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	5. Letter
from the
Editor
Education is  evolving due to
the impact of the Internet. We cannot
teach our students in the same manner
in which we were taught. Change is
necessary to engage students not in
the curriculum we are responsible for
teaching, but in school.
- April
Chamberlain
I
n today's fast-paced world, education has become a critical aspect of an
individual's personal and professional growth. However, education systems often
need to keep up with the changing needs of students and the job market. This is
where edupreneurs come in, who use their entrepreneurial skills to create innovative
solutions that can transform the education sector.
Edupreneurs are passionate about education and driven by a vision to make it
accessible to all. Edupreneurs leverage technology to create solutions that can address
the challenges faced by the education sector, such as lack of accessibility, engagement,
and personalization.
Edupreneurs are also making learning more engaging and personalized by
developing interactive learning tools such as videos, simulations, and games. These
tools help create an immersive learning experience for students, and they also enable
personalized learning by providing adaptive learning solutions that cater to
students' individual needs and preferences.
In this edition, The Education View lists the '10 Most In luential Edupreneurs of
the Year 2023.' These edupreneurs have demonstrated outstanding leadership,
creativity, and commitment to improving education through innovative solutions.
These edupreneurs have created platforms that make education more
accessible, personalized, and engaging for students of all ages and
backgrounds. Their solutions have enabled students to learn anytime,
anywhere, and at their own pace, thereby making education more
convenient and lexible.
We hope this edition inspires you to explore the world of
edupreneurship and contribute to the transformation of the
education sector. We encourage entrepreneurs, educators, and
policymakers to work together to create a better future for
students worldwide.
Have an enticing read!
- Anish David
Managing Editor
P
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	8. A Commi ed  Educator
Working for the Be erment of
Students' Learning Results
Phan
Trang
he process of
Tlearning never ends.
After receiving a
degree and beginning a
profession, it doesn't end.
Career-minded people can
continuously advance their
abilities and get better at
their employment by
continuing their education.
It is crucial for school
administrators in the ield
of K–12 education
administration to encourage
teachers to pursue
professional development in
order to improve not just
the learning results for their
students but also their own
eﬀectiveness and job
satisfaction.
Trang Phan has always
been passionate about
sharing her love towards
teaching and training ESL
with others. Trang strives to
deliver top-notch lectures
and give her students top-
notch care. She is
enthusiastic, imaginative,
and compassionate. She is
skilled in theory and
practical application.
Trang came to understand
the need to swiftly adjust to
shifting circumstances
during the COVID-19
pandemic. At that point, she
had no choice but to
continue on her chosen
professional path in
education or either risk
losing everything. Trang,
however, had to go in a
totally diﬀerent way. And
she came to the realization
that educators may now
engage with audiences and
share their expertise in
what seems like an in inite
number of ways thanks to
technology. Because Trang
is an excellent teacher, she
uses technology to teach
and highlight laws in
manufacturers.
She learned that the
educational entrepreneur
uses inancial resources
referred to as 'studying' to
create positive value change
through her contribution to
the nation's educational
technology units. She says,
"A new challenge worth
taking on is motivating
educators to realize their
value, stay current, and
broaden their horizons for
the sustainable development
of the educational
technology industry."
In the quest for '10 Most
In luential Edupreneurs
of the Year 2023,’ we
crossed the path with Up
Moving Forward and
interviewed the
CEO/Founder, Trang Phan,
where she shared her
professional journey and
the technological
advancements she is going
to implement in future.
To learn more about Trang
Phan read ahead.
Sharing Expertise
As a Training and
Development Co-ordinator
at Wee College Inc., Trang
and her team believe that
for a child, it means inding
their voice and claiming
ownership of their learning
in an independent and
relevant way. For teachers,
it demonstrates their
commitment to tying
curriculum objectives
together in a way that is
enjoyable and interesting
for students.
It indicates that they
regard themselves as
collaborators in an initiative
to foster curiosity and
progress. She says, "As a
parent, it's about becoming
invested in the journey and
experiencing the wonder of
your child's achievements. As
the most signi icant
emotional investment of all,
the Wee College learning
partnership is a catalyst for
sharing new experiences
with the people you love
most."
To those who know Wee
College, it's a beehive of
wonder, laughter, and
inclusion. It's about
nurturing an environment
that thrives on
empowerment, exploration,
and family while ensuring
that the passion for learning
lives and breathes beyond
its classroom walls.
• Southern Ontario
Collegiate
Trang is the regional
director of Southern Ontario
Collegiate, a school that
specializes in high school,
pre-university, and ESL
courses while also oﬀering
in-class private education
services. It gives students
the chance to learn and
choose a successful career
path. SOC has a proven track
record of accomplishment
and has emerged as a leader
in the provision of high
school and pre-university
courses to students looking
to succeed in the modern
world.
Since opening its doors in
1980, Southern Ontario
Collegiate (SOC) has grown
signi icantly. Every year, it
welcomes more students,
but the major goal is to
support all students in
realizing their potential.
The founders of SOC were
themselves international
students—University of
Toronto graduates—who
wanted to make the
Canadian educational
experience more positive.
They created a perfect
environment for academic
greatness, but with a more
balanced approach. They
have small class sizes, a low
student-to-teacher ratio,
and a high level of care.
• Twinkl Educational
Publishing
Trang works as an editor
and writer for Twinkl
8
 


	9. Features
Trang Phan
CEO/Founder,
Up Moving  Forward
Educational Publishing's
teacher content. Twinkl,
which has earned the trust
of teaching communities all
around the world, oﬀers
immediate access to a wide
variety of teaching,
planning, and evaluation
tools to assist learning from
infancy. It contains
materials produced by
experts for:
• Ages 0 - 16
• Planning and Assessment
• Welsh, Scottish and ROI
Curriculum
• SEN
• EAL
• SLT
• Teaching Assistants
• Child-minders
• Home Educators
• Parents
Every child deserves to be
loved and cared for since
they are each distinct and
unique, according to the
team. The centre irmly
believes in providing the most
captivating and motivating content.
Remarkable Work Experiences
Without a doubt, classroom
experience is crucial to acquiring
the abilities needed for eﬀective
teaching. Research has
demonstrated that teachers'
eﬀectiveness grows with
experience, especially early in their
careers, and under favorable
conditions, it continues to
increase over the course
of their careers,
even when
educational
achievement is
merely
measured as
test scores.
Wee College
learning partnership is
a catalyst for sharing
new experiences with
the people you love
the most.
“
Trang is very capable and
responsible. Being a Twinkl
Content Writer, she has been
producing hundreds of high-
quality teaching resources, helping
teachers save their time as well as
delivering interesting and engaging lessons.
Trang is good and trustworthy teammate. She
has been lovely, nice, and supportive. She thinks
independently, and has great problem-solving skills
combined with great determination. If given a
goal, she will ﬁnd a way to
achieve it.
Recommendations
for Excellency
Ms Hang Pham
Country Manager,
Twinkl Vietnam
 


	10. A large portion  of
teachers' time is spent on
student evaluations,
curriculum creation, and
other paperwork in
addition to the hours they
spend lecturing in the
classroom. Teachers who
participate in professional
development training can
improve their time
management and
organization skills. In the
end, this increases teacher
productivity and frees up
more time for them to
concentrate on the children
rather than the paperwork.
The table below shows
Trang's years of work
experience and how much
of her time is spent on
curriculum development,
student evaluations, and
educational work.
EDUCAP., JSc (Sep 2016 -
Feb 2019)
Executive Consultant
(Remote - online)
• Consulting TESOL
courses.
• Performing work to
support CEO, supervise,
and manage according to
the request of the
Director.
• Implementing
instructions from the
Director.
• Managing and supporting
courses at the company.
• Reporting to the CEO to
coordinate and supervise
the daily operation of the
training course.
• Building training plans,
images, share
professional articles, and
connect with a
community of students.
Responsibilities
• Organize regular training
courses for TESOL
courses in Hanoi.
• Organize teaching
method workshops in
many cities across the
country.
• Supporting seniors
trainers on training and
connect more than 10,000
TESOL students.
ANH QUOC PRESCHOOL
(Sep 2016 - Dec 2021)
Early Childhood
Educator/ESL Senior
Teacher (Full Time)
Responsibilities
• Evaluating special-needs
students, determining
skill levels, and functional
capabilities.
• Modifying lessons and
revising the standard
curriculum.
• Match the child's
functional capacity and
accommodations.
• Co-teaching in integrated
learning settings.
• Meeting parents and
others to review goals
and assess.
• Creating materials to
assist in teaching.
• Advising parents on how
to work with their child.
Achievements
• VTV24 Vı̀ tam Vóc Việt
(Guest Speaker)
• Homeschooling.
• Building good habits
for children (topic: using
smartphones and Tvs).
MS TRANGPHAN TESOL
(Sep 2016 - May 2021)
ESL Teacher (Part-time
night shift)
Responsibilities
• Organizing and delivering
classroom lectures to
students.
• Evaluating a student's
class work and
assignments.
• Preparing classroom and
coursework materials,
homework assignments
and handouts.
• Recording and maintain
accurate student
attendance records and
grades.
• Classroom
management.
• Maintaining discipline in
the classroom.
• Creating a vibrant
teaching atmosphere.
• Creating lesson plans and
learning activities.
• Reports to parents.
Achievements
• A reading program builds
the love of reading for
young children,
connecting parents and
children having time to
read together.
Recommendations
for Excellency
Ms Tuong Truong
SEA Director, ClassIn Vietnam
Trang is a
dedicated person. She always puts 100 percent
of her heart into her work. You can trust her for
whatever she does. She's also very creative and
e cient - hence you can expect high-quality results
from Trang and her team. And last but not least, Trang
has strong leadership. She has the ability to gather smart
people to build a strong team heading for a common
goal. Thank you Trang for you and your team's work
with ClassIn!
I have known Ms Trang for several years now, and what
strikes me about her is her dedication and strength of character. She
is smart, intelligent and very resourceful. Ms Trang is the kind of person
that you can readily rely upon to ﬁnd the most e ective way to resolve any
problems that may arise in the course of project execution. Ms Trang is
trustworthy, ethical and respectful. I am immensely pleased to recommend her
as a trustworthy and reliable educational professional.
