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First Children's Embassy in the WorldFollow
The document provides an overview of the First Children's Embassy in the World MEGJASHI, founded in 1992 in Skopje. It discusses MEGJASHI's founding mission to represent and protect children's rights, encourage responsible parenting, and advocate for policies in the best interest of children. Over 30 years, MEGJASHI has helped refugee children, raised awareness of children's issues, and been recognized as the most trusted civil society organization in Macedonia. The organization continues its important work of empowering children and creating a fairer world for every child.Read less
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	5. “All the ideals  in the world are less
significant than the tears
of a child!”
- Dostoevsky
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Children are a  special nation. Children are not national or
religious leaders. They are a nation that has never initiated
a revolution or a counter-revolution, nor has it ever waged
war. Children are neither a class nor a national issue: children
are an issue above and beyond all issues. They are the people
who suffer the most in military conflicts and human tragedies.
Children are just children. “All the ideals of the world are less
significant than the tears of a child.”
(a quote from the Charter of the
First Children’s Embassy in the World)
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T
he First Children’s  Embassy in the World
MEGJASHI was founded on April 29, 1992 in
Skopje, and it is the first registered interna-
tional, non-profit, non-partisan and non-govern-
mental organization in the Republic of Macedonia
for the protection of children‘s rights with a vision
for a fairer world for every child!
Today, MEGJASHI is synonymous with children’s
rights and wellbeing. For years, it has been one of
the organizations most widely recognized by the
citizens, but also a dedicated partnering organ-
ization to numerous civic organizations and ini-
tiatives, networks, public institutions, media and
companies from the country and abroad. Many
say: “MEGJASHI is an institution”.
The mission of the First Children’s Embas-
sy MEGJASHI is to represent and protect the
rights of children, to encourage responsible par-
enting and respect for the child‘s personality,
to strengthen the civil movement for children‘s
rights, children‘s participation and to advocate
for the institutions to function in the best inter-
est of the child. MEGJASHI promotes peace ed-
ucation, building active citizenship based on the
principle of non-violence and fostering diversity
and equal opportunities for all.
With its activities over the past 30 years, the
Embassy has contributed to the development
and strengthening of civil awareness of children‘s
rights. It broke the silence surrounding children‘s
suffering, especially the physical, sexual and eco-
nomic abuse of children, revealing several cases of
abuse to the public and engaging directly in estab-
lishing more effective mechanisms for the protec-
tion of children.
It was not easy to pave the path of the new
global children‘s movement in Macedonia, but
MEGJASHI succeeded!
They have been declared an organization that
the citizens trust the most, and children already
learn about them in textbooks.
The President and Founder of the First Chil-
dren’s Embassy in the World MEGJASHI - Republic
of Macedonia, is Dragi Zmijanac.
The other founders are also a group of dedicated
enthusiasts who held the founding assembly of the
new organization on April 29, 1992: Gordana Pirkovs-
ka Zmijanac, Kole Angelovski, Dragan Mijalkovski...
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MEGJASHI as an  organization has left a longlast-
ing mark in the life of the entire country of Mac-
edonia. All well-wishers are welcome to join this
great global children‘s movement!
In accordance with the Statute of the organiza-
tion, both individuals and collectives can become
members.
The Children‘s Embassy operates at the in-
ternational, regional, national and local level.
The key values and principles in the operation
are: participation, involvement of children in de-
cision-making processes on issues that affect
them; fostering volunteering as an approach
to protecting children‘s rights; promoting and
practicing non-violence by involving schools in
Peace Education activities; equal opportuni-
ties for everyone in exercising and respecting
their rights; accountability, responsibility and
non-partisanship in the operation of the organ-
ization. The idea, the name First Children’s Em-
bassy in the World MEGJASHI, and the mascot
“Bushavko” (Fluffy) are protected under the Min-
istry of Development of the Republic of Mace-
donia, Industrial Property Protection Office un-
der trademark number 500/2008, 501/2008 and
900/2009.
***
Dragi Zmijanac, as the leader of MEGJASHI, is
the holder of the international award “Angel of
the Year”. On January 28, 2008, for the ninth time,
the “Angel of the Year” event was held at the “Dal
Verme” Theater in Milan organized by the Red
Cross Italy - Regional Committee of Lombardy, and
the Ethics Center “Coin for Peace”. Dragi Zmijanac
was awarded the “Angel of the Year” Award for his
long-standing intensive service in supporting chil-
dren and implementing international projects.
In 2001, the MEGJASHI Embassy received the
award for civil society and democracy, for its
long-standing contribution to the building of a civ-
il society in the Republic of Macedonia. This award
was presented by MCIC.
***
2011 - In the research aimed at measuring the
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“Trust in civil  society” and “Knowledge and opinions
about civil society organizations”, the First Chil-
dren’s Embassy in the World MEGJASHI, Republic
of Macedonia, according to the surveyed citizens,
was ranked first in terms of trust in the organiza-
tion, ranked second in the Democracy Sector and
Human Rights, and ranked fourth in the sector Or-
ganization in Development (strengthening) of civil
society.
***
...And so it came to be! On June 8, 1991, in
the Balkans, in the small town of Megjashi, at the
cross-border region between Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, Serbia and Croatia, the First Children‘s Coun-
try in the World - Megjashi, was declared, short-
ly before the beginning of the war in the former
Yugoslavia. The creator behind this idea was the
Sarajevo lawyer Dusan Tomich, a man who hoped
that this idea would defeat the nationalist and re-
ligious passions.
Unfortunately, Megjashi‘s beautiful message of
peace was not understood, years of bloodshed en-
sued, but the establishment of the First Children’s
Embassy in the World and its expansion from Bos-
nia and Herzegovina to Macedonia and much fur-
ther beyond saved many children‘s lives...
And when their fragile children‘s bodies got tired
of fleeing, someone made at least their hearts re-
joice, burst with hope and childlike tranquility!
The first established air bridge spread from Sa-
rajevo to Belgrade and from Sarajevo to Skopje.
Then, the convoys to Spain, France, Austria start-
ed... Organizer: the MEGJASHI Embassy. Tens of
thousands of mothers with children of all religions
and nationalities fled to rescue through the Em-
bassy.
With its initial activities, on April 29, 1992, in
Skopje, a group of peace-loving citizens founded
and started working in the new non-governmental
and non-partisan association within the MEGJASHI
family and with the approval of the creator of the
idea – the General Consulate of the First Children’s
Embassy in the World MEGJASHI, an organization
which later grew into the First Childrens’ Embassy
in the World MEGJASHI based in the Republic of
Macedonia.
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The MEGJASHI Embassy  in Sarajevo was pre-
vented from spreading its message due to the
difficult conditions. The organization was saving
children from the death towering over the Bos-
nian sky. The MEGJASHI Embassy based in Skopje
took on the role of spreading this noble idea in
the world. From the very beginning, the Embassy
helped refugee children from the former Yugosla-
via to find temporary respite in Macedonia and
provided them with destinations in other Europe-
an countries.
After a year in Macedonia, many other interna-
tional organizations opened their offices and also
started helping out refugees, including children.
On the other hand, the blockades to which Mac-
edonia was exposed (the Greek embargo), the de-
cline of the economy (the closing of the market
with the former YU-Republics), the restructuring
of the social system, caused incomprehensible
damages and consequences that directly and in-
directly affected children. It was a sign that the
Embassy should start working on other projects
and activities.
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Photo of the  collective passports that the refugees sheltered in Macedonia 1992, used to travel to
other countries
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THEY SAID
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“We did not  inherit this planet from our parents, but we borrow it from our chil-
dren. Children are the parents of humankind, children are the longing of life itself. I
know that this task and mission of theirs is quite difficult and that it implies many,
many activities in order to make the slightest shift toward improving the state of the
world.”
Vlatko Stefanovski, Musician
“...You‘re already grown up and you know what you‘re doing. The last thing that
amazes me about you is that you oppose the whole system, emphasizing the impor-
tance of finding out the biological parent of adoptees, and also fighting for equal
custody after divorce. I will always support you because you are honest, patient,
well-mannered and always know what you want.”
Vesna Petrushevska, Actress
“Being in MEGJASHI and contributing at least a little to the improvement the situ-
ation of children is an honor, a source of pride. I fell in love with the enthusiasm, with
what they presented to me as the First Children’s Embassy. And as long as my legs and
my mind serve me well, of course, I will be there and I will contribute as much as I can.”
Blagoja Chorevski, Actor
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“Skopje has several  important places that are very dear to me, namely the Vardar
Stone Bridge, the Church of Saint Spas with its beautiful iconostasis, the Skopje Kale
(Fortress) and the First Children’s Embassy MEGJASHI. I am very proud to be part a
team like this. The First Children’s Embassy grew from a humanitarian organization
into a professional non-governmental organization.”
Kole Angelovski, Ambassador, Director
“This is a worldwide movement, a global project. In those first days, those turbulent
times, I‘m talking about the conflict in Bosnia, when a large group of mothers with chil-
dren came to us directly from there after a few days, I often drove with a van bringing
diapers and hygiene products and what not. The pillars, however, were Gordana and
Dragi Zmijanac, a lot of things went through them, they endured it all heroically.”
Dragan Mijalkovski, Vice Consul 1992-1996, musician
“What I learned from them and what I admire to this day, first of all, is the quick
reaction to the child‘s need, both during the military crisis in Macedonia and during
the catastrophic accident that happened a few years ago in Skopje. The Children‘s
Embassy MEGJASHI acts immediately, they don‘t wait around for someone else to
organize them, they take action themselves.”
Dr. Marija Donevska, Honorary Member of the Assembly of the Children‘s Embassy MEGJASHI
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“For me, the  Children‘s Embassy and its founders are a symbol of valor, perseverance,
dedication and honesty in their work. Having the opportunity to be involved in any way
in the entire inspiring atmosphere and work of MEGJASHI is a special life experience”.
