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01
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	3. Introduction
01 What is  the “Land Grab”?
3
 


	4. Land Grab
4
What is  it?
● Forced acquisition of land
● Absence of valid consent and
reasonable commitment to the future
survival of the dispossessed
The Indigenous People
Why the term “grab”?
● Often acquired without valid consent of local
indigenous peoples
● Does not take their overall welfare into account, issues
of survival, food sustainability, and livelihood support
● Often adversely impacted or even destroyed by the
“land grabs” and future developments arising from
such a move
 


	5. Land Grab
5
The Indigenous  People
● The Allotment Policy (in operation between 1880 and the 1920s)
● Native Americans can only sell their land after 25 years
● White settlers will purchase land at a cheap rate
● Native Americans ends up living in poverty
 


	6. The indigenous were  treated poorly by
their governments and they were forced
to change their way of life in view of
becoming a more developed country
02
6
 


	7. GOVERNMENTS &
INDIGENOUS GROUPS
The  relationship between these groups is that of disdain
and contempt.
The government wishes to reach their goal of becoming a
more developed nation, but the indigenous are in their
way as they are seen as primitive and hence do not align
with their goal.
The indigenous also wish to keep their way of life as they
have been doing for generations.
7
 


	8. POSSIBLE REASONS
FOR DEVELOPMENT
Colonisation  by
other nations
Technological
Advancements
They do not want to become a likely
target for being colonised
They want to advance further for greater
economic benefit for the country
8
 


	9. EXAMPLES
9
Where governments “grabbed”  land from the indigenous
 


	10. NATIVE AMERICANS
10
In Canada
What  Happened?
The Canadian Government evicted Native
Americans from their land to use for development.
Such uses include loaning the land out cheaply to
MNCs, who used them to make money by building
factories. The companies were able to make large profit
margins of the land due to the low prices of the loan.
 


	11. How did they  extort land?
11
Mistranslating Treaties
While negotiating with these groups, they mistranslated
the treaty on purpose to get the upper hand
Gunpoint
They even held the Natives at gunpoint to get
them to surrender their land
Withholding Rations
The government held back food rations from
the indigenous
 


	12. CONSEQUENCES
12
Loss of Culture
Natives  were forced to
relocate elsewhere
Assimilation
Natives were forced to assimilate
into Canadian society
 


	13. BUSHMEN
13
In Botswana
What Happened?
From  1997 to 2005, the government relocated the
Bushmen to resettlement camps in the outskirts of the
CKGR reserve, which they had held ownership of for many
generations.
Around the same time, the government was also working
with various diamond companies as the CKGR reserve was
found to have large amounts of diamonds.
Did the government remove the Bushmen so they could
harvest the diamonds in their land for their own economic
benefit?
 


	14. How did they  extort land?
14
Water Rations
The government did not allow the Bushmen to collect water from
wells, nor did they allow water to be brought into the reserve
Abuse
When Bushmen fought back, they beat them up,
eventually leading to their deaths in come cases
Wildlife
The government blamed the Bushmen for harming the
wildlife in the reserve, using it as a reason to remove them
 


	15. CONSEQUENCES
15
Diamond
Mining
The Government of
Botswana  allowed mining
to occur in the reserve.
Economic
Beneﬁt
The Government earned revenue
from diamond companies when they
loaned the land to them.
 


	16. CONCLUSION
16
Governments indeed “grabbed”  land for
their economic benefit, harming the
indigenous groups in the process.
 


	17. 17
The Land Grab  will eventually lead to the
extinction of the history, culture and language
of various indigeneous groups. 03
 


	18. Indigenous minorities displaced  by
economic factors
18
Billionaire Americans
buying up millions of
acres of land
Much of the land was previously
owned by Native Americans. Many
Native American tribes were
seasonal migrants who moved across
their territories
Illegal Loggers
Targets indigenous
minorities’ land for
economic benefits
Government
control of lands
Gold and copper mining
 


	19. ● In the  past 10 years, indigenous people have suffered an increase in
violence linked to armed conflict
● ONIC reports the murders of 1,980 indigenous people in the period
1998-2008
● In February of this year, some 17 people of the Awá group were killed in
the country’s worst single massacre for years
● Indigenous communities who mostly live on large collective territories
that are rich in resources (biofuel, petrol, coca) or in strategic locations
near the borders make them susceptible to land conflicts
Declining numbers of indigenous groups
19
 


	20. 1
Nukak Maku
● The  Nukak Maku are a nomadic indigenous group who lives in the
Guaviare jungle
● More than of the 500 Nukak have been forced to flee from armed
groups
● They live in a state of utter deprivation on the outskirts of the city of
San José de Guaviare and are at risk of extinction.
● For them, the word “Nukak” means the world, man and the hearth all
at once, reflecting their vision of the universe as a place where man and
the earth are indivisible and rely on each other for survival
Forced displacement in Colombia
The internal armed conflict in Colombia started more than forty years ago. It opposes the State
to a number of irregular armed groups. The illegal production and exportation of coca – the
raw product for cocaine – fuels the violence.
20
 


	21. 2
Piripkura
● Amazonian tribe
●  Their territory, known as Rio Pardo, is in Mato Grosso state, where
illegal deforestation rates are the highest on record in Brazil’s
Amazon.
● Often targeted by loggers, ranchers, land speculators and miners who
repeatedly challenged the temporary protection orders obtained by
FUNAI.
● Only two other members of the Piripkura tribe have been spotted
on their territory, with the rest massacred by illegal loggers invading
their forest hunting grounds.
Wiped out indigenous groups in Brazil
Brazil is the country with the world's most isolated Indigenous groups, totalling
115 groups that are recognized by the government. At present, only 26 of the
tribes are duly protected by the Brazilian government. (Oliva, M., Terra, R., &
Jorge, B., 2020)
21
 


