which is protected
in a conservation easement.
Going Against the Flow
Midland has always strived
to be an alternative to the
'regular thing' of modern
education while still
preparing students for
collegiate studies. The
founding mission and values
of the school have guided
the community through
economic recessions, the
recent global pandemic,
cultural shifts, and more.
The school's rustic setting
provides the opportunity
for students to learn
resilience and the value of
work while also allowing for
genuine leadership and
collaborative skills to
develop. Students live
simply in the midst of a
stunning natural setting. The
school's portrait of a
graduate prioritizes these
values:
• Connection to place and
environment
• Diversity, equity,
inclusion and justice
• Being of use
• Craftsmanship
• Literacy and voice
• Critical thinking and
analysis
• Problem-solving
The school's mission has
proven applicable through
the decades. Midland
provides a unique college
prep boarding school
experience to a diverse
student body. Through study
and work, it teaches the
value of a lifetime of
learning, self-reliance,
simplicity, responsibility to
the community and the
environment, and a love for
the outdoors.
Instilling the Values of
Self-Dependency
Paul Squibb was the
school's founder and
visionary. He and his wife
Louise dedicated their lives
to founding Midland School,
meant as a simple school
that wouldn't have the
amenities of Thacher and
Webb but that would give
what a fellow really needed.
Midland's needs versus
wants philosophy prevailed
from the very beginning,
with the irst class of boys
living with Paul and Louse
in a single house on the
ranch property without
refrigeration or electricity.
The original Midland
students contributed to the
operations of the school by
doing the jobs necessary to
keep the school running and
participating in
constructing many of the
school's buildings. Prior to
founding Midland, the
Squibbs had travelled the
world and been involved in
supporting education and
environmental
conservation.
28
 


	29. Features
“
One key part  of
Midland's mission is to
create a community
based on a diverse
student body.
Overcoming Financial
Barriers
One key part of Midland's
mission is to create a
community based on a
diverse student body.
Midland has always oﬀered
tuition on a sliding scale
since its founding in 1932.
Founder Paul Squibb
desired the school's model
to allow the matter of
inancial status to be
pushed to the background.
Currently, about 50
percent of the student body
receives inancial
assistance. Many students
who have gone to Midland
have been the irst in their
families to graduate from a
private high school and
enrol in higher education.
These irst-generation
college students bene it
from Midland's rigorous
college preparatory
curriculum as well as the
skills gained from a
boarding school setting.
Thus, when going oﬀ to
college, Midland students
have that tool kit to succeed.
Focusing on Personal
Wellbeing
Midland continues to
straddle the tension
between maintaining
tradition and its rustic
setting while also being
connected to the modern
world and the technologies
it brings. For a long time,
the students studied by
kerosene lamps, but when
electricity was installed
throughout the region,
Midland adapted.
Part of the allure of being
in Midland's rural California
setting is to have some
disconnect from the outside
world and its distractions,
but eventually, Midland got
phone lines and now has
access to WiFi. However, the
school still wants Midland
students to have the
opportunity to prioritize
face-to-face relationship
building and the forming of
their adolescent identities
without the constant thrum
of social media and texting.
At Midland, students don't
use cell phones, and WiFi is
only available in academic
areas during study hours. In
this world of constant
connection and a continual
barrage of information,
Midland provides the space
for students to spend their
teen years doing activities
together in real life.
Creating a sanctuary from
the World Wide Web also
allows students to
disconnect, sleep, and focus
on their physical health and
overall well-being.
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	30. The Cultural Legacy  of
Midland
The school's signature
programs involve the 10-
acre organic farm and
garden, natural
horsemanship program, and
outdoor leadership
opportunities. In addition to
these, students are involved
in competitive sports (cross
country, volleyball,
basketball, and soccer)
through the Condor League
and also can participate in
non-competitive sports such
as sur ing and hiking.
Midland School is located
in the beautiful Santa Ynez
Valley, known for its
vineyards, equestrian
activities, and ranching
traditions. The city of Santa
Barbara is less than an
hour's drive from the
campus, so students are
able to take advantage of
cultural programs such as
museum exhibits, live
dramatic performances, and
architecture tours, among
other activities.
Midland has been
recognized as a leader in
green and environmental
education through the Santa
Barbara Country Green
Award, the Governor's
Award for Environmental
and Economic Leadership
and the Edward E. Ford
Foundation Grant.
In 2023, the school's long-
standing Jobs Program
received an excellence
award from Communitas
focused on growing leaders
for community service.
Midland graduates have
gone on to excel in various
ields, from academic
research focused on equity
and inclusion to sustainable
farming practices to
political of ice and other
community-focused
initiatives.
Haven for Students
Midland would like to
continue to be a haven for
students seeking something
unique and meaningful in
their high school
experience. Midland is
intentionally small; its
student body is typically
between 80 and 90 students
for grades 9 to 12.
“
Midland has always
strived to be an alternative to the
'regular thing' of modern education
while still preparing students for
collegiate studies.
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	31. However, the school  plans
to continue to be small but
mighty. It envisions the
graduates to continue to go
forth with the values of
resilience, equity and
environmental
sustainability and to bring
those into their future work
around the US and the
world.
• Students live in rustic cabins, cell phone
free,
• All students have essential jobs to help the
school run smoothly,
• Senior students serve as leaders for the jobs
program,
• Students are allowed to have a dog or a
horse with them on campus if they are in
good academic standing,
• Midland's animals are integrated into the
academic program - 20+ horses, a large
ﬂock of chickens, four pigs, 15+ cattle,
student and faculty dogs and more!