Mr Muhammad
President, Southern Ontario Collegiate
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	12. 10 Most Influential  Edupreneurs
of the Year 2023
MARCH - Issue 02
Description
Akhil Shahani
Managing Director,
Thadomal Shahani
Centre for Management
Arpit Panjwani
Director,
Maa Anandmayee
Memorial School (MAMS)
Arpit Panjwani promotes grassroots education, experiential
learning, behavioural immersion, and sports amongst the
underserved. Under his leadership, the educational journey of
students at MAMS goes beyond imparting basic knowledge.
Akhil Shahani is passionate about building lives through
education. He dreams of making actual changes in India’s
education system and has built his organization to show others
how this can be practically done.
Name of Personality Designation
Lucky Surana
Navroz Billimoria
Prajodh Rajan
Raghavendra Manbol
Tejas Shyam
Tijay Gupta
Trang Phan
Varada Murthy
Co-founder and CEO,
ENARK Education
Secondary School Principal,
B.D. Somani
International School
Co-founder and Group CEO,
Lighthouse Learning
Executive Director,
Panworld Education
Edupreneur and
Entrepreneurship Coach,
TEJ (The Education Journey)
Co-founder and COO,
Bachpan Play Schools
Founder and CEO,
Up Moving Forward
Founder Director,
Mentorslab.in
Navroz Billimoria is a deep believer in the power of holistic
education. He relishes bringing out the best in all stakeholders
and has a deep connection with the school and its student-
centered ethos.
Lucky Surana believes that the growing requirements of
today’s youth can be met by introducing subjects and
programs blended with technology that grabs student interests
and motivates them towards success.
Raghavendra Manbol brings more than two decades of
business experience from the Information/Publishing Industry,
accompanied by the associated technologies across the
Middle East and South East Asian Countries.
Prajodh Rajan enjoys an enviable reputation in the education
industry, for his pioneering eﬀorts in early childhood education
in the country, besides creating a fertile ecosystem for
education entrepreneurship.
Tijay Gupta demonstrates sheer tenacity to bridge the gap
between students and high-quality education. He also provides
facilities for children that prepares them for the evolving
dynamics of the contemporary world.
Tejas Shyam is passionate about solving problems with a
tangible, real-world impact in various domains. A ﬁrm
proponent of the Entrepreneurial Mindset, he is involved in
several Entrepreneurship Development initiatives.
Over 50,000 people have beneﬁted from Varada Murthy's
coaching, training and mentoring services. He closely works with
youth, teachers and student community and inspires and
coaches them to unleash their true potential.
Trang Phan has always been passionate about sharing her
love towards teaching and training. She strives to deliver top-
notch lectures and give her students top-notch care.
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	14. Imparting Hybrid Learning  to Develop Pupils Holistically
Shahani
Dr Akhil
Innovation! The term
refers to well-known
historical inventors and
their creations, indicating
that highly bright people
were responsible for the
most signi icant inventions
in human history.
However, most historic
geniuses did not even inish
their education; how did
they come up with such
brilliant ideas?
The key was research,
experiments, and
questioning. They never
believed in rote learning,
and prior education systems
used rote learning
approaches. Instead of
following the herd of sheep,
they studied, explored, and
worked in their chosen
ields, which led to many
brilliant innovations.
Nevertheless, as the
environment has changed,
the educational system has
adapted by incorporating
cutting-edge technology
that emphasizes the
importance of delivering
high-quality instruction and
pursuing educators'
aspirational careers. Most
importantly, the
Edupreneurs have helped
guide changes in the
educational ield and
integrate the technology
and education ields,
contributing to developing
the next generation's
creators and innovators.
One outstanding
edupreneur leading the
legacy of his ancestors is Dr
Akhil Shahani, among
others. The Shahani family
has been working in
education for the past 60
years. Dr Akhil's
grandfather helped in
setting up 24 prominent
colleges in Mumbai.
Besides reinforcing the
provision of a hybrid and
responsive learning model
at the Thadomal Shahani
Centre for Management,
Dr Akhil is paving the way
for the Shahani family. In
addition to such eﬀorts, he
assists students in
developing their
communication, critical
thinking, behavioral science
skills and employment
opportunities.
We came across the
Thadomal Shahani Centre
for Management while
looking for the '10 Most
In luential Edupreneurs
of the Year 2023.' The
Education View spoke with
Dr Akhil Shahani, the
center's Managing
Director, and he described
his experience as well as the
history of the center and its
future goals.
Read on to learn more about
an in luential edupreneur in-
depth.
Please tell us about the
inception story of the
Edupreneur journey.
The Shahani family has
served in the ield of
education for more than 60
years, with my grandfather
helping to set up 24 iconic
colleges in Mumbai. I have
always wanted to create an
education system that helps
people succeed in life more
than helps them pass
exams.
Hence, after my MBA at
Kellogg Graduate School of
Management (USA), I did
my Doctorate in Education
with a focus on student
employability from the
University of Liverpool
(UK).
I was initially a venture
partner in Kaizen Vest, a
private equity fund that
invests in Asia's education
space. I then set up the
Thadomal Shahani Centre
Start where
you are. Use
what you have.
Do what you
can.
“
Dr Akhil Shahani
Managing Director,
Thadomal Shahani
Centre For Management
14
 


	15. for Management in  Mumbai
in 2011 to build a new
model for higher education
based on my Doctorate
research.
Tell us about the
institute's mission, vision,
and core values.
Thadomal Shahani Centre
for Management (TSCFM)
runs a range of industry-
oriented degrees and
diplomas with an innovative
pedagogy called 'Responsive
Learning.' This hybrid
model combines an ed-tech
platform and experiential
classroom sessions to
develop our students'
communication skills,
collaboration skills, critical
thinking, professionalism
and pro-activeness using
behavioural science and AI
to ensure they are genuinely
employable. Our vision is to
scale our institution
locations across India and
Asia and eventually build
the careers of one million
young people.
As a prominent
Edupreneur, what
signi icant contribution
do you make in education
space for societal
upliftment?
TSCFM has an in-house CSR
arm called the SAGE
Foundation. We have
implemented the same
education model to help
12,000+ low-income rural
and blue-collar students to
gain high-paying white-
collar jobs and salaries up
to Rs. 3 Lakh per annum
with a 90 percent
placement rate. This
initiative is supported by
corporate CSR and
international foundations
across three states in India.
What challenges did you
face in your Edupreneur
journey, and how did you
overcome them?
When I started TSCFM, I
hired faculty from a
traditional academic
background and tried to
make them adapt to our
employability-oriented
pedagogy. Unfortunately,
there was much resistance
as they were primarily used
to conventional teaching
methods.
I then had to hire a range
of corporate managers and
L&D professionals who
found it easier to adapt to
our experiential learning
model. We have also made
industry recruiters aware of
our new employability
model, enabling us to gain
better jobs for our students.
Being an in luential
Edupreneur, how do you
ensure that educational
space copes with
emerging technologies?
Our institute has an in-
house IT team researching
new e-Learning
technologies and creating
smartphone apps around
them. Over the last year,
they have developed a
student chatbot, a jobs
analytics platform, and a job
interview prep app. I also
meet entrepreneurs and
investors in the education
space to keep myself
abreast of new
developments.
Despite all challenges,
what are the signi icant
factors motivating you
towards success, and how
does it inspire the
students for their bright
future?
I dream of making actual
changes in India's education
system and have built my
organization to show others
how this can be practically
done. This vision motivates
me to face the daily
challenges every growing
edupreneur faces. Our
students also ind our
pedagogy is more engaging
and helps their
understanding better than
conventional education
systems.
As an in luential
Edupreneur, what skills
should the school and
colleges incorporate in
the future generation of
youth?
Educational institutions
must understand that they
are preparing youth for jobs
that may not exist yet.
Hence, instead of only
imparting theoretical
knowledge, they need to
develop student capabilities
that will enable them to
succeed in any
environment.
These include soft skills
like communication,
teamwork, and problem-
solving and hard skills like
computer skills, online
marketing, project
management, etc. They can
collaborate with industry
and external experts to
develop their pedagogy.
Please do mention your
signi icant achievements,
accolades, and
recognitions so far.
We have received many
awards for our innovative
education model like:
• The Clinton Global
Initiative Award at the
hands of Pres. Bill Clinton,
• Ranked #3 in India by
Outlook Magazine for
Global MBA courses,
• Management College of
the year – 2017 by Higher
Education Review
Magazine,
• CFBP Jamnalal Bajaj
Award at the hands of
Pres Abdul J Kalam,
• CII Education Excellence
Award,
• DNA Award for Industry
Institute Interface,
• PIMR Outstanding
Educationist Award and
many others.
Being an in luential
Edupreneur, what would
be your advice for the
future Edupreneurs?
Every new Edupreneur
should identify a real
problem in education and
devise a unique solution to
solve it that shows
measurable bene its. Never
be a copycat of other
models.
How do you envision the
future endeavor of the
education space?
India has 500 million people
below 30 who are prime
consumers of quality
education. Also, many
managers realize the value
of lifelong learning to
upgrade their careers. The
Indian government's
National Education Policy
2020 also promotes
innovations and
entrepreneurship in this
sector.
All these reasons point to
India's education sector
booming over the next few
decades and eventually
becoming a regional hub of
educational excellence for
thousands of international
students.
The Education View March 2023
Features
 


	16. LuckyAn Industrialist by  Profession
and an Educationist at Heart
Surana
The education sector
is evolving at a
dynamic pace.
Modern technology is
completely reshaping the
entire teaching–learning
process. With technological
innovations, the education
process has experienced a
massive facelift. Modern
pedagogical practices have
come up, and the sector is in
need of able leaders and
bright Edupreneurs. These
leaders share their
knowledge and expertise
with schools, colleges, and
other educational
institutions using a learning
platform.
Edupreneurs are taking
the education sector
towards new heights with
their dedication and
innovative mindset. They
believe in embracing change
and always emphasize on
understanding the needs of
the students.