Vaska Bojadzi, Member of the children‘s delegation in the presentation of the
children‘s alternative report at the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
“Of course, I won‘t be wrong if I say that in some way MEGJASHI is the voice of the
children. Children recognize the organization and engage with it. As a non-govern-
mental organization, it left the mark of a serious organization that was needed in the
Republic of Macedonia.”
Ixet Memeti, Ombudsman of the Republic of Macedonia
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CHILDREN
COME FIRST...
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T
he word “child”  should always be pro-
nounced with profound piety and rever-
ence, as reverently as possible. To pro-
nounce “child!” with love, gentleness, respect,
inspiration, imagination, with knowledge, but
also with obligation. With wisdom that befits the
children‘s wisdom, which is inexhaustible and
immesurable.
Everything you need to know about a child,
the blossom of this world, is in fact everything
you need to know about the world and about
life. It carries with it all the secrets and answers.
The child is miraculous, it is the spreader of
love, the motive, the force of existence, the only
legitimate heir of existence. And of Planet Earth.
And therefore, each child is a separate world
in this World, equally important, to whom this
World belongs and will belong.
Children deserve happiness, not happiness
measured by the handfuls of adults (they very of-
ten do not know to what extent they should serve
it to children), but happiness measured precisely
by children‘s handfuls, which are seemingly small,
but are in the dimension of everything Universe.
A child is a pure distillate of Love. A child is
the fruit of Love. He or she a mix of sunshine,
pollen and spring. Something that ennobles the
World and makes it a better place. Children are
the wings of humanity.
“(The word) child lifts up the spirit of any old
gray-haired man,” a wise man has said.
And, therefore, every child deserves to be the
happiest! Every child, without exceptions. We
should strive for this, despite it seeming to be
utopia. Because, they adorn the world of adults.
But the world of adults does not always adorn
their world.
In reality, children can be thrown into the op-
posite extreme and be exposed to neglect, tor-
ture and terror by adults. The harsh world and
bad conditions have led to some children not
being very happy, being left bruised and burned
in the cruel world. That is the sore spot of hu-
manity, the sore spot that a cure must be found
for, on every meridian. As soon as possible.
What does humanity owe them? - We owe
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them everything.
The idea  of making children happy is challeng-
ing! For every one of us.
Children’s rights are the real name of the love
for our children. Because a child that does not
have his/her rights, what kind of child would that
be?
Children are the bloodstream of a society,
but also the fresh blood in its structure. They
are what matters the most.
***
And whenever everyone turns their heads
and walks away, without grasping the children‘s
problems, the philanthropists from MEGJASHI
stop and pour their hearts out. For the children.
Wherever a human hand has broken a child‘s
heart, they stop and fill those cracks with balm,
with a whole treasure of gifts: attention, love,
care, a solution. So that the wound can heal
without any scars.
By reading about them, I believe you will also
be fully awakened to what you possess. All the
love for humankind. But once you have this book
in your hands, you too are one of them, the
philantropists! Those who truly love children!
The people from MEGJASHI manage to
translate their commitment and responsibility
towards children into concrete steps, which
is what some people try to do their entire life,
but without really putting themselves out
there... Let experience guide us in that. And
let‘s turn the negative into positive. We are all
born optimists and people-lovers, but during life
unfortunately, adults often let go od these traits.
But if each of us discovered and nurturered their
inner power of empathy, it is impossible to tell
how much better the world would become. It
would become too good, and this would lead
to major turning point. To the benefit of all of
us. To remove the bad obstacles on the way to
a bright future. Let‘s get rid of homelessness,
poverty, persecution, and many other forms of
suffering. We instinctively feel pain when we see
a person in such a humiliating condition. We may
fight against it all our lives, without achieving
anything. Unless we have a plan and action.
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This realization often  discourages us, and we
end up doing nothing, while although each and
everyone of us is expected to contribute to the
common good by good examples and deeds. The
solution to problems is not to sit around and
daydream of better days, but to show genuine
interest and more sensitivity to other people‘s
needs. Exactly as MEGJASHI do it.
I am sure you will find all the ideas and
inspiration you need in the good examples and
work done by MEGJASHI. The initiatives that they
exchange with the children are very powerful and
their work is miraculous.
How necessary and important justice is, they
say, is best seen when it is absent. We have all
been in a situation to feel the sharp edge of life
at times. It should teach us to act kinder towards
others, not to forget that life has different faces,
and in that sense, you will be surprised by all the
truths that you will discover by reading this book
about the world of MEGJASHI and what they
have been doing in the past 30 years. All the
details are available at http://childrensembassy.
org.mk/
Therefore, let the story of MEGJASHI circulate
around the world, let‘s perceive this team and its
deeds as a small gift from heaven that should
remind us that if children are not happy, no story
can have happy ending. Let their message touch
people‘s hearts, save the sanity of those in power
who decide on very important things, increase
their goodness, which is actually the most
important energy fuel of the universe. Because
humanity, despite all the wars, destruction
and extermination of people and nations, has
survived and continued to exist thanks to those
good people full of love, understanding and
thanks to their willingness to help others.
We are all deeply intertwined with each other
and no one should feel like a “rose in the middle
of the desert”. Every child is a gem. Our children
are our essence, the essence of the family, of
humanity.
Therefore, it is our universal and noblest
endeavor to arrange the world in the best
interest of their wishes, their peace and their
peaceful future.
Dishonest, deceitful, hypocritical, envious,
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duplicitous, and unapologetically  violent, that’s
what the world of adults can often be like. And,
let me repeat, children are the sole legitimate
heirs of the world. But unfortunately, their rights
seem to be cast aside and trampled by the boot
of the Bad and the Unrighteous.
The rights of the child are a global value and
they never begin and end only in one place and
at one time.
Undoubtedly, your hands will start applauding
on their own when you read what MEGJASHI has
done and how many activities have been directed
towards the development of children‘s rights in
the country and across many meridians. They
are forerunners in their mission, groundbreaking
in their work. The First Children’s Embassy in the
World! Pioneers!
They tirelessly and selflessly achieve their
mission. Ever expanding and broadening their
framework, making it more comprehensive,
richer, more just, always with a new idea and
purpose, a new vision and strength. I tell them
to continue to persevere in this noble field of
activity. MEGJASHI, I wish from the bottom of
my heart that you continue to be everything -
the Universal Beacon of children‘s rights, that
light will one day be their future!
And your pride and joy!
(by the author)
***
We need to bow down...
Yes! We should bow down in front of the chil-
dren and give them the loudest applause be-
cause they are the ones who bear the injustic-
es of the great man on their fragile backs. We
should also applaud MEGJASHI, because they
felt the children‘s pain in the Balkans and tried
to alleviate it and heal it in every possible way.
Moreover, because they created the rules since
there was nothing to read and learn from, which
ways to follow... But they made them as they
went and did this very successfully. They are the
founders of a new rulebook for the treatment of
children. Drivers of change.
The MEGJASHI Children‘s Embassy successful-
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ly tried to  give shelter to the unprotected, peace
of mind to the restless, to help the afflicted and
to put a spark of justice in the hands of the dis-
advantaged, to prevent where possible and to
clear the ground for the children to come.
That is exactly why the First Children’s Embas-
sy in the World MEGJASHI is PRICELESS. And it
cannot be measured only from today to today, its
value is yet to be measured. Their work over the
past three decades was diverse, landscape-orient-
ed (because it touched and processed all the fields
of interest of the children) and filigree-like (be-
cause it imperceptibly and precisely touched even
the miniscule details, all the pains of the children,
brushed off their tears and set new postulates of
rights and rules and a bright future for all of them).
Realistic, instructive, professional and well-inten-
tioned solutions, laws and messages are part of
their overall effect.
The Embassy went through a strong matura-
tion process. But not only that. During these 30
years, we all grew through the work of the Em-
bassy, we learned about things that were previ-
ously not important for our children, or we did
not notice them, we gained new knowledge, new
visions settled in our heads, the previously in-
visible things became visible to us, we went on
quests for new rules, hence the work of MEG-
JASHI is universal, timeless, it cannot be meas-
ured in time and space.
Rules and regulations do not apply equally
everywhere, but ethical standards are universal.
Therefore, what is the message of MEGJASHI to-
day, will be a message forever. What is their mes-
sage here and now will be valid at any point and
at any time.
In those 30 years of dedicated struggle for
children‘s rights, the hard-working people from
the Embassy brought to light all the things in-
visible to the “naked eye”. They gave us a mag-
nifying glass. We were taught how to recognize
danger, how to ease pain where it could not be
prevented, to prevent the dangers that lurk be-
hind the child’s back. MEGJASHI teach us to un-
learn the patterns that led to someone‘s terrible
childhood and to learn new ones, which will light
up the world and the childhood of some new
“kids”... Their role is priceless!
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For them, children  are not only those who
should be spoken to in diminutives. For them,
they are persons of equal value who are worthy
and for whom we must do anything, with time.
They are tireless fighters.
They taught us how not to be indifferent to in-
justice towards children, to everything that (po-
tentially) troubles them, everything that tends
to upset them. They fight against those people
whose actions and habits are bad, who try to
make life difficult and/or bitter for the children,
to cause them unrest.
The World Award “Angel of the Year”, won in
Italy, several years back, speaks volumes about
their international reputation and renown...
However, undoubtedly the biggest compli-
ment is that they are studied in the textbook
for the third grade and in some textbooks for
children from primary and secondary education,
which makes them the first non-governmental
organization to enter a textbook.
Children‘s rights. It seems to me, that this
“subject-matter” is indefinite, it is an unstoppa-
ble task for us adults, because, unfortunately,
despite everything, the level of injustices and
crimes against children is still on the rise today.
With them, whenever an issue is closed, a hun-
dred new ones are always crop up. The fight for
children‘s rights is eternal, because those rights
are only on paper...
***
So the question naturally arises: What should
we give to children? Of course, good quality life,
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clean air, freedom  and all the joys of childhood -
to devote time to them, to tell them about and
prepare them for life, to let them make friends,
to let them develop the talent that they have, to
take them out in nature, to let them play in pud-
dles, to build sand towers by the lake shore, to
feed the animals, not to capture them, to splash
in the rain, to play in the snow... To grow up in
happiness.
