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DRAGI ZMIJANAC “It is a challenge to be the leader of this great global movement” Founder and President of the MEGJASHI.pdf

	1. DRAGI ZMIJANAC: “It  is a challenge to be the leader of this great global movement!”
*Being a pillar and the head of the First Children’s Embassy in the world MEGJASHI is a feeling and
experience that only you a familiar with. There were no working conditions, you were the one who
created them over all these past years completely oriented towards children, you were alone against the
established rules and patterns of behavior, prejudices, discriminations, institutions, loopholes in the law,
and above all the mentality of the environment that we live in, as a transitioning society. MEGJASHI is
grounded by the milestones of your struggle for children's rights, you leave values behind you, and
traces. What motivated you to embark on this great struggle, maybe the fact that you are a parent
yourself?
- In the beginning, we were the three pillars - Gorde, Kole and I, and as time passed, more pillars were
built into this global children's movement called the First Children’s Embassy in the world MEGJASHI,
which represents children and has been fighting for a fairer world for children for 30 years. Since you
already asked me about the feeling and experience that I have experienced throughout all these 30
years, the one thing that I can emphasize is that you cannot build something significant and motivating
only if you want it, if you are dedicated and believe in what you are doing. It takes persistence and
courage in order to see the outlines of the structure, from the very beginning and in the first few years.
Now when I look back, I have to admit to myself that everything has to be earned, through work, belief,
perseverance and honesty. When you strongly want something and believe in what you are doing, the
Universe has your back. Change does not happen overnight. You need to stand strong, be mobile,
resilient to attacks and blows and come out stronger after every battle. Defending and fighting for a
fairer world for children is not only difficult, but also inspiring. I saw this challenge as an opportunity to
be a driver and leader in this great worldwide movement called the First Children’s Embassy in the
world. Recognizable and recognized all over the world. It is the pillar of success. Everything else builds
upon it, complements it, changes it and pushes it forward. We are here and exist because we are
needed. I often joke when I say that if this embassy, the first one in the world, whose heart is in
Macedonia, did not exist, it would have to be invented. And, since it exists and continuously proves
itself, creates, creates, it should be selflessly supported and helped. In one of UNICEF's manuals, the
Founder and President of the First
Children's Embassy in the World
MEGJASHI
 


	2. author, Ms. Sue  Gilbert wrote: “Macedonia is famous for children’s rights, because that’s where the First
Children’s Embassy in the world, MEGHASHI, was formed”.
The conditions when we started working to help and support children affected by the war in former
Yugoslavia were tense, the war had started. Gordana Pirkovska Zmijanac, who is the initiator and
founder of the First Children’s Embassy in the world MEGJASHI, appealed for the care of children
affected by the war. At her strong insistence, the editor Ljubisha Nikolovski allowed her to make an
appeal for solidarity, for help and care for the children affected by the war, on the prime news block of
the Macedonian national television. The appeal reached Macedonian citizens. And that's how it all
started. It was on April 12, 1992. While Gordana was on MTV, I was at home, I recorded her appeal, the
phone rang continuously, I registered all the calls and requests from citizens to take a child under their
in their homes. It was real solidarity and humanity in action. That's how we started, as an informal
citizen initiative. Due to the fact that we agitated and mobilized all state institutions and demanded the
opening of children's resorts, hotels, etc., we realized that we had to get formalized as an organization.
On April 29, we had the Founding Assembly in the “Karposh” Youth Home (Pionerski dom), and we got
officially registered as a civil soviety organization at in the Ministry of Internal Affairs, back then, on May
25, 1992. Otherwise, I draw the main motive, inspiration and incentive in this struggle from my
childhood. I grew up in conditions of social and educational injustice and neglect. I grew up in a family
with a single mother. I grew up in a dysfunctional family. The conditions were hrash. Not to mention
bordering on poverty and social injustice. But for me as a person it posed a major challenge - to either
become strong or to break down. I chose the fight for justice and it has been my guide all these years in
my life. It is my life energy, mission and vision. I know that I was not born by accident and I have a task
to do something. At least to change and improve things a little. Injustice affects me. And that's why I'm
often rebellious, I speak loudly about it and I'm not afraid to raise my voice. My voice is the echo of
millions of children. That's how I bring myself up and enter from one battle to another. I know it's
difficult, painful, uncertain, but I'm waiting, I'm patient and I'm watching even the smallest changes as a
big step forward towards a fairer world for children.
*It is subtle job to deal with children's rights, first of all you need be familiar with all the laws, as well as
the mechanisms of their functioning in reality. At the same time, it is not easy at all, because we live in
conditions in which society, instead of facilitating, gives resistance against the citizens and their needs,
many rights are violated, and many crimes against children are concealed in a well-organized manner.
Did all that resistance scare you, this entire situation around you that created pressure, did it discourage
you at times?
- Sometimes I feel that our work stagnates. That's the initial impression. There is an improvement in the
defense of children's rights, but the state institutions sometimes seem to shift the responsibility
between each other. They are not sufficiently efficient and mobile, they do not implement violence
prevention in time, they only impose sanctions when there is a case of incest or death, which is a
belated measure. The level of abuse of children in Macedonia is constantly increasing, and this is due to
the aggressiveness, loneliness and alienation of children, they are increasingly left to fend for
themselves. First of all, the most important thing is that we broke the silence surrounding children's
suffering, we spoke publicly about all the problems that children in Macedonia face, which were
previously shameful and scary to talk about, we encouraged children to talk about violence, to recognize
us as protectors of children's rights, as their advocates. Of course, we have instruments, indicators, how
to reach information about the problems that children encounter. In 1993, we opened the SOS
 


