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College of pharmaceutical sciencesFollow
It is a written order by physician, dentist, nurse practitioner or other designated health professional for a medication to be dispensed by a pharmacy for administration to a patient.
Prescriptions and medication orders are the primary means by which prescribers communicate with pharmacists regarding the desired treatment regimen for a patient. Prescriptions are used in the outpatient, or ambulatory, settings.
whereas medication orders are used in the inpatient or institutional health system setting. Prescriptions and inpatient orders are legal orders that can be used for medications, devices, laboratory tests, procedures, etc.
Prescriptions and medication orders can be handwritten, typed, preprinted, verbal, or entered into a computer program and submitted to the pharmacy by the patient or caregiver, or via fax, computer, or other electronic means.
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	1. Prescribed medication order
and  communication skills
By
Mr. Biswanath prusty
Assistant professor
 


	2. Introduction
• It is  a written order by physician, dentist, nurse practitioner or other designated health professional for a
medication to be dispensed by a pharmacy for administration to a patient.
• Prescriptions and medication orders are the primary means by which prescribers communicate with
pharmacists regarding the desired treatment regimen for a patient. Prescriptions are used in the
outpatient, or ambulatory, settings.
• whereas medication orders are used in the inpatient or institutional health system setting. Prescriptions
and inpatient orders are legal orders that can be used for medications, devices, laboratory tests,
procedures, etc.
• Prescriptions and medication orders can be handwritten, typed, preprinted, verbal, or entered into a
computer program and submitted to the pharmacy by the patient or caregiver, or via fax, computer, or
other electronic means.
• Before dispensing the prescription or medication order, the pharmacist’s responsibility is to evaluate the
prescription or medication order for appropriateness. This includes ensuring the correct drug, dose and
dosage form, frequency, route of administration, duration of therapy, and indication. Additionally, the
patient’s profile is evaluated for therapeutic duplication, drug allergies, drug–disease state interactions,
and drug– drug interactions, and laboratory data are reviewed, if available. This process helps ensure that
the benefits of the therapy are maximized and the potential for harm is minimized
 


	3. Objective of prescription  medication order
❖Identify the required elements of a prescription.
❖Review a prescription for completeness and legality, identify incomplete or missing information.
❖Differentiate between prescription and medication orders.
❖Read interpret, and translate into English any prescription or medication order written in any other
common abbreviation.
❖Identify at least six steps in preparing and dispensing extemporaneous prescription required to ensure
that the patient receives the correct dose of the prescribed medication.
❖Describe prescription labelling requirements.
❖Produce an appropriate prescription label.
 


	4. Basics of Prescriptions  and Medication Orders
• Although different states may vary slightly in their requirements
for what information needs to be contained on a prescription, in
general, it must contain the following information: name of the
patient, drug name, drug strength, drug dosage form, quantity
prescribed, directions for use, and the name, address, and
signature of the prescriber. Additional information that may be
included is the date of issue, number of refills authorized,
address and/ or date of birth of the patient, and prescriber’s
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) registration number.
• Medication orders typically contain similar information that
would be included on a prescription. This includes the patient’s
name and a secondary identifier such as the patient’s date of
birth, medical record number, or social security number (less
commonly used now); the patient’s location and room number;
date and time of the order
 


	5. Abbreviations and Symbols  Commonly Used in Prescriptions and Medication Orders
Abbreviations and symbols are common in prescriptions and medication orders. Although they may save time for the
prescriber, they are sometimes a source of confusion and can be misinterpreted, resulting in medication errors. As a result,
the Joint Commission (formerly the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, or JCAHCO) requires
healthcare organizations to develop an approach to standardizing abbreviations, acronyms, and symbols, as well as to create
a list of those that should not be used. Commonly used abbreviations and symbols are listed in Table 2.1.
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