To give the right advice. About humanity,
empathy, acceptance of values, of gratitude, of
sharing, of giving, of self-confidence. And to give
help when someone else needs it.
Let them feel and remember the joy of life
and childhood. Let‘s support them even when
they are wrong and help them when they really
suffer. They suffer from wars, from persecutions,
from the madness of adults. This last one, I think,
is the hardest…
***
Dear all,
It is a great author‘s dilemma when writing
about such an extensive and continuous mul-
ti-faceted subject, that several volumes can be
written about, placed in several hundred pages,
and to cover everything in them.
There are just too many activities, from the mo-
ment when Gordana Pirkovska Zmijanac watched
the news on the then most popular Yutel TV, on
June 8, 1991. Worried and devastated by the social
turbulences at the time, she refused to be a silent
witness to the injustices, just before the breakup
of the former Yugoslavia. Enthusiastic about the
idea of establishing a children‘s embassy, the very
next day she gets in touch with Mr. Dusko Tomic,
with whom the negotiations for the opening of a
new organization in Macedonia beging and contin-
ue during the next 10 months. Unfortunately, the
following year, due to the start of the war in BiH, a
dramatic appeal destroyed all the plans and thou-
sands of children‘s hearts became victims of war
madness.
All those, uncompromisingly and sacrificially
led activities establish the reputation of MEG-
JASHI and deepen their importance and mission,
which mainly consists of several stages and sev-
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eral chapters:
- providing  support and reception of refugees
in military conditions;
- locating injustices;
- detection of the barriers in the way;
- pointing out, acting, setting rules and pos-
ing new demands for justice;
- educating, upgrading and paving brighter
paths for the new generations, along the paths
of peace education.
Then the struggle to eradicate child poverty,
homelessness, lack of documents, violence, sex-
ual harassment and assault, incest, neglect... are
part of what they have been fighting for three
decades, all with the aim of reaching justice, a
more humane world, peace and nonviolence.
Precisely because of this, this book cannot
be like any other “usual” monograph, where only
the most important events and dates are listed
in order and chronologically. This is perhaps the
most peculiar book, because here the chronol-
ogy and statistics, although they are significant
and important, are presented in the background,
after the core information and content, which
is multi-layered, both vertically and horizontally.
It was a great duty to be entrusted in compling
it all together, in the most descriptive way, with
the most casual approach and with very little
pathos and sadness so as not to make us shed
tears with every line we read as we sail on the
stormy sea of childhood injustices. I believe that
together with the team we succeeded in that!
(Valentina)
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INTERVIEW
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DRAGI
ZMIJANAC
President and Founder
of  the First Children’s Embassy MEGJASHI
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“IT IS A  CHALLENGE TO BE THE LEADER
OF THIS GREAT GLOBAL MOVEMENT!”
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B
eing a pillar  and the head of the First Chil-
dren’s Embassy in the World MEGJASHI is a
feelingandexperiencethatonlyyouafamiliar
with. There were no working conditions, you were
the one who created them over all these past years
completely oriented towards children, you were
alone against the established rules and patterns of
behavior, prejudices, discriminations, institutions,
loopholes in the law, and above all the mentality of
the environment that we live in, as a transitioning
society. MEGJASHI is grounded by the milestones
of your struggle for children‘s rights, you leave val-
ues behind you, and traces. What motivated you to
embark on this great struggle, maybe the fact that
you are a parent yourself?
- In the beginning, we were the three pillars -
Gorde, Kole and I, and as time passed, more pillars
were built into this global children‘s movement
called the First Children’s Embassy in the World
MEGJASHI, which represents children and has been
fighting for a fairer world for children for 30 years.
Since you already asked me about the feeling and
experience that I have experienced throughout all
these 30 years, the one thing that I can emphasize
is that you cannot build something significant and
motivating only if you want it, if you are dedicat-
ed and believe in what you are doing. It takes per-
sistence and courage in order to see the outlines
of the structure, from the very beginning and in
the first few years. Now when I look back, I have to
admit to myself that everything has to be earned,
through work, belief, perseverance and honesty.
When you strongly want something and believe in
what you are doing, the Universe has your back.
Change does not happen overnight. You need to
stand strong, be mobile, resilient to attacks and
blows and come out stronger after every battle.
Defending and fighting for a fairer world for chil-
dren is not only difficult, but also inspiring. I saw
this challenge as an opportunity to be a driver and
leader in this great worldwide movement called the
First Children’s Embassy in the World. Recogniza-
ble and recognized all over the world. It is the pillar
of success. Everything else builds upon it, comple-
ments it, changes it and pushes it forward. We are
here and exist because we are needed. I often joke
when I say that if this embassy, the first one in the
world, whose heart is in Macedonia, did not exist,
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it would have  to be invented. And, since it exists
and continuously proves itself, creates, creates, it
should be selflessly supported and helped. In one
of UNICEF‘s manuals, the author, Ms. Sue Gilbert
wrote: “Macedonia is famous for children’s rights,
because that’s where the First Children’s Embassy
in the World, MEGJASHI, was formed”.
The conditions when we started working to
help and support children affected by the war in
former Yugoslavia were tense, the war had started.
Gordana Pirkovska Zmijanac, Initiator and Found-
er of the First Children’s Embassy in the World
MEGJASHI, appealed for the care of children af-
fected by the war. At her strong insistence, the
editor Ljubisha Nikolovski allowed her to make
an appeal for solidarity, for help and care for the
children affected by the war, on the prime news
block of the Macedonian national television. The
appeal reached Macedonian citizens. And that‘s
how it all started. It was on April 12, 1992. While
Gordana was on MTV, I was at home, I recorded
her appeal, the phone rang continuously, I regis-
tered all the calls and requests from citizens to
take a child under their in their homes. It was real
solidarity and humanity in action. That‘s how we
started, as an informal citizen initiative. Due to
the fact that we agitated and mobilized all state
institutions and demanded the opening of chil-
dren‘s resorts, hotels, etc., we realized that we had
to get formalized as an organization. On April 29,
we had the Founding Assembly in the “Karposh”
Youth Home (Pionerski dom), and we got officially
registered as a civil soviety organization at in the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, back then, on May 25,
1992. Otherwise, I draw the main motive, inspira-
tion and incentive in this struggle from my child-
hood. I grew up in conditions of social and educa-
tional injustice and neglect. I grew up in a family
with a single mother. I grew up in a dysfunctional
family. The conditions were hrash. Not to mention
bordering on poverty and social injustice. But for
me as a person it posed a major challenge - to ei-
ther become strong or to break down. I chose the
fight for justice and it has been my guide all these
years in my life. It is my life energy, mission and
vision. I know that I was not born by accident and
I have a task to do something. At least to change
and improve things a little. Injustice affects me.
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And that‘s why  I‘m often rebellious, I speak loud-
ly about it and I‘m not afraid to raise my voice.
My voice is the echo of millions of children. That‘s
how I bring myself up and enter from one battle to
another. I know it‘s difficult, painful, uncertain, but
I‘m waiting, I‘m patient and I‘m watching even the
smallest changes as a big step forward towards a
fairer world for children.
It is subtle job to deal with children‘s rights,
first of all you need be familiar with all the laws,
as well as the mechanisms of their functioning
in reality. At the same time, it is not easy at all,
because we live in conditions in which society, in-
stead of facilitating, gives resistance against the
citizens and their needs, many rights are violated,
and many crimes against children are concealed
in a well-organized manner. Did all that resistance
scare you, this entire situation around you that
created pressure, did it discourage you at times?
- Sometimes I feel that our work stagnates.
That‘s the initial impression. There is an improve-
ment in the defense of children‘s rights, but the
state institutions sometimes seem to shift the
responsibility between each other. They are not
sufficiently efficient and mobile, they do not im-
plement violence prevention in time, they only
impose sanctions when there is a case of incest
or death, which is a belated measure. The level
of abuse of children in Macedonia is constantly
increasing, and this is due to the aggressiveness,
loneliness and alienation of children, they are in-
creasingly left to fend for themselves. First of all,
the most important thing is that we broke the si-
lence surrounding children‘s suffering, we spoke
publicly about all the problems that children in
Macedonia face, which were previously shameful
and scary to talk about, we encouraged children to
talk about violence, to recognize us as protectors
of children‘s rights, as their advocates. Of course,
we have instruments, indicators, how to reach in-
formation about the problems that children en-
counter. In 1993, we opened the SOS Telephone
Line for Children and Youth, now known as “Alo
Bushavko” 070 390 632. This Helpline for children
has been operating for 29 years, so far over 21,000
children, parents, guardians, relatives have con-
tacted it to report child abuse, violence, violation
of children‘s rights. We use our mechanisms to re-
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sist and often  with the help of the media we exert
pressure, sometimes we can be even louder than
what is expected of us, to push the state institu-
tions into working with maximum functionality
and efficiency, in defense of children‘s rights. To
respect the best interest of the child. The motto
of the Children’s Embassy MEGJASHI is that “All
the ideals in the world are less important than the
tears of a child”.
It has been proven that in order to improve
a child‘s right or at least to initiatite a change,
unfortunately, one has to see or experience the
worst example or incident. After all, we can‘t do
anything about those sad and devastating facts or
terrible statistics, but we can build a fairer world
for children on their foundations and on the basis
of lessons learned.
- In the fight for a fairer world for children, we up-
turned many taboos, stereotypes, opened up and
initiated the solution to many problems affecting
children, prioritized the importance of respecting
children‘s personality and their best interests. We
broke the silence about the children suffering from
sexual abuse, from physical violence, from the prob-
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lems they have  when their parents’ divorce, from the
sadness due to the secrecy of adopted children not
having access to their biological parents, from the
everyday problems that children encounter, from
bullying, from the fact that there are still children
without a birth certificate, children whose labor is
abused, children who are not included in primary
education or are prevented from completing their
education. But what worries me the most in recent
years is air pollution and the carcinogenic particles
that children breathe. Air pollution is one of the
leading causes of death in children because that
air permanently crosses the blood-brain barrier and
permanently damages a child‘s developing brain.