	3. telephone line for  children and youth, now known as “Hello, Bushavko” 070 390 632. This hotline for
children has been operating for 29 years, so far over 21,000 children, parents, guardians, relatives have
contacted it to report child abuse, violence, violation of children's rights. We use our mechanisms to
resist and often with the help of the media we exert pressure, sometimes we can be even louder than
what is expected of us, to push the state institutions into working with maximum functionality and
efficiency, in defense of children's rights. To respect the best interest of the child. The motto of the
Children’s Embassy MEGJASHI is that “All the ideals in the world are less important than the tears of a
child”.
*It has been proven that in order to improve a child's right or at least to initiatite a change,
unfortunately, one has to see or experience the worst example or incident. After all, we can't do
anything about those sad and devastating facts or terrible statistics, but we can build a fairer children's
world on their foundations and on the basis of lessons learned.
- In the fight for a fairer world for children, we upturned many taboos, stereotypes, opened up and
initiated the solution to many problems affecting children, prioritized the importance of respecting
children's personality and their best interests. We broke the silence about the children suffering from
sexual abuse, from physical violence, from the problems they have when their parents’ divorce, from
the sadness due to the secrecy of adopted children not having access to their biological parents, from
the everyday problems that children encounter, from bullying, from the fact that there are still children
without a birth certificate, children whose labor is abused, children who are not included in primary
education or are prevented from completing their education. But what worries me the most in recent
years is air pollution and the carcinogenic particles that children breathe. Air pollution is one of the
leading causes of death in children because that air permanently crosses the blood-brain barrier and
permanently damages a child's developing brain. Due to the negligence and absence of measures
against the extremely polluted air in Macedonia, the most basic right of the children is violated and
threatened - the right to life according to Article 6 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which
was ratified by the Republic of Macedonia in 1993.
*You were a scanner and with your work you brought to light the fact that, in fact, children are not
deviant towards society, but that society is completely upside down towards them. That what they do is,
in fact, only a response to the irresponsible behavior of adults and that all of us together bear
responsibility.
-Society and state institutions are often deviant towards children. Instead of being their support and
help, they often act against their needs and interests. Very often when they do not act properly or act
wrongly, the state does not have a mechanism to sanction those who are responsible, but rather
protects them. And so the problems only deepen, and the state and institutions become complicit in the
dysfunctionality of the system. There are many examples in practice. The alienation between the child
and the parent is a deviation that adults and society are responsible for, and such direct and
irresponsible behavior affects the proper growth and development of the child. It is difficult for parents
from dysfunctional and broken former marital relations after leaving the marital union to be participants
in functional and responsible parenting. Joint and responsible parenting even after divorce should be
focused on what is most important, which is the best interest of the child. The child should not feel
guilty about the divorce and should live a normal life, receiving attention from both parents equally,
because the termination of the marital union puts an end to the marriage, but not to the process of
 