• The school's farm-to-table program
provides 50 percent of the value of what
they eat,
• Midland has a working ranch where
students participate in raising cattle,
• Time is dedicated to experiential and place-
based learning,
• All 9th graders take Midland 101, a place-
based learning course that immerses them
in the land and cultural history of the
campus and the region.
USPs of Midland make it unique
The Education View June 2023
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opportunities to excel
academically, develop life
skills, and form lifelong
friendships.
By delving into the
distinctive aspects of
boarding schools, we can
better understand how
these institutions shape
young individuals and
prepare them for future
success.
Holistic Education and
Character Development
Oﬀering signi icant
advantages through their
focus on holistic education
and character building,
American boarding schools
strive to nurture the whole
person beyond academic
achievement. By providing a
structured and supportive
environment, boarding
schools encourage students
to develop their intellectual,
emotional, and social skills.
They often oﬀer a wide
range of extracurricular
activities, including sports,
arts, music, and community
service. These activities
promote personal growth,
resilience, teamwork, and
time management skills.
Moreover, the close-knit
community within boarding
schools allow for
meaningful interactions
with teachers, advisors, and
peers, fostering mentorship,
guidance, and character
development.
Independence and
Responsibility
Encouraging independence
and self-reliance in
students, the boarding
schools provide an
environment that promotes
growth and creativity.
Students live away from
their families, which allows
Boarding schools
have a long-standing
tradition in the
United States, providing a
unique educational
experience for students.
Beyond academics, these
schools oﬀer a
transformative environment
that fosters personal
growth, independence, and
character development.
From the immersive
learning environment to the
emphasis on leadership and
community, boarding
schools oﬀer students
 


	34. them to develop  essential
life skills such as self-
discipline, time
management, and problem-
solving. The structured
routines and
responsibilities in boarding
schools teach students to
manage their time
eﬀectively, balance
academic and
extracurricular
commitments, and become
responsible individuals.
Living in a boarding
school setting also fosters a
sense of accountability.
Students learn to take
responsibility for their
actions, their academic
progress, and their personal
choices. This experience
prepares them for the
challenges they will face in
college and beyond, where
independence and self-
motivation are crucial.
Global Perspective
through a Diverse
Community
The US boarding schools
attract students from
diverse backgrounds,
cultures, and countries,
making a rich tapestry of
students creates a unique
and inclusive community.
Interacting with peers from
diﬀerent cultures and
perspectives broadens
students' worldviews and
fosters tolerance, empathy,
and global awareness.
Boarding schools often
emphasize cultural
exchange programs,
international trips, and
foreign language
immersion. These
experiences expose
students to diﬀerent
customs, traditions, and
ways of thinking. They
develop an appreciation for
diversity and a global
perspective, essential
qualities in our
interconnected world.
Mentorship and
Supportive Relationships
These are the places that
provide a supportive
network of mentors,
advisors, and faculty
members who guide and
support students
throughout their
educational journey. The
close relationship between
students and teachers
allows for personalized
attention and mentorship
opportunities that may be
less readily available in
traditional day schools.
Mentors and advisors
provide academic guidance,
and emotional support, and
help students navigate the
challenges they face. The
small class sizes in boarding
schools foster a
collaborative and engaging
learning environment
where students can actively
participate in class
discussions, receive
individualised feedback, and
build strong relationships
with their teachers.
College Preparation for
Future Success
American boarding schools
excel in preparing students
for college and future
success. The rigorous
academic curriculum,
emphasis on critical
thinking, and intellectual
curiosity foster a love for
learning and academic
excellence. Boarding school
graduates often possess
strong study habits, time
management skills, and the
ability to adapt to new
environments—all essential
qualities for college success.
Additionally, boarding
schools typically have
dedicated college
counselling of ices that
provide guidance and
support throughout the
college application process.
Students receive assistance
in selecting colleges,
preparing for standardized
tests, and crafting
compelling applications.
The high college acceptance
rates and prestigious
college placements of
boarding school graduates
re lect the eﬀectiveness of
these programs.
Leadership Opportunities
The boarding schools often
provide ample
opportunities for students
to develop leadership skills.
They oﬀer various student
organizations, clubs, and
student government
positions that allow
students to take on
leadership roles and
responsibilities. These
experiences help students
build con idence,
communication skills, and
the ability to work
collaboratively with others.
Boarding schools also often
have mentorship programs
where older students
mentor younger ones,
fostering a sense of
responsibility and
leadership among the
student body.
Focus on Wellness and
Well-Being
They recognize the
importance of students'
well-being and often
prioritize physical and
mental health. They provide
comprehensive wellness
programs, access to sports
and itness facilities, and
counselling services to
support students' overall
well-being. This holistic
approach to wellness
ensures that students are
equipped with the tools to
manage stress, maintain a
healthy lifestyle, and
prioritize self-care.
Cradle of Dynamic
Professionals
Boarding schools in the
United States oﬀer a
transformative educational
experience that extends
beyond academics. The
holistic approach, emphasis
on character development,
and supportive community
contribute to the personal
growth, independence, and
future success of students.
The transformative power
of boarding schools lies in
their ability to cultivate
well-rounded individuals
who possess strong
academic skills,
independence, resilience,
cultural competence, and
leadership qualities. By
embracing the unique
opportunities provided by
boarding schools, students
are prepared to navigate the
challenges of college and
the world beyond, equipped
with the skills and mindset
necessary for lifelong
success.
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