Many leading
edupreneurs have taken
major steps to transform
the education system. One
such prominent edupreneur
who has put his heart and
soul in uplifting educational
accessibility and innovation
is Mr ,
Lucky Surana
Co-founder and CEO,
ENARK Education.
Mr Surana; a Ness Wadia
College graduate always
saw himself as a man
building a team that was as
passionate about a child's
education as he was.
Alongside college at the age
of 19, he took a bold step to
launch a Coding and ICT
Institute; Mind Ventures
International. It operated in
a little room with 5 PCs and
basic teaching resources.
Alongside this new venture,
he joined the family
business of aluminum alloy
manufacturing and worked
with many major auto
companies. Today, Mind
Ventures International;
(established in 2001), has
now evolved to become
ENARK Discover in 2019.
Mr Surana follows both the
industries with full
dedication, determination
and enthusiasm.
His spiritual guru,
Mahātria Rā's teachings
have been a mentoring
guide to him. He irmly
believes in his guru's words:
‘This and That is Possible.'
Mr Surana Co-founded
ENARK Education | Training
Management e-Learning
along with Mrs Azaleeya
Hui and Purnima Shetye,
bringing together more than
75 years of edupreneur
experience from each side.
Overcoming the Initial
Hurdles
During his initial journey as
an edupreneur, Mr Surana
realized that the product:
skill and technology-based
learning programs were
somehow limited only to
known neighborhoods. To
take the giant leap of
expanding the scale of
product reach was one of
the biggest challenges that
he had to face.
Coping Up with Emerging
Technologies
According to Mr Surana, to
ensure that the educational
space copes with emerging
technologies, one must be
open to accepting
technology in all spheres of
learning. He believes that a
blended and collaborative
approach that blurs the
traditional boundaries of
education is one of surest
ways to incorporate future
learning.
The Biggest Motivators of
Mr Surana
Mr Surana has always been
highly motivated by his
gurus and mentors. His
spiritual guru, Mahātria Rā
has been a key guiding force
in his life. He also considers
Steve Jobs, Bill Gates, and
Jeﬀ Bezos his mentors.
Their business startegies
inspire him to tackle every
challenge with a positive
attitude and to achieve
better outcomes through
dedication throughout his
professional journey.
Mr Surana's sole intention
has always been to do good
for the community and to
introduce innovative
subjects. He wants to enable
everyone with technology –
this thought has been a
constant driving force
which continues to push
him forward.
An Ardent Believer in Skill
Development
As per Mr Surana, it is
essential for the youth of
today to boost their
con idence and to enhance
their ability of good public
speaking. He is of the
opinion that education
should incorporate skills to
improve the students'
vocational skills, their
technical knowledge, and
their personality. This will
equip them to contend with
the stiﬀ challenges of the
future.
Catering to the Emerging
Needs of the Youth
Mr Surana believes that the
growing requirements of
today's youth can be met
16
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with by introducing  subjects
and programs blended with
technology that grabs
student interests and
motivates them towards
success. Collaborative and
blended learning is the
easiest way to ensure that
each student unlocks their
potential, and they become
smarter and faster than
before.
About ENARK Education
Established in 2019, ENARK
Education is one of India's
inest and fastest growing
ed-tech companies. It was
founded by a group of
educators who are
committed to systemize,
standardize, and transform
the education sector in
India. It aims to enhance
and upgrade the
educational experience of
Foundational and
Preparatory stage stake
holders. Enark has four
verticals Uplift | Discover |
-
Cradle | Fosture.
Enark Uplift has a mission
to Systematise – Optimise –
Standardise and Transform
the Indian pre-primary and
elementary education
sector via training of staﬀ,
curriculum development
and oﬀering multi-fold
consultancy, audit
programs, and
accreditations for existing
schools.
Enark Discover's mission
is to take its after-school
education program to
children across the world so
that every child gets a
chance to reach their full
human potential.
Enark Cradle aims to
create early learning
environments and
experiences that capture the
joys of childhood, nurture
each child's uniqueness, and
oﬀer them opportunities for
individual growth and
development.
Enark Fosture is an
upcoming Forest School
based on experiential
learning.
All four verticals have
holistic vision that aims at
providing thoughtful and
futuristic development to all
stakeholders.
At Enark, organisational
values are of utmost
importance. Every
individual at the company
endeavors to live by each
day so that each of their
actions related to work and
culture are guided by them.
The result being that their
values drive the purpose
and engagement for all
stakeholders. It helps them
to work towards the larger
goal of holistic education of
all children.
The company is -
• Committed.
• Organised.
• Inclusive.
• Global.
• Progressive.
“
The growing
requirements of
today's youth can be
met with by
introducing subjects
and programs
blended with
technology.
Lucky Surana
Co-founder and CEO,
ENARK Education
The Education View March 2023
 


	18. A Man with  Many
Accomplishments
Throughout his illustrious
career in the education
sector, Mr Surana has
achieved many accolades.
His determination and
dedications has won him
many laurels. Besides
leading ENARK Education
as Co-founder and CEO, he
served as the President of
Ghodawat Softech LLP (a
vertical of Sanjay Ghodawat
Group). Mr Surana also
performs the role of the
mentor of Pune Committee,
PCMC Committee, Delhi
Committee, Association for
Primary Education and
Research (APER). He is also
national core committee
member of the Association
for Primary Education and
Research (APER).
He received the
Exemplary Business
Leadership Award from
BSCOER College, Narhe, as
one amongst the nine
Entrepreneurs in Pune in
July 2017.
Mr Surana was adjudged
Young Edupreneurs of The
Year (Pune) 2017 by The
India Innovation and
Excellence Summit 2017.
Furthermore, he received
the ECE In luencer of The
Year Award on 12 Feb,
th
2019 at Jaipur.
Under the astute
leadership of Mr Surana,
Enark has made many
noteworthy achievements.
Some of these have been
mentioned below:
• Most innovative holistic
development centre for
kids in Pune - The India
Education Awards 2017.
• Best innovative after
school model - Estrade
Singapore Education
Conclave and Awards
2017.
• Best it and application
based learning centre in
Pune - National Excellence
Awards 2017.
• Innovative practices in
development for kids
through ICT and
application based learning
- Excellence in Indian
Education Awards 2017.
• Best after school
curriculum of the year -
Brain Feed Innovative
Education Awards 2017-
18.
Inspirational Words for
Emerging Edupreneurs
Mr Surana advises all future
edupreneurs 'to have the
conviction in their goals.' He
opines that they should
have the foresight and
vision for their educational
product/program.
According to Mr Surana, it is
also essential to be
thoroughly organised in
every endeavor. This will
ensure that they achieve
long-term success through
their dedicated eﬀorts. Mr
Surana also believes that as
an edupreneurs, individuals
should furthermore focus
on the development and
well-being of the
community.
Future Perspective
Mr Surana believes that as
technology connects the
world, the future of
education space will also
change to a more blended
learning formula. A blended
model of education that
combines technology and
traditional education will
slowly become the norm.
Furthermore, he is of the
opinion that learning is
going to surpass age,
gender, income, and other
demographic barriers. The
boundaries are going to
become blurred as
collaborations in all spheres
become more common.
The Education View March 2023
“
It is essential for
the youth of today
to boost their
condence.
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	20. The educational journey
provided  at MAMS goes beyond
imparting basic knowledge or academic
excellence through carefully planned,
interdisciplinary scholastic and co-
scholastic programs.
“
Arpit Panjwani
Director,
Maa Anandmayee
Memorial School
Devoted to the
welfare of the
students, today's
education stimulates access
for the pupils to enhance
their lives by establishing a
conducive course of events.
Undoubtedly, education acts
as an anchor that prevents
the prospects of life from
drifting away into
destitution.
Unfortunately, not
everyone is able to make
way for education to
proliferate in their lives.
Considering this notion and
accompanying the held-
back community learners to
access unparalleled
education, Mr Arpit
Panjwani, Director of Maa
Anandmayee Memorial
School (MAMS), promotes
grassroots education,
experiential learning,
behavioural immersion, and
sports amongst the
underserved.
Under the leadership of
Mr Arpit, the educational
journey of students at
MAMS goes beyond
imparting basic knowledge
or academic excellence.
MAMS endeavours to equip
its learners with the
necessary life skills and
values that help them to
face the vagaries of life in a
con ident and courageous
manner. MAMS employs a
design-thinking approach to
st
equip with 21 -century skill
sets that can be used to
address real-world issues.
In an interview with The
Education View, Mr Arpit
shared insights from his
journey leading him to
emerge as a transformative
school leader.
Below are the highlights of
the interview.
Please tell us about the
inception story of the
Edupreneur journey.
I've had the good fortune of
being educated at some of
the inest educational
institutions, but that made
me indignant for the less
fortunate who lack access to
quality education in our
country. My grandfather
(my main inspiration)
established MAMS back in
1985 to serve the displaced
rural population of the Tehri
Dam Project in memory of
his Guru Maa.
I irst visited the school to
celebrate the life and times
of my grandfather upon his
demise in 2012. Although
the school had already
groomed thousands of next-
generation leaders, I felt
there was tremendous
scope to build on the
impactful work already
accomplished at the
grassroots. I took upon
myself a challenge to
challenge the status-quo
and carry forward a legacy
as a tribute to my revered
grandfather, who is fondly
admired as a foremost
philanthropic visionary for
his noble and concerted
eﬀorts to serve the
underserved.
Tell us about the
institute's mission, vision,
and core values.
The school aims to be an
institution of excellence
dedicated to producing
leaders of the future. MAMS
endeavours to provide an
all-around, sound
foundation for broad-based
education to the children in
an atmosphere free from
“
Propagating Scholastic Advancements
for the Underserved
Mr Arpit Pjwi
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inhibitions and prejudices
to  promote their overall
development and make
them conscientious and
responsible citizens.
The school motto chosen
by our founder embodies
the essence of the MAMS
spirit, i.e., to Educate,
Enlighten, Enrich and, at
the same time, Empower
the youth for a brighter
tomorrow.