Due to the negligence and absence of measures
against the extremely polluted air in Macedonia,
the most basic right of the children is violated and
threatened - the right to life according to Article 6
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which
was ratified by the Republic of Macedonia in 1993.
You were a scanner and with your work you
brought to light the fact that, in fact, children are
not deviant towards society, but that society is
completely upside down towards them. That what
they do is, in fact, only a response to the irrespon-
sible behavior of adults and that all of us together
bear responsibility.
- Society and state institutions are often devi-
ant towards children. Instead of being their support
and help, they often act against their needs and in-
terests. Very often when they do not act properly or
act wrongly, the state does not have a mechanism
to sanction those who are responsible, but rather
protects them. And so the problems only deepen,
and the state and institutions become complicit in
the dysfunctionality of the system. There are many
examples in practice. The alienation between the
child and the parent is a deviation that adults and
society are responsible for, and such direct and ir-
responsible behavior affects the proper growth and
development of the child. It is difficult for parents
from dysfunctional and broken former marital rela-
tions after leaving the marital union to be partici-
pants in functional and responsible parenting. Joint
and responsible parenting even after divorce should
be focused on what is most important, which is the
best interest of the child. The child should not feel
guilty about the divorce and should live a normal
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life, receiving attention  from both parents equal-
ly, because the termination of the marital union
puts an end to the marriage, but not to the pro-
cess of parenting. The mother and the father are
equally important and significant for the correct
growth and development of the child and under no
cirscumstances should a child be put in a situation
to choose between them. Divorce is the end of mar-
riage, not the end of parening, the child needs love
from both parents during the process of growing
into a healthy individual to avoid deviant phenome-
na in adolescence. The child is not to blame for the
divorce and must not feel any remorse. The child
should not feel guilty about the divorce and should
live a normal life, receiving attention from both
parents equally, because the divorce of the marital
union is the termination of the marriage, but not
the termination of parentage. The mother and the
father are equally important and significant for the
correct growth and development of the child and
it should not be put in a situation to choose under
any circumstances. Divorce is the end of marriage,
not the end of parenthood, the child needs love
from both parents during the process of growing
into a healthy individual to avoid deviant phenome-
na in adolescence. The child is not to blame for the
divorce and must not feel any remorse.
Society really swallows up children‘s rights.
The youngest seem to be the most discriminated
against and have no way to defend themselves
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from the adults,  unless another adult helps
them. Young people need to know that there is a
solution to their problem, even though it seems
like the whole world has collapsed on them. You
indicated this through numerous engagements
and campaigns. What would you single out in
particular?
- We live in a completely divided society along
ethnic, social, educational and any other lines. We
live with rude and aggressive, violent behaviors to-
wards those different from ourselves. We live in a
segregated society in which students from differ-
ent ethnic communities study in different schools.
Although we each speak our own language, we
rarely understand each other when it comes to
building trust, shared values and life. That‘s why we
decided to launch the campaign “Foster Peace”,
to stir things up and be part of the change, acting
both individually and as a civil organization, and
on a collective level. At the same time, let‘s ask the
state to be more mobile in terms of what we ask
of it, to nurture, build and promote values such
as empathy, solidarity, responsibility, dialogue and
non-violence.
Generally, it is a great injustice - with their ex-
istence, children paint the world with the warm-
est and most cheerful colors, and the world often
shamelessly paints their childhood in the darkest,
gray, sad colors, in the color of tears. We all need
to change our attitude towards children and we
must educate them about their rights. You have
done a lot in this direction. What is most valuable
in all of this?
- One of the most difficult traumas that can
happen to a child is sexual abuse. And this trau-
ma is shrouded in silence for many years. But we
raised our voices and spoke clearly and loudly
about these traumas suffered by the children and
sought solutions. Both preventive and punitive.
The strong advocacy, support and lobbying of the
First Children’s Embassy MEGJASHI for stricter
sanctions against sex offenders, incest perpe-
trators, pedophiles, especially towards children
under the age of 14, bore fruit, three out of our
four recommendations were accepted and I think
that in this way there is an opportunity to put
this pathological phenomenon under control, es-
pecially when it comes to recidivism. What we ad-
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vocated for was  accepted, drug therapy or chem-
ical castration, a minimum of 15 years in prison,
but they did not accept the wearing of electronic
bracelets after the pedophile leaves the prison
institution. We believe that chemical castration
should be mandatory as a measure, especially for
recidivists and that it should be established im-
mediately after leaving the prison institution and
the pedophile will thus be helped not to repeat
the crime, because the Children‘s Embassy advo-
cates for lifetime in prison for every repeated of-
fender. This is not corporal punishment, because
it affects the psyche, i.e. the mental disorder that
the pedophile has because he is not able to con-
trol his drive and libido, and in this way we believe
that we are helping the pedophile, as well as the
children, not to commit these crimes again.
All of the people in the Embassy have ex-
perience in all directions, profound, extensive,
long-lasting, and each of you can write a thick
book of experiences. Can you recall which was
the most difficult moment for you in all these 30
years, and which was the brightest and the great-
est source of pride?
-”The girl fell on the rolling pin and lost her vir-
ginity”, this is how the case of the then nine-year-
old girl, who was raped by her mother‘s friend,
ended somehow. Case closed! In cases of sexual
offenses, the procedure for determining the ori-
gin of the injuries cannot be performed by a gy-
necologist, but exclusively by a forensic medicine
expert. But back then no one reported the case to
forensic medicine, where if there had been a case
of rape, it would have been discovered due to the
specificities of the injuries. It is interesting to note
that the two injuries that the gynecologist found
could not have been caused by one fall, or even
by any rolling pin, but were done on at least two
occasions. So, the case was closed, there were nei-
ther suspects nor was anyone accused. Macedo-
nia will remain the only country in the world where
“virginity is lost by falling on a rolling pin!”
Then, we helped thousands of children affect-
ed by the war in the former Yugoslavia, respond-
ed to the challenges of rescuing and evacuating
children from Bosnia and Herzegovina and taking
them into care in Macedonia. We responded to the
Kosovo crisis and worked with the children in the
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camps in Radusha,  Bojane, Chegrane, Stenkovec 1
and 2 in the period between 1999 and 2000. Dur-
ing the conflict in Macedonia in 2001 we opened a
Shelter for Internally Displaced Persons and took
care of 16 people, they were taken care of at the
Children‘s Embassy MEGJASHI during a period of
five years. Three babies were born here - Alexan-
der, Marija and Nikola. We responded to the mi-
grant crisis. We had a rapid response humanitarian
action to help the children from the flood in Skop-
je, the children who fled from Syria and were taken
care of in Turkey. We also adequately responded
with humanitarian aid during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, by distributing aid to the competent insti-
tutions and providing them with overall protective
equipment, gloves and masks…
You moved a world from inside to outside, from
invisible to visible, you instigated changes. Going
back through the timeline, you can see how quix-
otic your work was, but then you add things up
at the end, when it all comes together, you man-
age to see the scope of work and the conclusion
that nothing was in vain. That MEGJASHI became
a “moral” home for any child, barefoot, hungry
and starving, but also for those who have a roof
over their heads and dream of higher goals...
That MEGJASHI became a school for transforma-
tion towards democracy and children‘s rights and
managed to impose many positive changes. Was
it worth it?
- The state is more focused on the legal amend-
ments and what the legal norms stipulate, and
less or in some parts it is not mentioned at all
how those legal provisions are applied in practice.
There is no established system of monitoring how
the laws are implemented, nor is there any infor-
mation that an adequate analysis has been made
as to what funds are needed for the implementa-
tion of the laws. The omission in the protection of
children‘s rights usually occurs during the imple-
mentation of laws, and in certain cases it happens
due to legislative gaps and inadequate regulation
of certain issues. For example, there are laws where
it is stipulated that the child has a certain right,
but it does not specify how the child can exercise
that right, through which procedure, before which
authority and in accordance with which law. Such
legal solutions are unenforceable in practice and
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instead of promoting  children‘s rights, they repre-
sent an additional obstacle. But yes! It was worth
it. The Children‘s Embassy has not only become
a school for transformation towards democracy
and children‘s rights, but also strengthens and
encourages children‘s activism and participation.
Namely, Macedonia is one of the few countries in
the world that has managed, for the second time,
to prepare an Alternative Report on the situation
with children‘s rights in Macedonia - from the chil-
dren‘s perspective. To submit, present and defend
it in front of the members of the Committee on
the Rights of the Child at the UN. Children state
that they are victims of various forms of violence,
among which bullying is the most common, and
emphasize that schools should do much more to
educate children to prevent this type of violence.
They point to the problems in education, which are
numerous, including the poor quality of teaching,
insufficient care for hygiene, inadequate condi-
tions for children with disabilities and insufficient
care for children‘s mental health. However, they
believe that polluted air, especially in winter days,
as well as illegal landfills, factories near populat-
ed areas are part of the environmental problems
that children face, and they believe that there is
neither sufficient awareness nor sufficient care on
the part of the government. Not to mention any li-
ability and criminal prosecution. They listed many
other problems that children face. We expect the
specific recommendations from the Committee
on Children‘s Rights to arrive soon. But, also spe-
cifically their implementation and realization by
the Macedonian state. Our engagement will still
be necessary here, because in every report so far
there were numerous problems that children were
facing, that have been noted down in the reports
sent to the Committee, and are repeated.
The hard-working team of the Embassy, very
gently and carefully, with filigree-like precisions,
weaved a network of children‘s rights. And, with
your relentless persistence, you made people to
increasingly realize that children‘s rights are not
one or two and that there is no right dosage for
fulfillment of children‘s rights, they need to be ex-
ercised down to the last percent. And no matter
what is settled, new rights always arise that the
heirs of the world deserve. According to you per-
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sonally, what is  the first most inviolable and su-
preme right of every single child, wherever he/she
may be on this Planet?
