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	1. CARBUNCLE
Dr.Prafulla C.Patil
Shri Chamundamata  Homoeopathic Medical
College and Hospital,Jalgaon.
 


	2.  This is  an infective gangrene of the subcutaneous tissue
caused by Staphylococcus aureus .
 It commonly occurs in diabetic patients. Patients with
poor immunity, or undergoing radiotherapy can also
develop carbuncle.
 A carbuncle is a red, swollen, and painful cluster of boils
that are connected to each other under the skin.
 



	4. COMMONEST SITES:
 Nape  of the neck
 Back and shoulder region
 Skin of these sites is coarse and has poor vascularity.
 


	5. RISK FACTORS FOR  DEVELOPING CARBUNCLE:
 Poor hygiene
 Diabetes
 A weak immune system
 Dermatitis
 Kidney disease
 Liver disease
 Shaving and other activities that break the skin
 


	6. PATHOLOGY:
  


	7. CLINICAL FEATURE:
 Typically,  the patient is a diabetic.
 Severe pain and swelling in the nape of the neck.
 Fever with chills and rigors are severe.
 Surface is red, angry looking like red hot coal.
 Surrounding area is indurated.
 Later, skin on the centre of carbuncle softens and
peripheral
 Discharging pus and giving rise to a cribriform
appearance.
The end result is development of a large crateriform ulcer
with central slough.
 


	8.  Fatigue and  a feeling of general sickness. Swelling
may occur in nearby tissue and lymph nodes,
especially lymph nodes in the neck, armpit, or
groin.
 


	9. COMPLICATION:
 Worsening of  the diabetic status resulting in
diabetic ketoacidosis.
 Extensive necrosis of skin overlying carbuncle.
Hence, it is included under acute infective
gangrene.
 Septicaemia
 Toxaemia.
 


	10. TTREATMENT:
 Diabetes control
  Antibiotics that will help in fast draining of pus.
 Pain killers to reduce pain
 Improve general health of patient
 Surgery is required when there is pus cruciate
incision preferred because of multiple abscessess
and subcutaneous necrosis.
 


	11. HOMOEOPATHIC REMEDIES FOR
CARBUNCLE:
  Silicea
 Belladonna
 Ars-Alb
 Hepar- sulph
 Sulphur
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