	4. parenting. The mother  and the father are equally important and significant for the correct growth and
development of the child and under no cirscumstances should a child be put in a situation to choose
between them. Divorce is the end of marriage, not the end of parening, the child needs love from both
parents during the process of growing into a healthy individual to avoid deviant phenomena in
adolescence. The child is not to blame for the divorce and must not feel any remorse. The child should
not feel guilty about the divorce and should live a normal life, receiving attention from both parents
equally, because the divorce of the marital union is the termination of the marriage, but not the
termination of parentage. The mother and the father are equally important and significant for the
correct growth and development of the child and it should not be put in a situation to choose under any
circumstances. Divorce is the end of marriage, not the end of parenthood, the child needs love from
both parents during the process of growing into a healthy individual to avoid deviant phenomena in
adolescence. The child is not to blame for the divorce and must not feel any remorse.
*Society really swallows up children's rights. The youngest seem to be the most discriminated against
and have no way to defend themselves from the adults, unless another adult helps them. Young people
need to know that there is a solution to their problem, even though it seems like the whole world has
collapsed on them. You indicated this through numerous engagements and campaigns. What would you
single out in particular?
- We live in a completely divided society along ethnic, social, educational and any other lines. We live
with rude and aggressive, violent behaviors towards those different from ourselves. We live in a
segregated society in which students from different ethnic communities study in different schools.
Although we each speak our own language, we rarely understand each other when it comes to building
trust, shared values and life. That's why we decided to launch the campaign “Foster Peace”, to stir things
up and be part of the change, acting both individually and as a civil organization, and on a collective
level. At the same time, let's ask the state to be more mobile in terms of what we ask of it, to nurture,
build and promote values such as empathy, solidarity, responsibility, dialogue and non-violence.
*Generally, it is a great injustice - with their existence, children paint the world with the warmest and
most cheerful colors, and the world often shamelessly paints their childhood in the darkest, gray, sad
colors, in the color of tears. We all need to change our attitude towards
children and we must educate them about their rights. You have done a lot in this direction. What is
most valuable in all of this?
- One of the most difficult traumas that can happen to a child is sexual abuse. And this trauma is
shrouded in silence for many years. But we raised our voices and spoke clearly and loudly about these
traumas suffered by the children and sought solutions. Both preventive and punitive. The strong
advocacy, support and lobbying of the First Children’s Embassy MEGJASHI for stricter sanctions against
sex offenders, incest perpetrators, pedophiles, especially towards children under the age of 14, bore
fruit, three out of our four recommendations were accepted and I think that in this way there is an
opportunity to put this pathological phenomenon under control, especially when it comes to recidivism.
What we advocated for was accepted, drug therapy or chemical castration, a minimum of 15 years in
prison, but they did not accept the wearing of electronic bracelets after the pedophile leaves the prison
institution. We believe that chemical castration should be mandatory as a measure, especially for
recidivists and that it should be established immediately after leaving the prison institution and the
pedophile will thus be helped not to repeat the crime, because the Children's Embassy advocates for
 


	5. lifetime in prison  for every repeated offender. This is not corporal punishment, because it affects the
psyche, i.e. the mental disorder that the pedophile has because he is not able to control his drive and
libido, and in this way we believe that we are helping the pedophile, as well as the children, not to
commit these crimes again.
*All of the people in the Embassy have experience in all directions, profound, extensive, long-lasting,
and each of you can write a thick book of experiences. Can you recall which was the most difficult
moment for you in all these 30 years, and which was the brightest and the greatest source of pride?
-”The girl fell on the rolling pin and lost her virginity”, this is how the case of the then nine-year-old girl,
who was raped by her mother's friend, ended somehow. Case closed! In cases of sexual offenses, the
procedure for determining the origin of the injuries cannot be performed by a gynecologist, but
exclusively by a forensic medicine expert. But back then no one reported the case to forensic medicine,
where if there had been a case of rape, it would have been discovered due to the specificities of the
injuries. It is interesting to note that the two injuries that the gynecologist found could not have been
caused by one fall, or even by any rolling pin, but were done on at least two occasions. So, the case was
closed, there were neither suspects nor was anyone accused. Macedonia will remain the only country in
the world where “virginity is lost by falling on a rolling pin!”
Then, we helped thousands of children affected by the war in the former Yugoslavia, responded to the
challenges of rescuing and evacuating children from Bosnia and Herzegovina and taking them into care
in Macedonia. We responded to the Kosovo crisis and worked with the children in the camps in
Radusha, Bojane, Chegrane, Stenkovec 1 and 2 in the period between 1999 and 2000. During the conflict
in Macedonia in 2001 we opened a Shelter for Internally Displaced Persons and took care of 16 people,
they were taken care of at the Children's Embassy MEGJASHI during a period of five years. Three babies
were born here - Alexander, Marija and Nikola. We responded to the migrant crisis. We had a rapid
response humanitarian action to help the children from the flood in Skopje, the children who fled from
Syria and were taken care of in Turkey. We also adequately responded with humanitarian aid during the
COVID-19 pandemic, by distributing aid to the competent institutions and providing them with overall
protective equipment, gloves and masks…
*You moved a world from inside to outside, from invisible to visible, you instigated changes. Going back
through the timeline, you can see how quixotic your work was, but then you add things up at the end,
when it all comes together, you manage to see the scope of work and the conclusion that nothing was in
vain. That MEGJASHI became a “moral” home for any child, barefoot, hungry and starving, but also for
those who have a roof over their heads and dream of higher goals... That MEGJASHI became a school for
transformation towards democracy and children's rights and managed to impose many positive
changes. *Was it worth it?
- The state is more focused on the legal amendments and what the legal norms stipulate, and less or in
some parts it is not mentioned at all how those legal provisions are applied in practice. There is no
established system of monitoring how the laws are implemented, nor is there any information that an
adequate analysis has been made as to what funds are needed for the implementation of the laws. The
omission in the protection of children's rights usually occurs during the implementation of laws, and in
certain cases it happens due to legislative gaps and inadequate regulation of certain issues. For example,
there are laws where it is stipulated that the child has a certain right, but it does not specify how the
child can exercise that right, through which procedure, before which authority and in accordance with
 