- The right to a healthy environment. The right
to life. The population most affected by air pol-
lution is children. Air pollution has a harmful ef-
fect on children‘s health. The negative effects of
air pollution on children begin even before they
are born. The polluted air that pregnant women
breathe can lead to damage to the fetus and its
development. Polluted air also leads to reduced
body weight at birth, premature births, various
anomalies in newborn children whose mothers
were exposed to polluted air during pregnancy.
Children who breathe polluted air have an in-
creased number of upper and lower respiratory
tract infections. As a result of frequent infections
of the respiratory organs, permanent damage to
the lungs and chronic diseases that last a life-
time can occur, such as asthma, allergies, chron-
ic bronchitis. As a result of polluted air, there is
also a disturbance in the development of the
central nervous system in children, a change in
the immune system, and the occurence of malig-
nant diseases. Air pollution directly affects chil-
dren and their right to life. Namely, according to
data from the World Health Organization, more
than one in every four deaths of children under
the age of five is directly or indirectly related to
exposure of children to air pollution. Children
are particularly vulnerable to the harmful effects
of air pollution. Children inhale a larger amount
of air, and thus a larger amount of harmful sub-
stances.
What other message would you like to send?
- In the upcoming period, we plan to focus on
achieving the following long-term goals of the or-
ganization, such as respecting and understanding
the rights of children and children‘s personality;
promoting and advancing the culture of peace
and non-violence among children from an early
age, mobilizing, updating and undertaking initia-
tives and actions for the benefit of children; joint
and responsible parenting even after divorce,
children having the right to find out who their
biological parents are, the right to a healthy en-
vironment and clean air, and the struggle to mo-
bilize and build functional institutions that act in
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	41. “I AM PROUD  TO HAVE CONTRIBUTED,
EVEN A LITTLE, TO THIS HUGELY
SUCCESSFUL STORY!”
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the best interest  of children.
Y
our story about little Ana, which is also part
of this book, written in the early nineties, is a
chilling story, there is nothing fictitious about
it, not a single word, not a single comma, not a single
exclamation mark and with which, I think, the work
of the First Children’s Embassy in the World begins.
From then until now, you have been one of the first
supporters and constant ambassadors, which is a
long-standing, extensive engagement and, above all,
great volunteering work that we must take our hats
off for. We can assume that this incident motivated
you and brought you into the world of fighting for
unburdened childhood?
- I spent a large part of my professional life in Sa-
rajevo and I worked on several films there, and I also
worked on several plays in the Youth Theater where
Ana‘s father was one of the actors with whom we we
got along quite well on several lines, among other
things we were both mushroom pickers and moun-
taineers, so I was very emotionally attached to Sara-
jevo and to Bosnia and Herzegovina in general. And
when the war broke out, followed by the siege of Sa-
rajevo and the destruction of the people took place,
it really affected me a lot, so when Dragi and Gorde
called me to participate in their incredible work, at
least in those first years when everything was on a
volunteer basis, I was really glad I wholeheartedly ac-
cepted to be in that position.
As a well-known and established director, you de-
cided to influence not only with moral support, but
also with very concrete support. What are your mem-
ories of the most intense period of volunteering?
- In the first years, when the first refugees from
Bosnia and Herzegovina started to arrive, we were
very involved and saved many people and human des-
tinies, by taking care to accommodate the refugees,
to provide them with food. A large convoy of three
huge planes arrived from Spain, with medications
and various necessities for the refugees. Meanwhile,
we sent about 500 - 600 people from here, most likely
to better living conditions in Spain. It was really an
incredible success, three huge airplanes from the
Spanish airline Iberia did all that for free, the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Macedonia ensured that
the planes landed at the airport for free. It was a re-
ally big undertaking. And, in an action at the Bunec
Children‘s Resort in Mavrovo, the mayor of a city in
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France, Vaux-en-Wallin, personally  came several times
with his people. they brought school supplies to that
children‘s resort, where there were mothers with chil-
dren and a teacher who was teaching them. Among
other things, I asked the mayor for a school bus that
will be used for teaching in nature. They brought a
very nice bus for 60 children, fully equipped, with two
TVsandavideoforthechildrentowatch,fromFrance
as a gift. Then, it was my initiative to professionalize
the Embassy, because such an organization, which
at that time meant a lot in these areas, cannot be
run exclusively on a volunteer basis. Also, during the
period when Ljubomir Frchkovski was the Minister of
the Interior, we managed to get more than a hundred
diplomatic passports, which we distributed to various
important people from Europe and the world to rep-
resent us everywhere and open some opportunities
to us. Then, later on, after the military confict had
ended, those major humanitarian actions no longer
made sense, and the organization started advocating
for children’s rights and it may be the only NGO that
has advocated for children’s rights in continuity for
such a long time.
Among other things, the Embassy has its own
symbol - Bushavko, that child really exists and is not
a fictional mascot.
- I don‘t know how that child arrived to Macedonia
from Brchko, because he had learned that his mother
was here. He came to us at the Embassy and we man-
aged to find his mother and reunite them.
Changing public awareness is the first step to-
wards achieving a goal, and public figures can do
that with their work. Did you appeal to your other
colleagues to get involved, to lend a helping hand
where needed?
- Well, among other things, I invited Blagoja Chor-
evski-Chore, who is really incredibly active as a volun-
teer. Even though he was the director of the Drama
Theater, back in the nineties, he took it upon himself
to be with them and completed many things. And
for the first anniversary of the Children‘s Embassy,
we made a very nice play for children, it was called
“Clowns”, in which Vladimir Angelovski Dadi (the in-
terviewee’s brother, an actor) and Dragan Spasov-Dac
worked as volunteers, without any compensation. It
was not in the program of the Drama Theater, but we
added it to the repertoire.
In the seventies, you were the first to create the
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children‘s play “Shakespeare  in Stories”, then with
your play “The Monsters from Our City” the Theater
for Children and Youth officially started its work, you
were also the programmer at the Children‘s Festival
in Shibenik... Although you were completely devot-
ed to children, did the work at the Embassy deepen
those feelings for you, which for you are obviously
also a self-initiated obligation, since they have been
prevalent in your directorial work for quite a long
time?
- My life as a director began with a series of chil-
dren‘s plays in the Drama Theater, later I made some
truly extraordinary children‘s plays, which at that time
toured the entire Yugoslavia, and this sentence might
be a cliché, but truly “children are the most sincere
audience”. Working on a show for children is a great
pleasure, because the feedback that the children give
you as viewers, as sincere recipients of what you give
them, is an indescribable pleasure and it is something
that is rarely experienced with an adult audience. So,
it‘s really nice to work for children.
Dramas have always touched the soul of humans,
and have shaped the consciousness of people, some-
thing that could touch the soul throughout the ages
still touches it today. The dramas deals with values
and MEGJASHI also deal with values, however, also
with a concrete struggle...
- I would divide my work in MEGJASHI into two
periods - the first period when it was voluntary and
when we were all somehow affected by that war that
was happening in Yugoslavia, pouring all our hard
work and strength into it, trying to help people, chil-
dren. The second period is the professional work of
this non-governmental organization, which is called
the First Children’s Embassy in the World MEGJASHI,
where the people working there became profession-
als and when there was already a team that profes-
sionally dealt with the problems of the children in
our country in Macedonia and where I, shall we say,
stepped aside a little. They were so skillful, so well
organized, that they work flawlessly. Of course, there
are people out there who still work as volunteers, but
there is a group who work full-time, and sometimes
even overtime, depending on the situation. Not only
in Macedonia, but also more broadly, I don‘t believe
that there is another organization that cares for chil-
dren the same way as MEGJASHI do. What they do is
really flawless, and at full throttle. They always have
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problems with finances,  but they know how to make
programs to get some financial support and survive.
Here, for 30 years, MEGJASHI has existed with a single
cause - children‘s rights! Not only are they one of the
few non-governmental organizations that advocates
for children, but they are always ranked hightest when
it comes to trust among the population, among the
citizens.
Even though myself, and all of us, have been chil-
dren, to this day I still haven‘t found an answer to my
eternal question - why do children show their joy un-
compromisingly, but never show their sadness, they
know how to hide it so deeply inside themselves, and
I just wonder how they manage to act so well, that
most of the time we can‘t find out what exactly is
bothering them.
- (Laughing) To tell you honestly, I myself don‘t
know why it is like that, but I know that when I made
plays for children, I knew exactly how to attract chil-
dren to love that play. Of course, I have never made a
play in which there is violence, no matter how trendy
and fashionable such plays were, I really wanted to tell
fairy tales to children. Because, nowadays, children
are non-stop on mobile phones and on those phones
they can see many things, unpleasant and pleasant
and beautiful and ugly. However, when I made my chil-
dren‘s plays, I always tried to give them a fairy tale, be-
cause in our families we no longer have grandmothers
who would sit down with the grandchildren and tell
them stories. Children bonded through them.
There is a lack of dramas that describe the suffer-
ing of children that we don‘t see, children who are
victims, neglected, those who are left like pigeons to
fend for themselves in the world.
- It‘s a general problem on our televisions, still the
best shows for children are still “Bushava azbuka” and
the ones that I made “Monsters From Our Town”,
“Clowns”, show that no matter how much time pass-
es, will still be classics. It‘s good that the Macedoni-
an Television started with the production of “Dajte
muzika” (Give us Music) again, it‘s a very beautiful,
very positive, very quirky show, but it‘s a shame that
there are so many televisions in Macedonia and none
of the owners and directors showed any ambition to
any other shows. Earlier in the Macedonian Television
there was a special Editorial Office for children‘s pro-
grams, then there was an Editorial Office for school
programs, now there is literally nothing of that. As if
 


	46. 46
children do not  exist, they either import children‘s
shows, or play the ones that we recorded 30, 40, 50
years ago. When I think of all the former editors and
heads of those children‘s editorial offices, top per-
sonalities, top writers, Olivera Nikolova, Vasil Pujovski,
they were the editors of those shows and then when
you have that kind of people backing you, they strate-
gize “this year we will record a show like this which will
be positive, then another one that will deal with the
problem of...” Now that is gone, politicians and news
are the most important things now.