The School Tagline -
'Discovering and Developing
Each Child's Interests and
Gifts,' is tangential to the
motto as it highlights the
modus operandi through
which the school seeks to
achieve its core objectives.
What challenges did you
face in your Edupreneur
journey, and how did you
overcome them?
Exploring an alternative
educational paradigm is
challenging in any scenario
and more at the grassroots
level. The lack of awareness
amongst my target audience
has been the foremost
challenge that has been
addressed through patient
discussions, workshops, and
campaigns with the support
of educational experts. I
genuinely believe in the
philosophy of 'letting one's
achievements talk for
oneself.'
Resultantly, my students'
performances and
selections in various
prestigious scholarships
have built credibility and
con idence for parents to
believe in our abilities and
process thereof.
Being an in luential
Edupreneur, how do you
ensure that educational
space copes with
emerging technologies?
Given that Edtech has
evolved and progressed in
recent years, we have a
thriving Atal Tinkering Lab
that is the hub of
innovation,
entrepreneurship, and
STEM education at MAMS, it
becomes imperative for us
to keep pace with emerging
technologies. Hence, as the
leader of my school, I
ensure that I keep myself
abreast by attending regular
conferences and webinars
to learn from stalwarts in
the industry and keenly
following those who share
best practices on social
media.
Despite all challenges,
what are the signi icant
factors that keep
motivating you towards
success, and how does it
inspire the students for
their bright future?
As stated before, my
grandfather is my foremost
inspiration, and the fact that
he had the vision and
foresight to establish such
an institution in a remote
area almost four decades
ago inspires me to know no
bounds. Moreover, to
achieve so much without
having access to modern-
day technology, especially
the means of
communication we use
today, drives me crazy to
accomplish more day after
day.
As regards my students, I
try to walk the talk and lead
from the front by putting in
more eﬀort, passion, and
hard work that is visible to
them. That, I believe,
motivates them to put in the
extra eﬀort to achieve more.
I keep telling my students,
you show me enough eﬀort
equivalent to your potential,
and I will do whatever I can
to take you places.
As an in luential
Edupreneur, what are the
skills that the school and
colleges should
incorporate in the future
generation of youth?
The key competencies for
21st-century learners are
the 'Four Cs' (Creativity,
Critical Thinking,
Communication, and
Collaboration) over and
above any other skill set
that schools endeavour to
incorporate into their
curriculum. Together with
the aforementioned skills,
schools and colleges should
strive hard to incorporate
digital skills to keep pace
with the changing times.
Please do mention your
signi icant achievements,
accolades, and
recognitions so far.
Although, I believe my
foremost achievements are
those of my students, I have
been blessed with certain
accolades that I truly
cherish with utmost
humility. I was anointed
with the 40 Under 40 for
Education Award by the BW
Business World Magazine.
I've also had the honour of
being bestowed with the
Uttarakhand Ratna Award
by the Hon'ble Governor of
Uttarakhand and the
Shiksha Bharti Award by
CED Trust. Since
I am an environmental
enthusiast, Climate Reality
India recognized me as a
Climate Leader, and the Atal
Innovation Mission (NITI
Aayog) recognized me as a
Mentor of Change for the
Atal Tinkering Labs.
Amongst my major
achievements, thus, far is
having two of my students
get selected by AFS India for
100% scholarship exchange
programs to USA and Japan,
respectively.
Under my leadership,
MAMS has been bestowed
with the International
School Award by British
Council and has also been
awarded as one of the Top 5
schools in India for
Grassroots Social Impact by
Education World.
Being an in luential
Edupreneur, what would
be your advice for the
future Edupreneur?
I would advise all aspiring
edupreneurs to have the
right mindset and
perspective before joining
the education landscape.
Promoting educational
institutions purely for the
motive of pro iteering will
never be sustainable in the
long run. If one truly aspires
to make a diﬀerence, one
must put students' interests
irst over and above the
bottom line.
How do you envision the
future endeavour of the
education space?
Unlike common perceptions
about physical schools
being out of vogue due to
virtual learning during the
pandemic, I am convinced
that schools are here to stay.
Schools and school leaders
need to ind a harmonious
balance between physical
and virtual schooling, and
thus blended learning will
have to be ine-tuned to
achieve desired outcomes.
The Education View March 2023
 




	24. Navroz
Navr z
o Equipping  Learners with
Exceptional Resources
Billimoria
Billim ria
o
To keep up with the
changing industry
standards that give
rise to a career, there are
numerous vital aspects that
need to be ensured before
indulging with an
institution. Ensuring that
the advanced educational
providers impart elevated
education in addition to
encompassing the resources
necessary to address the
ever-changing aspects of
education while having the
experience necessary to
foster the individuality of
each and every student, is
one of them.
Comprehending such
facilities and making a
diﬀerence in the education
preface by introducing
superlative provisions that
highlight every student's
calibre is B.D. Somani
International School.
And as no organisation
follows the path of progress
without the guidance of its
leader, B.D. Somani is
supervised by a progressive
educator who is a deep
believer in the power of
holistic education, Navroz
Billimoria.
Under the guidance of
Navroz, the Secondary
School Principal of B.D.
Somani, the students enjoy
a learning experience that
addresses every facet of
their development. The
school follows a progressive
approach to learning and a
blend of internationally
recognised frameworks that
foster inquiry and
investigation. The school
curriculum is designed to
nurture global citizens of
the 21st century, mindful of
their role in their
communities and the world
and keen to actively
contribute to both.
Corroborating Diﬀerence
Navroz describes his entry
into the educational
ecosystem as serendipitous
at best. After graduating
from University in May
2011, he found himself back
in Mumbai. The reason was
Navroz Billimoria
Secondary School
Principal, B.D. Somani
International School
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twofold. India's domestic
narrative  appealed to him
from an investing point of
view, and the amalgamation
of his knowledge in Material
Science and Finance gave
Navroz the con idence that
he was in the right place at
the right time.
On a routine walk in his
neighbourhood, Navroz
bumped into his high school
teacher, whom he instantly
recognized. She was a
teacher at B.D. Somani, at
that time. That simple
reacquaintance paved the
path for Navroz to a broader
conversation on teaching
and education. Long story
short, he decided to give
teaching a try and he
instantly fell in love with the
job.
Today, Navroz is a irm
believer in the power of
holistic education.
He says, "The greatest
deterrent to holistic learning
is an over-reliance on
percentages and an
obsession with numbers to
attribute success. Our
students at B.D Somani are
more than the sum of their
grades, and we recourse to a
quote of Einstein's to
overcome this challenge, i.e.
'Not everything that counts
can be counted, not
everything that can be
counted counts'."
B.D. Somani International
School is the beacon of
meaningful and authentic
learning that empowers
students with the skills,
attitudes, and lexibility
necessary to tackle the
challenges and
opportunities of the ever-
changing world. The school
focuses on the social as well
as intellectual development
of its students to equip
them to take their place in
the global community of the
st
21 century. In an
atmosphere that values
academic excellence, the
school seeks to encourage
respect for individuality and
self-awareness. Its core
values can be summarised
in the embodiment of its
3C's – Curiosity,
Collaboration, and Courage.
Con idence, resilience,
friendships, and
communication are also a
few of the immeasurable
traits that become the
bedrock of B.D. Somani's
growth. Its teachers do
more than 'teaching.' They
are educators who are
driven by the ethos -
excellence in caring, caring
for excellence.
Catering Provisions
The school's CAS (Creativity,
Activity, Service) program is
very close to Navroz's heart.
Through this program, the
students have been able to
connect with so many who
do not have the same
advantages and privileges.
"Our students have raised
funds for several NGOs with
meaningful causes, and it
has been special to witness
the positive impact they have
made in the lives of so many
who are less fortunate," he
says.
The school has also
fostered a wonderful
kinship with a municipal
school in Nadukuppam,
near Pondicherry, for over a
decade. Its contributions to
the growth of the municipal
school have made a tangible
diﬀerence in the outcomes
of its students.
To know that
we can impact
human life in
visceral ways is a
huge responsibility
and I feel lucky to
know that we can
make a di erence
in the lives of our
students.
The Education View March 2023
 


	26. Technology is as
technology  does. In that
sense, Navroz believes that
it can be a double-edged
sword if negotiated
impractically. He thinks
there are pockets in the
educational ecosystem that
certainly need to bridge
gaps faster than others, and
case in point, high schools
must engage students in
purposeful research, and
technology plays a huge
part there.
He emphasizes that, be it
through digital instruments
or software, the ubiquity of
tech use should be
abundantly clear along with
resource allocation. It is
imperative, and providing
the right training to
educators driving the
technology is crucial to its
implementation.
Inspiring Minds
"To know that we can impact
human life in visceral ways is
a huge responsibility.
Personally, I feel lucky to
know that I work with
exceptional colleagues who
could easily shine in diﬀerent
sectors but choose to make a
diﬀerence in the lives of our
students," conveys Navroz.
For him, teaching is a
vocation that creates other
vocations, and to excel in
both culture and systems is
his constant motivation.
B.D. Somani's alumni go
into the world and do
tremendous things; this
makes him proud.
Navroz explains a well-
known adage that
encapsulates the
indispensable goal of a high-
quality education – "Give a
man a ish, and you feed him
for a day; teach a man to
ish, and you feed him for a
lifetime." However, what can
go unnoticed is the process.
How do we 'teach' our
students 'to ish'? One could
learn about the diﬀerent
kinds of species and the
appropriate bait to catch
them, the mechanics behind
the working of the rod, and
even study correct
techniques underlying the
process.
And hence Navroz explains
that the skills to catch a ish
will go missing if never
practised with idelity.
Teaching a man to ish
requires methods that focus
on building a speci ic skill
set. For him, that can be
Our students
have raised funds
for several NGOs
with meaningful
causes, and it has
been special to
witness the positive
impact they have
made in the lives of
so many who are
less fortunate.
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Features
distilled down to
adaptability, self-belief,
creativity, and grit.
Understanding the young
generation is the most
meaningful part of
education, according to
Navroz.