	6. which law. Such  legal solutions are unenforceable in practice and instead of promoting children's rights,
they represent an additional obstacle. But yes! It was worth it. The Children's Embassy has not only
become a school for transformation towards democracy and children's rights, but also strengthens and
encourages children's activism and participation. Namely, Macedonia is one of the few countries in the
world that has managed, for the second time, to prepare an Alternative Report on the situation with
children's rights in Macedonia - from the children's perspective. To submit, present and defend it in
front of the members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child at the UN. Children state that they are
victims of various forms of violence, among which bullying is the most common, and emphasize that
schools should do much more to educate children to prevent this type of violence. They point to the
problems in education, which are numerous, including the poor quality of teaching, insufficient care for
hygiene, inadequate conditions for children with disabilities and insufficient care for children's mental
health. However, they believe that polluted air, especially in winter days, as well as illegal landfills,
factories near populated areas are part of the environmental problems that children face, and they
believe that there is neither sufficient awareness nor sufficient care on the part of the government. Not
to mention any liability and criminal prosecution. They listed many other problems that children face.
We expect the specific recommendations from the Committee on Children's Rights to arrive soon. But,
also specifically their implementation and realization by the Macedonian state. Our engagement will still
be necessary here, because in every report so far there were numerous problems that children were
facing, that have been noted down in the reports sent to the Committee, and are repeated.
*The hard-working team of the Embassy, very gently and carefully, with filigree-like precisions, weaved
a network of children's rights. And, with your relentless persistence, you made people to increasingly
realize that children's rights are not one or two and that there is no right dosage for fulfillment of
children's rights, they need to be exercised down to the last percent. And no matter what is settled, new
rights always arise that the heirs of the world deserve. *According to you personally, what is the first
most inviolable and supreme right of every single child, wherever he/she may be on this Planet?
- The right to a healthy environment. The right to life. The population most affected by air pollution is
children. Air pollution has a harmful effect on children's health. The negative effects of air pollution on
children begin even before they are born. The polluted air that pregnant women breathe can lead to
damage to the fetus and its development. Polluted air also leads to reduced body weight at birth,
premature births, various anomalies in newborn children whose mothers were exposed to polluted air
during pregnancy. Children who breathe polluted air have an increased number of upper and lower
respiratory tract infections. As a result of frequent infections of the respiratory organs, permanent
damage to the lungs and chronic diseases that last a lifetime can occur, such as asthma, allergies,
chronic bronchitis. As a result of polluted air, there is also a disturbance in the development of the
central nervous system in children, a change in the immune system, and the occurence of malignant
diseases. Air pollution directly affects children and their right to life. Namely, according to data from the
World Health Organization, more than one in every four deaths of children under the age of five is
directly or indirectly related to exposure of children to air pollution. Children are particularly vulnerable
to the harmful effects of air pollution. Children inhale a larger amount of air, and thus a larger amount of
harmful substances.
*What other message would you like to send?
 


	7. - In the  upcoming period, we plan to focus on achieving the following long-term goals of the
organization, such as respecting and understanding the rights of children and children's personality;
promoting and advancing the culture of peace and non-violence among children from an early age,
mobilizing, updating and undertaking initiatives and actions for the benefit of children; joint and
responsible parenting even after divorce, children having the right to find out who their biological
parents are, the right to a healthy environment and clean air, and the struggle to mobilize and build
functional institutions that act in the best interest of children.
MONOGRAPH
The First Children's Embassy in the World MEGJASHI 1992-2022
30 years A fairer world for every child
First Children's Embassy in the World Megjashi Republic of Macedonia
http://childrensembassy.org.mk/content/pdf/MONOGRAPH%20%20First%20Childrens%20Embassy%20i
n%20the%20World%20MEGJASHI%201992-2022%20,%2030%20years.pdf
https://online.fliphtml5.com/onupw/fsmt/?fbclid=IwAR2qK2hyDBRu5HaFqckHWLpwJmBgs_JKZhtrBdzy
gLpN9SoqFPT1sjwLw2g#p=1
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