A child - a message! A child can paint the entire
picture of the century that he/she which lives in. A
child can also be a global message. We all know the
story of the little orphan Oliver Twist... A single char-
acter paints the picture, the broad picture. That‘s
your story about Ana, it‘s rooted in the war, but it‘s
also a story whose truth continues to hurt, even
though things have now changed. Have you ever felt
the drive from within to turn it into a drama, for the
theater stage?
- That is very difficult. Isn‘t there a novel “The Diary
of Anne Frank”, in fact, a diary, which is world-famous
and which talks exactly about the suffering of a girl
during the Second World War, when she hides in the
attic for years, in the end they are still caught and
sent to a camp where they end tragically. Surely to-
day there are many such stories, especially with the
wars in Syria, in Lebanon, in Iran, Iraq where millions of
children die, millions of children are displaced, where
millions of children have lost their childhood, where
they do not know what joy is, where they are faced
with Kalashnikovs, and that’s a huge problem, it‘s un-
fortunate. Children are perhaps the biggest victims of
the powerful countries, of the very powerful people
that, for profit, or personal interests, destroy entire
generations of children, destroy their childhood.
Over these thirty years, what has been the biggest
challenge and beauty of working with MJEGASHI?
- In the beginning, it was the emotional connec-
tion that was predominant, not only mine, but of all
the people who participated in the creation of that
organization, the emotional connection first with the
country of Yugoslavia, and secondly with the fate of
those people who suffered. Innocent people suffer,
because of various interests, political, geopolitical,
geostrategic, where so many people died, so many
children died... That emotional connection with peo-
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ple with whom  we were otherwise friends, comrades,
lived together, is always very strong, such connections
give you motivation and desire to participate and
help as much as you can. And that was the main mo-
tive that drove us to action, together with Gordana
and Dragi. There were many other people who par-
ticipated in the work, in the relief, people worked for
24 hours. Another thing I‘m proud of is that, thanks
to them above all, is that we have become an or-
ganization that is independent of any government.
It is certain that all governments so far have provid-
ed some sort of financial support, but we have nev-
er tied ourselves to politics, to any particular party,
but we have always tried to be objective and fight for
what the Children‘s Embassy stands and was founded
for, which is: children‘s rights to be represented in the
everyday life in Macedonia!
Do you feel particularly proud of having done
something of higher value?
- Sure, sure... I can‘t say that I‘m the one who de-
serves the most, but I have had my own share in the
wide array of all the things that MEGJASHI has done,
in general, for our country and for the children in the
world, and for children of the war, I am proud that
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	49. “I FEEL SO  PROUD, WHEN I VISIT MEGJASHI,
I FEEL AS IF I’M WALKING ON SUNSHINE”
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there is a  little bit of my contribution to it.
30
years of continuous protection of chil-
dren‘s rights. From the moment you
became a member, and then an Ambas-
sador of MEGJASHI, did you believe that this is an
idea beyond all ideas, to be part of an organiza-
tion that has the most precious, most important
beings under its protection? Something that must
last and must not and cannot be interrupted.
- Absolutely. It is also an honor for me to be a
member of that non-governmental organization, it
is also a pride for me that I can in a certain way,
the way I love those children, help them, not di-
rectly, but indirectly. For direct help we have SOS
telephones, and we indirectly help children by
constantly pointing out how much we should love
those children and how much we should respect
children, because we think if they are 5, 6 years
old, they are small... No , they grow up much faster
than us grown-ups.
How did you get involved with this “family”?
- Through Kole Angelovski, during a conversa-
tion he said to me - “Come on”, and I immediately
accepted the fact that especially Dragi, especially
Gordana, are enthusiasts with a wonderful love for
their own children and for all children. You cannot
be with children if you are not a “child-person” at
heart.
Which part of your work with MEGJASHI made
you hold your head up high?
- Something I am especially proud of is an inci-
dent when in the nineties when we went to Athens,
the capital of Greece, with the play “Oedipus”, we,
as actors and the ballet, with Zoya Buzalkovska.
And we had an unpleasant experience at the bor-
der, where they held us up. I had an ambassador‘s
passport from MEGJASHI, I showed it to them and
said: “It‘s a shame to keep us, we are your guests,
you invited us.” They held us up because it said
Macedonia, but I also took out the poster that
was in circulation in Greece, where it was written:
Performance by the Republic of Macedonia. And
believe me, they let us go. But we decided to go
back. Ljupco Petrushevski, the theater director
and I signed statements at the border. But when
we returned to our border, the Greek border guard
came and our border guard from Gevgelija told us:
“Someone ‚big‘ came and told me to let you go.”
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Then, again, we  did not want to return. “Please, he
said, please!” A man has come with a car we have
never seen before, especially for you.‘‘ One of the
things that helped 80 percent is the passport of
MEGJASHI, a world-famous brand. It is one of the
greatest privileges I have ever had.
But children are a passport in themselves.
- They should be, but in this kind of world, they
hardly are.
What do you wish for this organization to
achieve as part of its future success?
- Let it continue like this. The mission is that,
everyday, every minute, every second. MEGJASHI
must not disappear. We get almost no support
from the government in terms of funds, almost
nothing, on the contrary we are attacked much
more than we should be. Instead of making the
country proud, we are a burden to them. We do all
the work on a volunteer basis, it‘s out of enthusi-
asm. Once upon a time they wanted to stop our
SOS line unless we were able to pay. Then they de-
cided to give us the line for free. It is one of the
few smart things that the mobile operator and the
government have done.
The fight for children‘s rights is never-ending,
no matter how hard you work, something will al-
ways come out that needs to be accomplished.
- You are right!
Who basically understands human rights better
- children or adults?
- Children. Because they are pure, because they
are innocent. As we grow up, we think we know
many things. On the contrary. I am always a child
in my profession. I transfer the child‘s faith to the
stage. Maybe that‘s why I‘m good. Because as we
age, we lose the faith we had in games and play.
The ability to imagine. To imagine you are a doc-
tor. How did we pretend to be doctors as children
so easily? We played an aviator, we played a train
driver, in Resen or in Bitola, anywhere... We played
with marbles. So, that purity of the child is very
miraculous. There is no formula there, there is sin-
cerity, as long as MEGJASHI continues to foster
this spirit, everything will be in harmony and con-
tinuation.
Where do people lost their sense of justice
when they grow up?
- It is lost because they become mean, they,
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more or less,  become mean. Remember when, as
children, they would give us a piece of bread sprin-
kled with pepper, and if they put some lard on
it, hey, you were on the top of the world (or your
neighborhood). No one got angry, nor did we have
diseases like now, or anything. Now they tell me:
polluted air, polluted from this, or that, but what
did we use back then for heating?It was coal and
wood and we were still healthy.
They will say about actors that they nourish
forever their inner child. But you say that children
are better actors than professional ones?
- That‘s right. Children have great faith, and we
have rehearsals - professional, mental, psycholog-
ical. We do everything from the initial stage until
we reach the stage of play we have a director, we
have colleagues, we practice... There is no such
thing in children‘s play, everything comes naturally,
you believe that you are invincible in hide and seek,
you believe that you are someone else when you
play Baba Yaga, without any preparation...
There is a lot to be said about children…
Now, go ahead, maestro, with your closing
statement.
- I feel proud, I feel as if I’m walking on sunshine.
Especially when children come, when we have con-
versations together, on a given topic, oh that in-
nocence of theirs. When they feel joy, they rejoice,
when they feel sad, they cry with their heart and
soul. When they feel hungry - they eat. We adults
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eat even when  we don‘t feel like eating...
T
he most important thing for children is to
give them a hand when they need it, when
something bothers them or something bad
happens to them. You did it by participating in
MEGJASHI, in the time of deepest crisis and mil-
itary conflicts. A long-term engagement of a star,
which pleasantly surprises us all.
- Basically, if I divide my career into two parts, in
socialism and then during the period of the tran-
sition, I can say that in those two parts, I still had
those open-minded views, that I needed to go wher-
ever I was invited and I always found a good motive
to give a part of myself, a part of my personality,
a part of my time, and sometimes even a part of
my money. So, previously, my colleagues and I of-
ten worked with well-known humanitarian organi-
zations such as the Red Cross (at the national lev-
el), the Red Cross of the City of Skopje and some
others throughout the Republic. It was good for me
that I adopted the method of working institution-
ally, exclusively with registered organizations. Oth-
erwise, individual organizing does not go well any-
where, except, let‘s say, with some global celebrities
and their big foundations. And the reason was that
big companies didn‘t give enough, because their
donations were subject to taxation all along. They
were exempted from VAT only when they donated
to sport representations, outside of Macedonia, for
Balkan and European championships. And when we
performed in humanitarian activities as organizers -
individuals, we rejoiced when we were able to raise
anything in kind, mostly diapers, medicines, food,
because it was very difficult to raise money. But
it was also justified, because lists were made and
everything was distributed to those so-called pro-
teges. In my childhood, I happened to be a protégé
of the Home for Orphans in Zagreb, and that‘s why I
always went above and beyond to meet their needs.
How did you happen to be a protégé in Zagreb?
- It’s not that I didn‘t have parents, but they
were divorced, so they couldn‘t look after me. My
mother returned to Skopje in 1952, and my father
stayed in Croatia for his job, and the court gave
him custody over me when I was two years old.
And then he sent me to an orphanage in Zagreb,
a home that Mother Teresa also visited. Later on,
when the museum opened, and I got hold of some
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monographs, I read  that I had really been there.
And at home I have a postcard from the sisters,
which in response to my mother asking about me,
answer her in Croatian: “Your son Dragan is no
longer with us, the Ministry of Health of Croatia
gave him up for adoption to a family.” My mother‘s
father, who had worked in a court, read that and
shouted: “What is this, is there any law here”? Well-
known judges and lawyers of ours explained to him
that according to federal law the mother must be
asked, even though the court decided that the fa-
ther got custody. They got on the train together
with my mother, offended by the procedure and
went to the minister and told him: “We are not
leaving the office, we will eat, drink and sleep here
until you give Dragan back to us.” Three days went
by, they brought me back and then my parents
took me with them up and brought me to Skopje.