"We tend to normalize
empathy, but every
generation is diﬀerent, and
their needs are unique. I do
feel that listening helps
tremendously, and it is
important to ensure that our
con irmation biases do not
surface. Furthermore,
recognising that children of
all ages can make mistakes
too and learn from them is a
precious gift," he states.
He implies that
challenging the students to
take risks and unearth their
own voices through extra-
curricular activities proves
invaluable to growth. Role
modelling is imperative and
providing freedom with
responsibilities enhances
intrinsic discipline. Respect
should always be earned,
never demanded.
Garnering Allocations
Navroz feels particularly
happy to see his school
grow to the place where it is
today. He supposes an
achievement he is quietly
pleased about is that he has
completed over a decade in
an institution and witnessed
such powerful stories
emerge during his time
there. He always looks
forward and re lects in a
cyclical manner that keeps
him grounded and energetic
to do good work.
"Always empower others
around you to actualise their
best version. An excellent
team can make all the
diﬀerence, and it is crucial to
nurture their growth. To that
eﬀect, I feel that every good
leader should hone their
emotional quotient in equal
proportion to their
intellectual capacity," says
Navroz.
He believes good leaders
understand that they are
passengers in this process
and that the work is bigger
than the sum of its parts.
Also, if the unprecedented
pandemic taught him
anything, it would be never
to underestimate the
importance of human
intervention in education.
He ends with, "We are at a
stage in the world where the
need for community is
increasingly important.
Education must never be
transactional in nature but
rather transformational. The
de-professionalization of
educators is a palpable
threat, and no amount of
arti icial intelligence can
replicate the spark of
intuition that an educator or
a school can catalyse in a
student. The future is bright
if we can enrich the most
signi icant part – the people.”
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	30. Education is an
Eessential  element of
society that plays a
signi icant role in shaping
the future of individuals and
communities. In today's
fast-paced world, where
technological advancements
have transformed the way
we live, work and
communicate, the
traditional ways of
education are also changing
rapidly. The advent of
edtech has revolutionized
the education sector,
making it more accessible,
engaging, and personalized.
This transformation has
been possible due to the
innovative eﬀorts of
edupreneurs, who are
creating ground-breaking
solutions to improve the
quality of education
globally.
The Rise of Edupreneurs
Edupreneurs are
entrepreneurs who use
their knowledge, skills, and
experience to create
innovative educational
solutions that can improve
the learning experience for
students. These
entrepreneurs are driven by
a passion for education and
are committed to building a
better future for the
upcoming generation. They
leverage technology to
develop solutions that can
address the challenges
faced by the education
sector and enhance
students' learning
outcomes.
Transforming Education
through Edtech
One of the most signi icant
impacts of edtech is its
ability to make education
more accessible to students.
Edtech solutions such as
online courses, e-books, and
mobile applications have
made learning available to
students regardless of their
location or background.
This has particularly
bene ited students from
rural and remote areas who
previously had limited
access to quality education.
With edtech, students can
learn anywhere, at any time,
and at their own pace,
which has made education
more convenient and
lexible.
Another signi icant
impact of edtech is its
ability to make learning
more engaging and
personalized. Traditional
classroom teaching
methods have limitations in
terms of personalization
and engagement. With
edtech solutions, teachers
can use interactive learning
tools such as videos,
simulations, and games to
create a more engaging and
immersive learning
experience for students.
Edtech also enables
personalized learning by
providing adaptive learning
solutions that can cater to
students' individual
learning needs and
preferences. This can
signi icantly improve
students' learning outcomes
as they can learn at their
own pace and in a way that
suits their learning style.
Edupreneurs are also
leveraging technology to
improve the quality of
education by developing
solutions that can enhance
the skills and knowledge of
teachers. Teachers play a
crucial role in shaping the
future of students, and their
professional development is
essential for improving the
quality of education. Edtech
solutions such as online
teacher training courses,
professional development
webinars, and collaborative
platforms can provide
teachers with the necessary
knowledge and skills to
improve their teaching
practices. This can, in turn,
enhance students' learning
outcomes and contribute to
the overall improvement of
the education sector.
Moreover, edupreneurs
are developing solutions
that can address the skills
gap in the job market by
providing students with
industry-relevant skills. The
skills required in the job
market are constantly
evolving, and traditional
education systems are often
unable to keep up with
these changes. Edtech
solutions, such as online
vocational training courses
and industry simulations,
can provide students with
the skills and knowledge
required to succeed in the
job market. This can
signi icantly improve
students' employability and
contribute to the country's
economic growth.
Bridging the Skills Gap
through Edtech
In conclusion, edupreneurs
have played a pivotal role in
shaping the future of
education through their
innovative eﬀorts and
ground-breaking solutions.
The advent of edtech has
revolutionized how we
learn and made education
more accessible, engaging,
and personalized.
Edupreneurs are driving
this transformation by
creating solutions that can
address the challenges
faced by the education
sector, including lack of
access, engagement, and
personalization, and
improve the quality of
education globally.
As the world continues to
evolve and change rapidly,
the role of edupreneurs
becomes increasingly
crucial. They are building a
better future for the
upcoming generation by
creating solutions that can
meet the changing demands
of the job market and help
students develop the skills
required for future success.
With the continued eﬀorts
of edupreneurs, the future
of education looks
promising.
However, edupreneurs
often face various
challenges, including
funding, lack of access to
resources, and regulatory
barriers. It is essential to
support and encourage
edupreneurs as they
continue to innovate and
develop solutions that can
transform the education
sector and make education
accessible to all.
Governments, educational
institutions, and
stakeholders need to
collaborate and create an
enabling environment that
supports edupreneurs and
fosters innovation in the
education sector.
Building the Future of Education
The Education View March 2023
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	32. Ajoyful early years
Aand  balanced school
education are the
prominent pillars that
strengthens the foundation
of life. It is the precondition
that ensures that the course
of life is driven to
prosperity, success, and
beyond. And having the
right means to access this
important aspect to
substantiate, requires
reliance on education
providers who take this
factor just as seriously and
with utmost precedence.
Instituting its key
principles on a similar basis
is Lighthouse Learning. It
strongly emphasizes early
childhood education and
beyond, oﬀering a holistic
environment for young
minds, that nurtures and
assists in developing life
skills.
Leading the organization
to an eminent position,
Prajodh Rajan, Co-founder
and Group CEO of
Lighthouse Learning is
guiding the strategic
direction and growth. Under
his leadership, the company
grew from two Pre-schools
in 2001 to 1300 Pre-schools
across 360 towns and cities
in India, Nepal and
Bangladesh, and a fast-
growing network of 45+
K-12 Schools in India –
EuroKids, Kangaroo Kids,
EuroSchool, Billabong High
International School and
Centre Points Schools.
Let's slide into Prajodh's
journey and learn more
about the leadership that led
Lighthouse Learning to
success.
On Course to Delivering
Excellence
In 1999, the journey of
Lighthouse Learning
(formerly called EuroKids
International) began as a
children's book publishing
company. During those
years, Prajodh discovered
that there was a dearth of
high-quality preschool
options for parents to
choose from. He believed
that the lack of focus on
early childhood education
led to a wide gap in the non-
availability of a strong
foundation for young minds.
Keeping this in mind,
Prajodh embarked on
building the very irst
preschool from the ground
up to oﬀer every child that
enrolled, a second home.
During its development
phase, Prajodh was greatly
in luenced by the idea of
inculcating the joy of
learning in young children
so that they may grow to
become lifelong learners.
Today, Lighthouse
Learning strives to progress
on its intended growth
journey by inculcating and
lauding its team members'
Can-Do spirit, through
which it will further the
cause of education with
agility and technology. With
a keen sense of purpose to
oﬀer every child a holistic
learning approach,
Lighthouse Learning
focuses on child-centricity
to change the course of
education.
The Lighthouse Learning
Group is powered by a
professional team with
years of experience across
all functions, and each
member is geared to
empower children,
communities, and
stakeholders at scale. It
strives to collaborate with
parents and teachers, and
staﬀ to provide all-around
excellence for children. The
outcome-driven philosophy
and child centricity ideology
at the core, fuels the
organization as it serves as
a guiding light in setting the
highest benchmarks for
education in Pre-school and
the K-12 segment.
Every day, Lighthouse
Learning impacts the lives
of over 150,000 students
across its campuses.
Prajodh says, "It brings me
great joy to see these young
minds enter the real world
and use their education and
knowledge to make a
diﬀerence year after year.
This, in my opinion, is one of
the most signi icant
contributions we are making
to future generations and
our country."
Lighthouse Learning also
takes signi icant pride in
having positively impacted
the lives of over 1,000
women entrepreneurs by
empowering them to run
their pre-schools and
oﬀering respectable
employment opportunities
to women staﬀ members
across these pre-schools.
In addition, it partners
with various organizations
to oﬀer quality education
across diﬀerent segments of
Inculcating the Joy of Learning
to Nurture Young Minds
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	33. society – like  the Happy
School Project or the Adarsh
Anganwadi Project –
wherein it has partnered
with the Maharashtra
Government's Women and
Child Development (WCD)
Department.
Creating Impact:
Lighthouse Learning began
as Prajodh's brainchild 22
years ago and has grown
leaps and bounds with the
help of inspiring colleagues
who all believe in one
objective – 'Lighthouse
Learning is here to ignite the
Love for Learning in young
children.'
Another core focus at
Lighthouse Learning is the
desire to help creative
entrepreneurs, especially
empowering irst-
generation entrepreneurs.
"Today, we are blessed to
have walked this path with
over 1,000 women
entrepreneurs in
championing the thought of
self-reliance and waving the
lag of success as irst-
generation entrepreneurs.
This determination and
desire has helped us create
an organization that thrives
on building
entrepreneurship
opportunities in the
education ield," mentions
Prajodh.
Prajodh lets us know -
today, as skill sets evolve
faster than one ever
imagined, it's imperative
that students gain
knowledge beyond just
school-prescribed books. He
highlights that schools and
colleges should use teaching
styles and tools where
students feel comfortable
being curious and asking
questions, therefore
enabling them to evolve
their learning and thinking.