	22. 3
Kawahiva
● A small  group of uncontacted Indians living in Brazil’s
Amazon rainforest.
● Survivors of numerous genocidal attacks. Similar
atrocities have wiped out many tribes in the region over
the last century.
● In grave danger of being wiped out unless their land is
recognized and protected by the Brazilian authorities.
● Constantly being forced to flee from illegal loggers who
target them in order to claim their traditional hunting
grounds
The Last of the Kawahivas
Brazil is the country with the world's most isolated Indigenous peoples,
totalling 115 groups that are recognized by the government. At present,
only 26 of the tribes are duly protected by the Brazilian government. (Oliva,
M., Terra, R., & Jorge, B., 2020)
22
 


	23. Extinction of the  indigenous groups
23
Culture
Language
History
 


	24. Land grab aﬀects  Food
Security & Climate Change
04
24
 


	25. Global Food Crisis
2007-2008
25
  


	26. Example 1 -  China
Originally a Net Exporter of Agricultural Goods:
● Holds approximately 20% of the World’s Population
● With an area of 9,596,960 km2
, possesses < 7% of the World’s Arable Land
Since beginning of 2000s, China became a Net Importer of Agricultural Goods:
● Rapid Economic Growth
● Higher Population Income
● Changes in Diet
● Limited Arable Land
26
 


	27. Example 2 -  Saudi
Arabia & United Arab
Emirates
Harsh Climatic Conditions:
● Poor Soil
● Scarce Land & Water
Food Produced on the Farmlands outside their borders:
● Reason: Reduce Domestic Water Usage
● For Export/ Repatriation to Investor Countries
27
 


	28. 28
Countries who are  investing in Foreign
Farmlands are currently Food Suﬃcient,
however the host country’s own
population lacks suﬃcient food.
 


	29. Food Produce in
Acquired  Land are
for Export Purposes
29
60% 70%
Local Communities Face
Serious Food Security
Problems
Food Produce for Investors
& Local Communities
 


	30. Example - Mozambique
Proscana  Land Grab
● Acquire 14 Million Hectares of Land
● Displacing Upwards of 500,000 Indigenous People
According to the World Food Programme,
● Mozambique’s inhabitants add up to a total of approximately 24.5 million
● ⅓ of them are malnourished
● 500,000 children ages 6 - 23 months are undernourished
30
 


	31. Land Grabbing
Eﬀects on
Climate  Change
31
 


	32. Eﬀects on the  Climate
Increase in Global
Temperature
32
Fluctuating Water
Levels
 


	33. Impact on River  Ecosystems
33
Installation of Dams &
Large Scale Irrigations
Pressure on Water
Resources
In Serious Risk
Adversely impact small
farmers livelihoods
 


	34. Soil Productivity
Decreases
Reduced Rainforest
Coverage
Due  to Less Rainfall &
Drier Lands
Carbon Sinks are Destroyed
Impact on Tropical Rainforests
34
 


	35. 35
Land Grab adversely  aﬀects
biodiversity, forests and water
supplies 05
 


	36. 36
"For years we  have tried, but our voice is not heard,"
"We don't have freedom of expression right now, so we are facing
more challenges [in being heard]. Our land is being taken, and it's
destroying our life. Our life depends on the land."
- Haluk, an Indigenous Indonesian activist
 


	37. ● Loss in  Biodiversity & Ecological
destruction
○ A total of >500 cases of land grabbing related
to the production of agricultural
commodities that have been documented
globally between 2006 - 2016.
37
● Water Grabbing
○ Situations whereby water resources are
being taken over for a benefit
● Large-scale capital-intensive
farming
○ Monoculture plantations causing creates
chemical contamination and water
pollution.
● Deforestation
○ Landscapes of lions, giraffes and vast herds of
wildebeest cover >20% of Earth's land surface.
 


	38. 38
Economic Beneﬁts
06
Land Grabbing  tend to happen to lands with natural resources,
bringing economic benefits
 


	39. 39
Land grabbing tends  to occur to large
areas of lands that are naturally suitable for
agricultural purposes.
 


	40. Economic Beneﬁts
40
Stronger Local
Economy
Increased
Incomes  for
Locals
Development of
Agricultural
Technology
 


	41. —Jim Goodman, ExAgris's
Managing  Director
41
"In return, we benefit from improved farm security,
a growing local economy and a relationship in
which the business and the smallholder associations
help each other out as need arises,"
 


	42. 42
Overﬁshing in Lake
Victoria,  Africa
A fish-farming project in Uganda partially solved
the problem of over-fishing in Lake Victoria while
the Chinese investors gained access to local markets.
Both sides profited, ideally resulting in a sustainable
food production system.
 


	43. Biofuel Plantation in
Ghana
A  case study on investments in a biofuel plantation in
Ghana showed that:
● Overall income from agricultural activities decreased
● However, people increased their cash incomes
through off-farm jobs as labourers in the plantation.
43
 


	44. Conclusion
07 The Land  Grab brings about more harmful effects than benefits.
44
 


	45. Governments
treat the
indigenous
poorly
1. Extinction  of
history, culture &
language of
indigenous group
Loss of biodiversity,
forest & water
supplies
Brings
economic
beneﬁts
Eﬀects of Land Grab
45
Aﬀects food
security &
climate change
2. 3.
4. 5.
 


	46. The detrimental eﬀects  that
land grab brings outweighs the
economic beneﬁts it brings.
46
 


	47. Thank you!
47
Any questions?
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