That’s the connection to my own story, and it is
not because I was interested in increasing popular-
ity or my celebrity statys, I was there as a human,
as someone who has been there, and that‘s why I
always joined those initiatives selflessly.
How did you get involved in the organization?
- I accepted, back in 1992, when Gorde and Dra-
gi from MEGJASHI came to me at Pionerski dom
Karposh, where I was working at the time. I had a
colleague who was into humanitarian initaitives
and we joined together. The Founding Assembly
was also held there, the theatre director Kole An-
gelovski was elected as the first ambassador, and
I was elected as the first vice consul. Fortunately,
I had some necessary resources, I had a nine-pas-
senger van, I had a sound system, I had a program,
I could go whereever I needed to put on a show
– I could play, sing alone, anywhere, in an urban
or rural environment. Food, clothes, medicines
were supposed to be distributed, and to distribute
them like that, without any accompanying activity,
without any ceremony, it didn’t seem to be fitting.
So things would end up crowded, people would be
clamoring. No! It should be nice, entertaining, fun.
That‘s what I was there for. And one thing led to
another, a popular hostess would come to host the
ceremony, a professor would come, then a doctor
would come... We had various collaborators. There
were also telephone lines open for SOS, for social
assistance...
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How did the  people on the other side perceive
you when they saw a big celebrity, who was work-
ing as a humanitarian distributing clothes, food,
hygiene products, whereever it was needed. Were
they surprised?
- The moment when Gordana called from Sara-
jevo that Paler Macedonia planes would be bring-
ing mothers and children, the secretary of the City
Red Cross called me, because I live close to the
“Dare Dzambaz” Centre, to go intercept the three
buses from the airport and to I take them close
to the Zoo, near the former American Embassy, to
the nearby kindergarten. It was almost midnight,
I got in the van and drove. It‘s neither hard, nor
difficult, what you can do yourself, you don‘t even
have to think, just keep in mind that it can save
situations, even the mood, even a life...
Yes, that‘s right, you build people up, you give
them hope and strength.
- I went there, the buses were standing still, I
introduced myself to the drivers and told them
to follow me. We arrived, I arranged the buses on
the meadow to accommodate them and we were
waiting for Secretary Stojce to arrive with doctors,
nurses, staff, volunteers from the Red Cross and
other professionals, to bring food, clothes, water,
hygiene products, because the kindergarten was
closed, everything was closed, not a single light
anywhere, there was no guard on duty. I went to
the back, I went around to see the houses, I rang
the bell of the third house, a man in shorts and a
T-shirt came out and said in surprise: “What are
doing here at this hour Mijalkovski, has something
terrible happened?” Where did you come from? You
were on TV just a while ago.” So I told him that I
was bringing refugees and I asked him if there is a
janitor or housekeeper who would open the kinder-
garten for me. “Ahh, he says, there is a tenant in my
yard, in my little house, in charge of that,” so she
came with the keys, and she opened the doors. At
that moment I was busy with the people, keeping
them in the buses so they wouldn‘t scatter around
on the meadow. When they opened the kindergar-
ten for us, I give them instructions to enter slowly,
not to push each other. “You are tired, we will bring
you food and hygiene products and everything you
need.” One of the mothers says: “Thank you, thank
you, the children will sleep here in these little cots,
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but where will  we sleep?”. “Let me tell you young
lady, you will have to sleep on the floor, whether you
like it or not, you have a roof over your head, you
have clean water, your children are accommodat-
ed as they should be, they will bring you everything
you need, of course mattresses as well, and that’s
where you’ll sleep. I spent three months sleeping
on the floor after the Skopje earthquake myself,”
I told her jokingly. “We will also bring you food and
hygiene products and everything you need”.
We will go back in time once again, the people
who help in these social troubles are not random.
They are subtle, they intervened to help in major
tragedies, adversity, but in such moments you, as a
helper, you are not interested in an individual, un-
less an individual falls in front of your feet, so you
have to pick them up and take them to the hos-
pital, but in such situations you act and you think
about everyone. You try to fix the problem. And you
help.
You should always act.
- Then there were various things that we did,
other activities, the whole story spread throughout
Skopje, throughout Macedonia, throughout Yugo-
slavia, I would back down for a while, but others
took over, but I was simply always at the frontline
and I am glad to have helped in such a nice project
which useful for our rather disjoined, yet beautiful
Balkan. My mantra for the Balkan is much broader,
I can‘t reduce it to anything small. It is so wonder-
ful, we have so much beauty in the palm of our
hand, and to have been through so much adversity
and so many problems have happened to us, these
two things are so incompatible. However, we must
rely on each other, we must live together, we must
stand firmly on the ground.
We need to act, emotions can’t make things
happen, our hands can.
- One should help, and keep quiet. From time to
time someone would give you a plaque, or some
recognitions in life, but the biggest recognition is
seeing the emotions of those people when they
express gratitude, and then you are sure that all of
you have done your best.
What is the power of volunteering, what effect
can it make!?
- I was in Bunec, there were several thousand
refugees, of various ages, from children to elderly
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people, and I  was doing a humanitarian concert for
them at noon. The sun was shining, the weather
was nice, and at the end of the concert I called
the children: “Come on, hop on, make a line, hold
each other and we will make a train, we will dance”,
and I sang them a song from the Sarajevo group
“Proarte”, “Tiche, tiche, tachke...” . The song, which
has a very strong message in the chorus, ends and
it goes like this: “Tiche, tiche, tachke, there are no
more vrachke (quarrels), because whoever starts
them, will have to make things right again.” After
the concert, the children were in a good mood,
enjoying themselves, and suddenly a mother came
and said to me in Bosnian: “Who sent you?”. “What
is it, did I do anything wrong?” I asked. “No, no, she
says, my daughter got shellshocked Sarajevo when
a missile exploded nearby while she was playing
in the yard, and until this day, until this song, she
hasn‘t responded to me, hasn‘t spoken, or written
anything.” She only kept quiet, and she ate and
drank. And then when you said: “Come on, chil-
dren, let‘s dance and sing and make a train”, she
ran from my arms, and when all that dancing and
singing was over, she asked me: “Mom, did you
see me sing and dance?” As if the child had wok-
en up from a trance. For six or seven months, her
mother took her to clinics in Skopje, to doctors,
to psychiatrists, and nothing could be done. But
the key was in something else. And then, while I
was driving to Skopje, I started analyzing the event
and I remembered the song and what the moth-
er said: “She was playing in the yard, a missile fell
and she became speechless”, it means she felt as
if she received some invisible command “you must
not play anymore” , that “Boom” sound that ech-
oed, stopped her in her tracks. No one told this
to her with words, but it is a prohibition that sub-
consciously means “evil is coming, stop playing,
get away from here, from the yard, you must not
play!”, the child obeys and becomes silent, discon-
nects from everything. And later, when that uncle
there said, “Come on, dance and sing,” everything
changed and she got the idea cin her brain that
“now you can!”, a new affirmation of the brain. The
prohibition is no longer active, because she just for
permission. Approval. I was shocked and I thought,
imagine the composer Djordje Novkovic, my gen-
eration who is no longer among us, whom I knew
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personally, he graduated  from the Music Academy
in Sarajevo, he founded the group “Proarte” with
which we toured, we became friends and became
very close, he had a very successful career and
many hits with all the most popular Yugoslav per-
formers at that time, and now, with this song as
its composer, as its author, after so many years, he
helped at least one child to “wake up” from some
sort of a state of hypnosis. What a powerful mes-
sage! And, it is in those things - in a certain color,
in a certain picture, in poetry, in some kind of con-
tact, in a person, that one can find salvation, when
something has been interrupted in their life. Im-
agine if that condition had remained for years, for
decades, if it had spread its roots.
Interestingly, it‘s simply amazing how well chil-
dren understand the language of messages, the
language of injustices, they always know exactly
how to assess what is good and what is not and
to react honestly, and the language of music – a
world that they enjoy the most. If you had to
choose, which verse of yours out of all the songs
and hits you‘ve sung would you dedicate to all the
children in the world?
- Well, for example, I would dedicate the song
“Chadorche” (Umbrella) to the children, of which I
am the author of the lyrics, while my son Darko Mi-
jalkovski is the author of the melody, a song sung in
the “Super Star” show. Darko produced 750 tracks
for children’s songs in that series, about a hundred
of which are also mine, and one of them is “Um-
brella”, which says in the chorus: “Those who bring
an umbrella, will not get caught up in the rain, will
stay dry and will not catch a cold.” It is a message
that practically shows some kind of a need for pro-
tection, to have an umbrella with you in case you
need it, seen as protection, in general. One should
come prepared beforehand, in some way, for any
possibility...
Poverty, on the one hand, the race for a career,
on the other hand, are the main enemies of the
child. You are a family man and a grandfather and
therefore an example. Did you have any hesitation
at the height of the greatest fame as a pop star
whether to choose firmly the paths you walked
on, which are very exciting and attractive, and
lead straight to the stage and the charts, or were
you primarily focused on your family, the children,
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which are something  sacred and irreplaceable?