Skills that are essential to
be taught and primed to
students are cognitive skills
Prajodh Rajan
Co-founder and Group CEO,
Lighthouse Learning
The Education View March 2023
- such as critical thinking
and problem-solving; socio-
emotional skills - such as
self-esteem, adaptability,
creativity, perseverance, and
empathy; digital skills - such
as computational thinking,
for children to be able to
adapt to the changing times.
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	35. He says, "A  key
component of addressing
the needs of the youth is to
have the right educators on
board who are constantly
being guided and upskilled
to cope with the emerging
trends in education and the
psyche of the new age
children and youth"
He continues, "Our scale -
the network of preschools
and schools - also helps us to
learn from the versatile
skillset of teachers and
school leaders to make the
delivery of learning at our
campuses more eﬀective and
improve learning outcomes
for our student's year on
year."
Provisioning Unparalleled
Resources
Today, in spite of the advent
of many pre-school brands,
Lighthouse Learning leads
the way in being focused on
spotlighting the advantages
of a quality, future-ready
curriculum that can help
children imbibe language,
science, math, and social
skills for life from the
tender age of 3 years.
Prajodh is also cautiously
optimistic about technology.
According to Prajodh,
technology today is all
pervasive - entwined in
nearly every part of our
surroundings. Technology
aﬀects how one live, work,
play, and, most importantly,
learn. Therefore, it has
become very logical for
schools also to deploy
technology in the
classrooms to help students
learn eﬀectively. New
technologies such as AI,
machine learning, and
educational software aren't
just changing the ield for
students; they're shaking up
the role of educators,
creating philosophical shifts
in approaches to teaching,
and remodeling classrooms.
Speaking on the subject,
Prajodh states, "I believe
that the real story for the
future of education will
center around how
educators' structure and run
their classrooms, as well as
how technology will be used
to help students imbibe and
retain concepts. The
objective educators have is
to use technology as an
enabler to make learning
more engaging and fun for
our students. When paired
with interpersonal
relationships, thoughtful
educators, and deliberate
programs, technology can be
an incredible asset."
Technology has ensured a
paradigm change in the way
education is delivered in
this country. Technology has
also made it convenient to
share the curriculum, revisit
the same at convenience,
hold easier procedures
towards examinations and
most important –
personalizing learning.
Under a supervised
platform, technology is
eﬀective and a great enabler
of education. With an in lux
of new learning models
available, traditional
educational methods are
bound to evolve in the next
decade.
"The need to maintain a ine
balance while using
technology both at home as
well as at school is key. When
used in the optimal manner,
technology can change the
way children learn, and this,
in the long term, will bring
the desired change that
policymakers are hoping to
achieve – driving 100
percent literary with
engaged learners."
Also, Prajodh emphasizes
that outcome-based
education is going to equip
the future workforce with
higher adaptability to new
challenges – including the
threat of technology taking
away jobs. It is, therefore,
the collective duty of
everyone to leverage
technology now to shape
young minds so that they
can overcome the
challenges that the future
may hold for them.
Testament to Triumph
For Prajodh it has been very
humbling to have been
awarded numerous awards
and accolades over the
years, including 'The Global
Change Maker Award in
Education' instituted by
Franklin Covey Education,
'Entrepreneur of the Year',
Top '50 Leaders Changing
Indian Education' and '50
Visionaries – leading icons in
Education' as one of the top
education in luencers in the
country.
All these awards bear
testament to the hard work
Prajodh and his trusted
team across Lighthouse
Learning put in to ensure
children are provided with
the Love for Learning.
Prajodh would advise all
mission-driven edupreneurs
to always focus on bringing
about a positive impact in
the education sector as his
own which is 'To ignite the
Love for Learning in 1
Million Children.'
The Education View March 2023
Lighthouse Learning strongly
emphasizes early childhood
education and o ers a holistic
environment for young minds that
nurtures and assists in developing life
skills in a safe learning environment
from the start.
“
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	36. Edupreneur Changing the
Dimensions  of Modern Education
Raghava
Manbol
The way of openness
in education has
widely detonated
ever since the pandemic hit
the world and the education
sector hit the ground. It
indicated it was time for the
addition of technological
advancements into the
education industry.
As the famous saying
goes, "You can teach a
student a lesson for a day;
but if you can teach the
student to learn by creating
curiosity, he/she will
continue the learning
process as long as he/she
lives." The above saying
stands very true!
When a traditional
educational curriculum is
carefully curated with
modern changes, learning
becomes an enjoyable
process altogether for the
educator as well as for the
learners. It resulted in a
huge revelation with the
new strategies and activities
that led to its newer version
of education.
With the mindset of
service and advocacy to
implement strategies and
activities, Raghavendra
Manbol, Executive
Director of Panworld
Education, entered the
arena focusing on education
with student and user
satisfaction.
Raghavendra brings his
more than two decades of
Business experience from
the Information/Publishing
Industry, accompanied by
the associated technologies
across the Middle East and
South East Asian Countries.
Let's peek in and learn more
about this edupreneur's
journey!
The Saga of
Raghavendra's
Edupreneur Journey
Sharing valuable insights
into his edupreneur journey,
Raghavendra shares about
the start of his career in the
education sector, with
experience spanning
multiple continents (several
countries) for about two
decades. His educational
journey brought him a rich
experience, provided
tremendous exposure in the
sector, and allowed him to
meet many professionals in
the ield.
Fast forward to 2012,
when he had an opportunity
to get into discussions with
like minded people in a
hangout of diverse
backgrounds. During the
course of the discussions,
although they came from
varied backgrounds, the
things that were common
among them was passion
and progressive mindset to
work towards innovative
educational technologies
and its possibilities in
bene its of learners and
organizations.
During that hangout, they
discovered, with common
passion, interest in the
Education sector, challenges
and the zeal to contribute to
the long term vision. The
drive to do something good
in the education sector
sparked the creation of the
idea and the company,
Panworld Education,
thereby leading him to
become an Edupreneur.
About Panworld
Education
Oﬀering a technology-based
learning platform with
resources and advanced
infrastructure solutions and
consultancy to the
Educational Institutions
from K-12 to Higher
Education, Corporates, and
several others in the
educational sector, is the
af iliated company of
Panworld Group, which
goes by the name Panworld
Education.
As the name goes, so does
its vision, 'Inspired
Learning and Improved
Outcomes.' To eﬀectively
empower educational
institutions/organizations/
ministries imparting
education and enable
learning with the best of the
content and technologies.
Panworld's Mission is to
continue being the leading
'Content and Technology
Integrators for Education'
that builds and integrates
the best solutions by
imparting high-quality
education with quality
delivery, services, and
customer satisfaction.
The Core values dwell
around the theme of
'Inspire Better Learning'
and 'Foster a culture of
Lifelong Learning.'
Raghavendra's Steps for
Upliftment of Education
Arena
In the year 2015, the United
Nations General Assembly
(UN-GA) set up the
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), which are
intended to be achieved by
the year 2030. The SDGs is a
collection of 17 interlinked
global goals designed to be
a 'Shared blueprint for peace
and prosperity for people
and the planet.' Among
those 17 SDGs, the SDG4 is
to 'Ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education
and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for
all.'
Raghavendra sharing his
views as an Edupreneur;
highlights that he has
adopted this SDG4 as the
motto of the organization
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	37. and drives all  the activities
in support of this goal. With
his organization, he oﬀers
Ministries, Educational
groups and institutions the
much needed solutions for
the 2030 vision. For
educators, it is a much-
needed 'Content and
Technology' solution to
drive the goal in their area
of work.
Raghavendra shares
about his contribution to
National levels, as they have
contributed to the national
level digital reformations
across many countries and
educational institutions.
Challenges of Being an
Edupreneur
To pace up with the ever-
changing landscape of
education, standing out
among the competition
while adjusting to diﬀerent
cultural sensitivities and
oﬀering the appropriate
solutions to customers has
been quite challenging. The
last decade has been
witnessing changes at a
much faster rate than the
previous decades.
Being an edupreneur on
top of all these things has
been the greatest challenge.
Raghavendra overcame
many of these aspects, being
a voracious reader and a
learner, and donning
various hats of many
stakeholders in the
ecosystem.
Also, being a learner has
helped him comprehend
future requirements faster
and to scope solutions that
meet the demands of the
education sector.
Pacing with the
Technology
Predominantly focusing on
the perspective of an
edupreneur, Raghavendra
majorly focuses on what is
required to cope with
technology as it is required
to keep ahead of the curve
always!
That is not a simple feat.
He states, "Keeping track of
the changes and learning
ahead of the rest of the
sector is a monumental
endeavor given how quickly
things are changing in the
education sector (and all
other sectors)."
One has to adapt to the
growing needs of the sector
in the areas of imparting
education and ensuring
lifelong learning. Sharing
his experiences while being
an active member of
education conferences, he
has been trying to cope with
these changes by being part
of the thought-leaders
forums, educational
Students have more options to
choose from than those of a few
decades back and the opportunities
that bring in itself could be the
greatest inspiration for their
promising future.
The Education View March 2023
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	38. conferences, and
incubators, evaluating
various  start-ups which
spring up solutions at a
faster pace and being able
to add to the portfolio of the
solutions that they oﬀer to
their customers, thereby
ensuring their goals and
objectives are met in the
journey of imparting
education.
Roadblocks On the Way
As in any sector, there are
many roadblocks in the
Education sector too, some
driven by the evolution of
the time and some being
forced by unforeseen
natural calamities (like
COVID). Some of
them had been
quite a major
roadblocks on
the way.
However these have been
overcome by attaching to
the cause of SDG4. This has
been a great incentive for
moving toward success. As
the famous saying goes,
'Success is an ongoing
journey; there is no end to
success.' This particular
saying has also been a great
motivator to keep taking
meaningful strides all the
time.
Whilst talking about the
students of today and their
future, Raghavendra
mentions, "Students have
more options to choose from
than those of a few decades
back, and the opportunities
that bring in itself could be
the greatest inspiration for
their promising future."
Embracing Modern
Education in Schools and
Colleges
The world is advancing at a
much faster pace than ever
in terms of technological
evolution in the Fourth
Industrial Revolution (4IR).