- I have seen the world creatively and since my
childhood I have had a broader world view, which
was especially evident in the way I was present-
ing stories, which I listened to on Radio Skopje in
a show called “101 Stories”, with the voice of Bo-
ris Majstorov. Not only did I listen to them when I
came to Crniche, and transferred to study at “Ko-
cho Racin” Elementary School, I was already eight
years old and I was already considered to be a sto-
ryteller in the neighborhood. Even then, I loved folk
wisdom, I learned a lot from those stories. To try
to give you a specific answer, it is all about your
upbringing. I was an only child, I had no brothers
and sisters, and I listened to wise advice from my
grandfather, grandmother, and mother, mostly
from my grandfather. He would teach me: “Always
be good, always go visit the elderly”, and since we
had houses with gates in the old neighborhoods,
he used to tell me: “Knock on the gate, ask them
how they are, what they are doing, if they are in
good healthy, if they are alive, alright then, bye-
bye.” He says: “One minute is enough for healthy
communication.” We lived in Pajko Maalo near
St. Mary’s Church, there was also the bazaar and
Bit-Pazar (farmers’ market), my grandfather would
hang out with the craftsmen and would say: “Good
morning” to anyone who was his friend, he used to
greet shopkeepers, quilters, craftsmen. He made
one such gesture when I got married that I can‘t
forget. I got married young, not even 20 years old
and my wife Eli was 19, and it wasn‘t a matter of
maturity, it was more a matter of courage from
both of us. We had but two plates to eat from. But
I had one lucky circumstance - again, it‘s all about
humanity and making long-term plans. When I was
young, my grandfather managed to get an alimo-
ny from my father and then when I got married
young, he gave me all the money. He had kept it,
he hadn’t spent anything, he was so humane, he
was so good, he planned to use that money to care
for me, imagine, he was putting it aside and saving
it for a time when I might need it. Less than a year
passed, we bought a small one-bedroom apart-
ment with that money, then Darko was born, so we
sold the small apartment and bought a three-bed-
room apartment on “Macedonia” street, and we
are still there. That is the strength of the family in
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that sense and  the care for the children.
How did you treat your children, do you let
them build their own world view?
- Darko was in seventh grade when we started
talking about his high school. My godfather was
an electronics engineer, he was successful in all
that, later he opened the famous company “Video
Data” and my son witnessed their work. He wanted
to study electrical engineering, mathematics. And
like every child, he started leaning towards com-
puters. But since he was studying elementary mu-
sic school, I knew that the computer would serve
him to make songs. Later, he also got such a com-
puter, a synthesizer sampler, and started working
with it, composing from a young age. In 1990, when
he competed in a world festival for pop music un-
der the age of 18, two of the tracks he composed
were accepted, one was a variation of our Macedo-
nian folk theme, and the other was a fun pop mel-
ody sung in English by a Dutch friend of his, here
in Skopje, and then he traveled there for a month,
it was a wonderful experience for him, in the sense
that he saw the world, that technological power
and aspired to it. Then he realized that he prefers
organization, management and marketing, and he
put all of that into “Super Star” as a project. He
set his own course. He is now in Australia with his
family. I described Darko to you so that you can
see that he is not a conformist, he inherited that
gene for agency from me and from Eli. The process
of reproduction is the strongest law and the basic
purpose of human existence.
In terms of material possessions, a person can
have everything and still not have happiness be-
cause for not having equality. Even if we give
everything to them, all the material wealth, all the
art and music, if the children are left without their
rights, then what have we left them with?
- It is all some kind of synthesis, symbiosis, com-
bining all the needs and all the possibilities of a
person, all that they can do, not at the cost of
their health, not at the cost of stepping all over
people, but with a good plan, with a good educa-
tion, by keeping a good balance betwwen the past,
the present and the future. Putting the unrealistic
expectations to the side, putting too much con-
formism to the side... You have to be active, you
have to take care of yourself psychologically and
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physically, because your  legacy, in terms of integ-
rity, your entire personality, that’s what you leave
to the young. They rarely accept the traits of some
TV idols, and if they do, it usually does not end up
well if they are negative characters. Young peo-
ple now grow up in solitude, many people cannot
spend any free time with their children, while the
parents are at work, so that the children are prop-
erly taken care of. We somehow got by with rela-
tive control over the children, mine grew up with
their other grandfather. And they had nice support
there, the grandfather has a nice garden, a nice
yard, he was cheerful, witty, he was a craftsman
type with good manners and he planted all sorts
of things, apricots, eggplants, peppers, at one time
fruits, grapes, he was the do-it-yourself type. They
saw what a good environment means. On the oth-
er hand, I got a job at Pionerski dom in 1985, when
I was 30 years old, and Darko was already 13 years
old then, he was in a sensitive phase, and what was
interesting, I had realized before, that it was good
to take him everywhere, to foreign language cours-
es, to swimming pools, to sports, at the theater
and musical performances, at concerts, he knew
all the pop stars, especially those who came to
our home, those were his personal acquaintanc-
es, but I wanted to enable him to create his own
world view. I did the same with my daughter, who
is 7 years younger than Darko. When I came to Pio-
nerski, my practice there was confirmed. Although
I am not a teacher, I have never done a course in
pedagogy, I watched how teachers work, and my
mother was a teacher at one time, and when my
friends would asked me to bring their children to
a start a course, I would tell them: “Don‘t get an-
gry, but first you need to bring the child when have
folklore, let him/her watch, see the guitar, harmon-
ica, synthesizer piano... Let him/her watch and de-
cide for him/herself, and next year we will start the
course. Because there are parents who were ambi-
tious, too ambitious.”
Any interesting incidents from that period?
- I will tell you an anecdote about Simon Trp-
chevski, the world‘s leading pianist. He started out
as a folk dancer in Pionerski. And while the musi-
cians were taking a break, he started playing their
instruments – goblet drum, drums, guitars, piano,
accordion... His father was a judge in the Court of
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Misdemeanors, near Pionerski,  by the fountain,
and he would come to our place for coffee and
we talked. He said he will buy him an accordion to
practice at home. Simon went on to study at the
secondary music school and then to the Academy,
and the first year he went to my neighbors, Profes-
sor Boris and Ljudmila Romanovi, they are Russians
who teach music here, and Boris gave even more
wind to his back. Once Simon and his father Djoko
came to Ljubanci to the refugees in the children‘s
resort, Esma Redzepova Teodosievska also came...
And he said: “Uncle Dragan, please let me play a
song on your synthesizer.” I hadn‘t noticed until that
moment that he could play, I was surprised by how
he played a folk theme, but also by the fact that a
young child had come to a humanitarian event, thus
showing personal responsibility and feelings, emo-
tions, finding the time to help. He is outstanding. He
is creative and a humanitarian. He has a soul, a big,
merciful sould, I was amazed that such a young child
had the desire to perform in front of the refugees.
What is the most important lesson that you
learned with your work and engagement in MEG-
JASHI? Are you proud of your work and the exam-
ple you set?
- Well, I‘m the same, I haven‘t changed since
the foundation to this day, and it‘s been 30 years.
This also applies to Gordana and Dragi, the pillar of
MEGJASHI. There were also doctors, sociologists,
psychologists, but I‘m talking about those who had
the biggest role and who helped the people stuck
in trauma who were too ashamed to ask for pro-
fessional help. Radio operators played a role when
there were no communications, then radio ama-
teurs with their own technology got involved and
from them we received information from the field.
We exchanged information with the humanitarians
in the Balkans, kudos to them because they were on
stand-by and transmitting day and night. We, as a
country, were not directly connected, telecommuni-
cations did not work towards Belgrade and Zagreb,
I couldn’t even call my father in Bjelovar in Croatia,
nor could he call me. There he lived and there he
died, I didn‘t even know that he had died back then
during those turbulent years of war in Croatia and
parts of Bosnia. It was a terrible time, but none of
us abused MEGJASHI for private needs, not even for
a single phone call. All these people and those in-
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stitutions that helped  MEGJASHI with funds, with
supplies, with raw materials for work, space, were
precious. MEGJASHI started out in a house in Debar
Maalo, in the house of Vlado Shopov, brother of the
famous poet Aco Shopov in Debar Maalo. Another
thing that I liked the most in the statute is the cov-
enant given, because it is registered in the United
Nations and the covenant reads that the real es-
tate that it will acquire in its existence, operation,
development, possibly in case of extinguishment, is
transferred to the ownership of the United Nations.
Moreover, whever there is a case of an adverse situ-
ation for children and abuse, the Embassy immedi-
ately goes public and demands correct information
from the authorities and does not allow negative
attitudes towards children, no abuse, maximum
protection. We are a poor country, but we are not
that poor to not be able to preserve our relation-
ship with children and children‘s rights, we are not
that miserable and poor, let’s not pretend things are
worse than they are. Well, I am of the same opinion,
they are all someone‘s children, not in the socialist
sense of everyone’s and no one’s, but they are our
children, absolutely ours, so as soon as they are the
future of this part of humanity, they are ours and
our task is to do whatever we can for them. We can‘t
do too much, we can‘t do miracles, but at least the
bare minimum: to keep the pace, to make sure that
people prone to certain deviant actions towards
children know that any attempt will be pointless
and they will be taken out in front the public - it
is a major benefit, because in a period of crisis and
during war, aggression against children increases on
all grounds, exploitation skyrockets to an incred-
ible level. I have not heard about it happening in
our country, but in the world they let them into the
mines, down in that “dirt” with their hands to col-
lect coal or other resources, just because they are
poor or have problems in the family. Not to mention
other things, areas very sensitive to children‘s libido,
vices, narcotics, alcoholism, deviant phenomena in
show business. They are deceptive, and I will give
you an interesting quote from a dear friend who
uses the phrase “colorful lies”. All these things are
colorful, tempting. A child will see colorful things
(lights, spotlights, disco, club, bar), which can lead
him/her to a terribly dangerous situation. You have
to pay attention to everything related to children
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“THAT APPEAL WAS  SUCH AN ACT OF
COURAGE, THAT EVEN I WAS ASTOUNDED!”
and at any given moment.
A
t the beginning of the military conflict with
Bosnia and Herzegovina, when people were
forced to flee from their homes, you worked
as a news editor at the Macedonian Television (at
that time, the only television broadcaster) and
with your permission the teacher Gorde Pirkovs-
ka Zmijanac appealed to the citizens to welcome
therefugees.Bydoingso,inaway,youweregiving
your approval of a noble idea, which later turned
into action, an organization and much more. Do
you remember those moments?
- (Laughing) It seems to me if it had not been
for the founders of MEGJASHI, the Zmijanac fami-
ly, who refresh my memory from time to time, the
events would slowly begin to fade away. However,
you take me back many years when I was a young
journalist and a new editor. I remember that I was
getting ready to enter the studio before the be-
ginning of the Newsblock, and if I‘m not mistaken,
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