Many new streams are
becoming more prominent,
like Coding, Machine
Learning, Arti icial
Intelligence, Drones, 3D
Printing, IoT, Cloud
computing, VR/AR/MR,
Metaverse, Quantum
• Award of Excellence in
e-Learning – Issued by
World Education Congress
2018/ Sustainable
Development Goals (Quality
Education for All) Jul 2018.
• ICONIC Education Leader Award –
Issued by FAMA for Excellence in
Leadership in Education, Dec 2021.
• Innovative SME of the Year Award –
Nov 2022, issued by Gulf Business Awards in
collaboration with Century Financial.
• First Round Judge: Reimagine Education
Awards 2022 – By QS Quacquarelli Symonds,
Nov 2022.
• Judge at the International Business Excellence
Awards 2021 – organized by Awards International.
• Judge at the UK Business & Innovation
Awards: Feb 2022 – organized by Awards
International.
Awards
Prio
Keeping track of the changes and
learning ahead of the rest of the
sector is a monumental endeavor
given how quickly things are
changing in the education sector.
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	39. Computing, Gene Editing,
and  many more.
It became imperative with
the additions in mainstream
education, several advanced
skill sets, that would be
required for the future
workforce. With the
additional job openings
based on the technological
advances that the world is
currently witnessing.
Thus, to prepare the
future generation for these
new streams (be it a job or
research, or exploration),
schools and universities
must incorporate educating
the future generation of
youth with these concepts.
On the primary level,
schools should introduce
these basic concepts as early
as possible to the future
generation of youth (which
is being witnessed in many
areas already). And on the
secondary level, universities
need to build additional
courses/workshops/
training for the youth to be
future-ready as soon as
possible.
Meeting the Needs of the
Youth
The emerging needs of the
youth of all generations are
a huge challenge, with
things and life evolving
around it. In the ongoing
decade, they have witnessed
the evolution of technology
at a much faster pace than
the previous decades.
While they may not be
able to completely address
the needs of the youth today,
Raghavendra mentions,
"They can continue to do
what has been started to
address the future
requirements by educating
them on the latest ongoing
trends."
Wise Words of Wisdom
for Aspiring Edupreneurs
With the signi icant growth
observed in the past few
years, edupreneurs still
have dif iculty keeping up
with it. It is a challenge to
rise to the occasion by being
more innovative and more
adaptive than being reactive
and pre-empting in creating
solutions. Raghavendra
shares it will not only help
the future of students but
also make their learning
journey an interesting one.
Given all the eﬀorts taken
to make digital education
inclusive before the
pandemic, with its advent,
digital education can no
more be neglected.
However, digital education
comes with its shortfalls
due to various factors. He
advises the future
edupreneurs -"To be more
agile, more proactive and be
more adaptive to the market
conditions."
Envisioning the Future of
Education
Sharing thoughts on the
future, with the changing
scenario of education,
Raghavendra states his
excitement towards the new
wave, as it would be
interesting to see how the
education sector develops
in the near future.
Further elaborating, it
gives a deeper insight into
the two drivers, i.e., the
technological advances of
4IR (fourth industrial
revolution) and the advent
of the pandemic have made
the future of education even
more intriguing.
With the world trying to
come to terms with the
technological advances of
4IR, the pandemic brought a
diﬀerent perspective to the
education sector also. These
drivers force educators and
policymakers to rethink
Education. These forces
have brought more lavor to
the mix. Whereas a few
years ago, the entire world
was moving toward
learning-based education
rather than memorization-
based education.
The disadvantages of the
pandemic, to name as loss
of reading skills and others.
The journey of making
students future-ready and
trying to inculcate learning-
based education is making
this space more interesting
going forward.
To top all of that, the 2030
SDG4 goals are also
receiving a lot of attention.
Mr Manbol states, "This
generation is going through
a lot of challenges in the
education sector too (apart
from other sectors) and
needs to come up with
appropriate solutions for a
better future."
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	42. Education is a
Efundamental  right,
and it plays a crucial
role in shaping the future of
individuals and
communities. However,
traditional education
methods have limitations in
terms of accessibility,
engagement, and
personalization. In today's
fast-paced world, where
technology has transformed
the way, we live and work,
edupreneurs are leveraging
technology to revolutionize
the education sector. Edtech
has the potential to make
education more accessible,
engaging, and personalized,
and edupreneurs are
driving this transformation
by creating innovative
solutions that can address
the challenges faced by the
education sector.
Edupreneurs are
entrepreneurs who use
their knowledge, skills, and
experience to create
innovative educational
solutions that can improve
the learning experience for
students. These
entrepreneurs are driven by
a passion for education and
are committed to building a
better future for the
upcoming generation. They
leverage technology to
develop solutions that can
address the challenges
faced by the education
sector and enhance
students' learning
outcomes.
One of the most
signi icant impacts of
edtech is its ability to make
education more accessible
to students. Edtech
solutions such as online
courses, e-books, and
mobile applications have
made learning available to
students regardless of their
location or background.
This has particularly
bene ited students from
rural and remote areas who
previously had limited
access to quality education.
With edtech, students can
learn anywhere, at any time,
and at their own pace,
which has made education
more convenient and
lexible.
Another signi icant
impact of edtech is its
ability to make learning
more engaging and
personalized. Traditional
classroom teaching
methods have limitations in
terms of personalization
and engagement. With
edtech solutions, teachers
can use interactive learning
tools such as videos,
simulations, and games to
create a more engaging and
immersive learning
experience for students.
Edtech also enables
personalized learning by
providing adaptive
solutions that cater to
student's individual
learning needs and
preferences. This can
signi icantly improve
students' learning outcomes
as they can learn at their
own pace and in a way that
suits their learning style.
Moreover, edupreneurs are
developing solutions that
can address the skills gap in
the job market by providing
students with industry-
relevant skills. The skills
required in the job market
are constantly evolving, and
traditional education
systems are often unable to
keep up with these changes.
Edtech solutions, such as
online vocational training
courses and industry
simulations, can provide
students with the skills and
knowledge required to
succeed in the job market.
This can signi icantly
improve students'
employability and
contribute to the country's
economic growth.
The rise of
edupreneurship is a result
of the increasing demand
for innovative and
accessible education
solutions. Edupreneurs are
illing the gaps in the
traditional education
system by developing
solutions catering to
students' learning needs
and preferences. However,
the art of balancing
business and education can
be challenging for
edupreneurs. They must
ind a balance between their
passion for education and
their business goals.
One of the main
challenges for edupreneurs
is inding a sustainable
business model. Developing
and implementing edtech
solutions can be expensive,
and edupreneurs must ind
a way to generate revenue
while keeping the solutions
aﬀordable and accessible to
students. This requires
careful planning and
strategic decision-making to
ensure that the business
model is sustainable in the
long run.
Another challenge for
edupreneurs is ensuring the
quality of their educational
solutions. With the rise of
edtech, online courses and
educational resources have
proliferated, making it
dif icult for students to
distinguish between high-
quality and low-quality
solutions. Edupreneurs
must ensure that their
solutions are of high quality
and meet the standards of
the education sector.
Edupreneurs must also
ensure that their solutions
are relevant and eﬀective in
addressing the challenges
faced by the education
sector. They must deeply
understand the education
system and the needs of
students and teachers. This
requires continuous
research and development.
In conclusion,
edupreneurship is a
promising ield that
combines the worlds of
business and education to
create innovative solutions
that can enhance the
learning experience for
students. However,
balancing business and
education can be
challenging, and
edupreneurs need to ind
the right balance to succeed.
By prioritizing the needs of
students, fostering a culture
of innovation, and being
open to collaboration,
edupreneurs can create
sustainable businesses that
positively impact the
education sector. The rise of
edupreneurship has the
potential to transform the
education sector and create
a brighter future for the
upcoming generation.
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	44. Shyam
Tejas
Igniting the Flame  of Innovation
in the domain of Education
n today's iercely
Icompetitive world,
education is witnessing
unprecedented growth. Be it
'Ed-tech' or 'Hybrid
Learning', the education
industry has managed to
create a large, tangible
impact that is now driving
substantial change in the
education landscape. And
with this, we're seeing the
rise of the 'edupreneur.' So,
what exactly does an
edupreneur do?
Entrepreneurs that bring
innovation to the education
sector are known as
edupreneurs. They use
'teaching' and 'learning' as a
means of creating – a
positive economic and
social value.
Edupreneurs are aware of
the shifting market needs
and create curricula,
products and services to
ful il those needs which, in
turn, aid learners in honing
their skills and developing
their talents.
Tejas Shyam is an
Edupreneur and an
Entrepreneurship Coach.
While at IIT Bombay as a
student, he was a part of the
e-Cell, which sparked his
interest in
entrepreneurship.
Additionally, Tejas had a
strong interest in teaching.
Tejas' zeal drove him to
launch his irst Ed-tech
venture, Thinkers to
Rankers. But the start-up
failed, and Tejas learned a
lot from experience. He then
set up TEJ (The Education
Journey), which is still
going strong and has
successfully completed a
six-year journey so far.
While searching for the
'10 Most In luential
Edupreneurs of the Year
2023,' Tejas Shyam came to
notice. In an interactive
interview with The
Education View, he
discussed his schooling and
work history and his future
goals.
To learn more about Tejas,
read ahead.
The Inception Tale
Tejas received his M.Tech.
and B.Tech. Degrees from
IIT Bombay. He was a
member of the e-Cell as a
student, which introduced
him to the ield of
entrepreneurship. He
decided that one day he
would launch his own
business and pursue his
passion. Meanwhile, as a
student at IIT Bombay, he
had already started
providing private tuitions in
and around Powai since he
loved to teach.
After graduating from
IITB, he worked in the
corporate sector for almost
one and a half years before
realizing that teaching was
his inner-calling. He had
two choices: work a part-
time job or devote all his
time to becoming an
educator. He then decided to
devote his life entirely to
teaching and follow his
passion.
He worked with a few
renowned JEE coaching
centers in Mumbai in the
irst few years of his
teaching career. Every day
provided a new learning
opportunity, and he soon
began to notice the
shortcomings in the
education sector. As his
knowledge of the target
market expanded
concurrently, he identi ied
the need for a well-
diﬀerentiated product to
make his business stand
out.
A Statement of Objectives
While stating the irm's
vision, Tejas asserts, "TEJ, in
Hindi, stands for the
eﬀulgence of knowledge. At
TEJ, we endeavor to make
the process of education a
wonderfully interesting
journey - one that students
enjoy, explore and bene it
from. Our pedagogy is
student-centric, and our
vision is to 'Help every
learner understand and
achieve their potential.' We
irmly believe that
experiential, explorative,
understanding-based
conceptual education is most
important for young minds."
Further stating the
mission, he says, "Our
mission is to eﬀectively
synthesize the elements of
traditional pedagogy
together with digital
learning tools to create a
progressive yet adaptive
education process that
caters to the learning needs
of the students and helps
them derive maximum value
from the process of learning."
"It is our core belief that
education is a tool for
empowering the mind, and
hence educational
methodologies must develop
thinking skills, problem-
solving skills and a keen
sense of subject appreciation
in students," he mentions as
his irm's core values.
Conquering the
Challenges
While stating the
challenges, Tejas asserts,
"The challenges were many.
Firstly, it was societal
pressure. Whoever I met
would say just one thing –
'why are you wasting your
talent teaching? Be in the
corporate world and earn
money!' A lot of the time, this
was tough to ignore. Being
from a middle-class family
and being the breadwinner, I
was expected to contribute
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	45. inancially. The uncertainty
associated  with starting-up
is well known."
Re lecting upon the
pressures he faced, he
continues, "The societal
pressure just made me want
to start up that much harder.
I did not have access to many
funds, and I knew I had to
make the unit economics
work from the get-go, or I
would not make it through
even my irst year. To top it
all, the education industry
has always been crowded
with very little to
diﬀerentiate players. Mostly,
it comes down to pricing.
Creating a unique niche for
me was a fairly daunting
task. In all of this, I decided
that, no matter what, I will
succeed."
"My mother, on seeing my
determination, decided to
whole-heartedly support me
in getting things started.
That is how we teamed
together to face all odds and
keep pushing through. As
they say – God helps those
who help themselves.
Moreover, I must say – God
has been kind. I have never
really had to look back with
regret. There have been ups
and downs. Sometimes
in lows have been thinner
than expected, and
sometimes there have been
unexpected good fortunes.
Nevertheless, the journey has
always been worth it," he
further says.
Incorporating the Skillset
As Swami Vivekananda so
eloquently described,
'Education is the
manifestation of the
perfection already present in
man.' To make the divinity
within manifest is the aim.
Tejas opines that, in
addition to integrating
Social Emotional Learning
techniques in the
classrooms, schools and
institutions should
concentrate on achieving
this goal.
Kids' competencies
require empathy,
mindfulness, compassion,
and critical inquiry. Also
necessary is instructional
scaﬀolding. Finally, rather
than just concentrating on
inishing the curriculum,
there needs to be a
concentrated eﬀort made to
ensure that kids
comprehend concepts and
themes. This is a problem
that needs to be ixed as
soon as possible, according
to Tejas.
Words of Wisdom
When we ask the advice of
Tejas for the students,
asserting the same, he says,
"I have three small but
essential pieces of advice to
give-
Always believe in yourself.
'Suno sabki, karo mann ki.'
Focus on creating value.
Valuation will happen
automatically if you stay
true to the purpose.
Cultivate the right attitude.
A great idea may get you
backers, but a great attitude
will always bring in the
customers."
Envisioning the Future
While envisioning his future
endeavor, Tejas states,
"Education is growing at
such a rapid pace that it is
dif icult to predict what
happens in the future. I
prefer keeping track of the
changes and being humble
and lean enough to use them
to my advantage. If only
Focus on creating
value. Valuation will
happen automatically
if you stay true to the
purpose.
“
Tejas Shyam
Edupreneur,
Entrepreneurship Coach
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there were a way to predict
how education would
transform, most education
and ed-tech ventures would
not be struggling the way
they are. So rather than
worrying about what may
happen, I am going to keep
focusing on how I can keep
putting my best foot
forward, always.”
 


	46. G Provisioning Superlative
Education  Opportunities
Tijay
Gupta
he 21 century
Tplaces an emphasis
on children to have a
strong education base that
equips them with the
abilities and expertise
needed to lourish in a
world that is changing
rapidly and becoming more
complex. Along with literacy
of the regular education
curriculum, the capacity for
critical thought, problem-
solving, and teamwork, are
all components essential for
a strong education.
For children to learn and
develop the aforementioned
qualities, it is recommended
for them to start as early as
possible to polish their
talents at a good school that
oﬀers a secure and caring
atmosphere. Without this
grounding, students could
encounter adversities while
adjusting to new technology,
compete in the global
workforce, and understand
the social and political
challenges of the day.
With a sincere desire to
give every child a solid
foundation, Tijay Gupta,
provides facilities for
children that prepares them
for the evolving dynamics of
the contemporary world as
Co-founder and Chief
Operating Of icer of
Bachpan Play Schools.
Tijay demonstrates sheer
tenacity to bridge the gap
between students and high-
quality education, resulting
in futuristic learning
objectives.
To know more about Tijay's
pursuit to enhance the
modern pedagogical
scenario of India, The
Education View had a brief
interview with him.
Below are the highlights of
the interview:
Please tell us about the
inception story of your
Edupreneur journey.
I belong to a family of
entrepreneurs, and
entrepreneurship came
naturally to me. What
transformed me from an
entrepreneur to an
edupreneur, however, was
my deep desire to provide
every kid with a strong
foundation that prepared
them for the changing
dynamics of the 21st
century. That's how the
journey of Bachpan Play
School started in 2004.
When we came across
disorganisation and
obsoleteness in the context
of preschool curriculum,
books, teaching methods,
learning aids, uniforms, and
such, in addition to a lack of
awareness about the vital
role of preschool education,
the inception of Bachpan
seemed inevitable. The
journey of Bachpan is all
about bridging the gap, as
most meaningful journeys
are.
Tell us about the school's
mission, vision, and core
values.
Bachpan Play School was
founded with the vision of
imparting high-quality
preschool education to
every kid in the country. We
envision futuristic learning
outcomes for kids which
would help them stay
advanced in making their
way to success. We aim to
create more and more
technological tools for
making our vision come
true and facilitate learning
for kids. Our Speak-O-Kit,
Robotime, Virtual Reality,
and Smart Classes are
eﬀorts in this direction, and
then there is our 360°
Support App too. Bachpan
greatly values the qualities
of commitment, innovation,
and excellence. We make
sure that all Bachpan
schools and students imbibe
these qualities.
Being a prominent
Edupreneur, what
signi icant contribution
have you made in
education space for
societal upliftment?
We make ultra-advanced
learning technologies like
Speak-O-Kit (a set of talking
pens and talking books
which is based on
nanotechnology) available
at very aﬀordable prices in
all our Bachpan Play
Schools. We design school
uniforms, books, and
admission kits as well as
Speak-O-Kit in-house to
ensure that the best of every
school-related need is
available to all kids in the
best quality at minimum
prices. This initiative helps
us contribute to the
educational space by
making education
“
“
At Bachpan Play School, we
envision futuristic learning
outcomes for kids which would
help them stay advanced in
making their way to success
and aim to create more and
more technological tools for
making our vision come true
and facilitate learning for kids.
46
 


	47. Tijay Gupta
Co-founder
and COO,
Bachpan
Play  Schools
accessible and inclusive. We
are also working on making
our Bachpan Play Schools
disabled-friendly so as to
provide equal opportunities
for one and all.
What challenges did you
face in your Edupreneur
journey, and how did you
overcome them?
Every new journey is
marked with challenges.
While making a mark on the
preschool education
segment with our Bachpan
Play School chain,
challenges were both
internal and external.
Building a highly dedicated
team that indulged in
research and development
from scratch—from
working on the integrated
curriculum to establishing a
wide franchise network to
keeping everything ready
for every kind of corporate
support (academic, training,
marketing, and more), was
not easy. There were
challenges, but our
relentless commitment to
quality education helped us
overcome them. We
succeeded in making the
general public aware of the
signi icance of a preschool
for a child's best future. Our
innovative learning
methods and technologies
had a signi icant role to play
in that.
Being an in luential
Edupreneur, how do you
ensure that educational
space copes with
emerging technologies?
The best thing is that
technology is an integral
part of our learning
ecosystem at Bachpan Play
School. So, there is nothing
like 'coping with emerging
technologies' for us. Rather,
we embrace emerging
technologies and keep
moving with the times as
advanced as ever. Virtual
Reality, for example, was not
used much in education
earlier, but it has begun to
be used now by many
prestigious national and
international schools. Not
only at our Bachpan Play
Schools but also at our
Academic Heights Public
Schools, we have been
making complete use of this
technology to increase
learning outcomes in
students. And we have been
using Virtual Reality for
years now. Our distinctive
learning tool—Speak-O-
Kit—is also based on
technology. That said, we
are receptive as ever to
creating and adopting new
technologies
Despite all challenges,
what are the major factors
that keep motivating you
towards success, and how
does it inspire the
students for their bright
future?
Generally, I would say that
playing my part in our
country's progress keeps
me motivated to achieve
success. While that is
obviously true, I do not
think that there is only one
factor or some 'major
factors' for our motivation.
There have to be many
diﬀerent little things to help
us stay motivated. For me,
that would be rising up
early on time with
determination, seeing the
curious smiles on our
students' faces, coming up
with new ideas and
executing them successfully,
meeting like-minded
edupreneurs, and
constantly upgrading our
educational methods and
endeavours. If I say it in one
line, perhaps it would be my
never-fading enthusiasm for
life that keeps me motivated
for success. I recognise that
for every person, there is a
diﬀerent inspiration. But
irst, I believe 'never-fading
enthusiasm' is needed to get
that inspiration for a bright
future. Our schools aim to
cultivate that enthusiasm in
children.
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