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Kaushik Roy claims that Lal Paltan raised by Clive in 1757 had 700
sepoys without citing any reference.
Most credible authors of that time like Williams stated strength of Lal
Paltan raised by Clive in 1757 as comprising 10 companies with 86
Indians which comes to 860 sepoys and Indian officers in a battalion.1
FG Cardew another most reliable official historian of Bengal Army
placed strength of Lal Paltan at 400 to 500 men.2
1
Pages-5 and 6-AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF BENGAL NATIVE INFANTRY -Captain
John Williams-John Murray – Ablemarle Street-London 1817.
2
Page-16-A SKETCH OF THE SERVICES OF THE BENGAL NATIVE ARMY UP TO THE YEAR 1895-Lieutenant F.G
Cardew- Government Printing Press-Calcutta-1903.
 


	4. Kaushik Roy’s assertion  that Punjab Frontier Force in 1857 was an army
is incorrect . As per British East India company records the Punjab
frontier force was a police force directly under Punjab’s chief
commissioner and classified as a civil force.It was regularized and
formed as an army entity only in 1859-61 .
Kaushik Roys assertion that Punjab Frontier Force was comprised of
Sikhs and Pathans only is totally incorrect . The Punjab Frontier Force
was formed with Hindustani Muslims , Punjabi Muslims , Pathans and
Sikhs and to simply assert that it comprised Pathans and Sikhs only is
bad history writing !
My parent regiment PAVO Cavalry raised as 1st Punjab Cavalry on 18th
May 1849 had 280 3 Hindustanis , about whom Kaushik Roy has no clue
, 171 Pathans 4 and 100 5 Sikhs.
This false assertion that Punjab Frontier Force had no Hindustanis was
first made by professor Tan Tai Yong in his book on Punjab recruitment.
Tan Tai Yong made a totally false and incorrect claim in his book that
Hindustanis were eliminated from Punjab Frontier Force in 1883.He had
thus stated on page-63 of his book “The Garrison State-The Military,
Government and Society in Colonial Punjab, 1849–1947” :--
“These perceptions were soon translated into policies as Hindustani
elements of the Punjab Frontier Force were finally eliminated in 1883
on the ground that their health was not up to the rigorous climatic
demands which the Punjabis were capable of withstanding.”6
Coming from a Singapore professor , a self styled expert on Indian-
Pakistan military history this was a shocking false claim.Punjab Frontier
Force had Hindustanis all along till its merger with Indian Army till 1895
3
Page-3-HISTORY OF THE 1ST
PUNJAB CAVALRY – Regimental effort- Civil and Military Gazette Press-Lahore -1887.
4
Page-2-Ibid.
5
Page-3- Ibid.
6
Page-63- The Garrison State -The Military, Government and Society in Colonial Punjab, 1849–1947-Tan Tai Yong
– Sage Publications-New Delhi, Thousand Oaks, London -2005.
 


	5. and even later  till 1947 . For example my regiment had Hindustanis all
along till 1895 and till 1922 and again from 1942 to 1947 and till todate
.
Similarly 2nd and 3rd Punjab Cavalry also had Hindustanis all along .
Kaushik Roy makes absolutely non factual claims all along in this
chapter , which is misleading and distortion of facts.
Kaushik Roy’s claim that Indians were not recruited in artillery other
than mountain batteries till second world war is “TOTALLY FALSE”.
The factual position is that Indian Artillery other than light mountain
guns was raised vide Indian government orders of 4th January 1935.7
The Regiment was equipped with 18 Pounder Guns as well as 4.4 inch
howitzers.8
Kaushik Roy is seriously mistaken that British company’s recruitment
was done from Awadh and Bihar as these soldiers were considered
more reliable.
The simple fact was that this was the only area with sizeable recruitable
population under the British company , and Punjab and Frontier were
only annexed in 1849.The British company had no choice but to recruit
from UP and Bihar then known as Bengal Presidency.
Further British company’s rethinking of recruiting policy preceeded the
1857 rising once Lord Dalhousie ordered the raising of Punjab Frontier
Force and introduced 100 Punjabis in each Bengal Army unit . The
simple reason being that Bengal Army units were showing disaffection
over pays and allowances.
7
Page-44-HISTORY OF THE REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY INDIAN ARMY-Edited by Major General D.K Palit-Leo Cooper
London- 1972.
8
Page-45-Ibid.
 


	6. Roy ignores the  fact that British thinking was influenced by poor
performance of Madras army,further this army was the second smallest
army and had failed in second and third mysore war till Bengal and
Bombay army units were marched to south India to reinforce this army
against Mysore.
Kaushik Roy’s assertions that Bombay Army manpower be replaced by
Punjab and Frontier manpower is also incorrect .Some Bombay units
were Punjabised but not all units .
This policy was only confined to Madras Army whose units were
Punjabised.Bombay Army was not Punjabised and the only manpower
that was increased in Bombay army were Rajputs,Jats and Gujjars from
Rajhastan who already were part of Bombay Army.
Seen in this logic Madras Army battalions were only replaced by
Punjabis and not by pathans and Gurkhas .
Modern writers forget that well before Roberts even became army
chief Madras Army and Bombay Army which was the smallest were non
entities as compared to Bengal Army and the British focus was north
initially Sikh Punjab and later Afghanistan .
Madras units were essentially eliminated not by Roberts but by the
economy drive that the British were forced to adopt as a result of WW
1.
Further Madras units where employed in WW 1 had miserably
performed like the Palamcottah battalion and other units in East Africa
.
Whereas Mahratta units had performed outstandingly in WW 1 , which
is why Mahratta units to an extent survived post WW 1 economy
measures.
 


	7. The shift in  British recruitment to Indian Army was essentially not from
Madras or Bombay whose armies were already much smaller to Bengal
Army well before 1857 but from UP and Bihar to Punjab Frontier and
Nepal.
Throughout this analysis Kaushik Roy totally misses the most significant
recruitment change in British Indian Army after WW 1.
The Sikhs who were highest in British Indian Army infantry were
brought from highest number to third highest number while Punjabi
Muslims who were third in ranking in infantry were brought to the
highest number , because Sikhs had taken the leading part in Ghadar
movement in WW 1.
Such was the British venom against Sikhs that not a single Sikh was
awarded VC although they were in highest number in infantry and
cavalry the two main fighting arms.
 



	9. On page-92 Kaushik  Roy makes the most fallacious claim of his entire
analysis in this book when he states as below :---
 


	10. 156 Indians in  one Cavalry Squadron
228 Indians in one Double Infantry Company
Unit Pathan
Companies/squadrons
cumulative
9th Hodsons Horse ½ Squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
10th Hodsons Horse ½ squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
11th Probyn’s Horse ½ squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
15th Lancers 1 Squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
17th Cavalry 2 Squadrons had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
 


	11. 19th Lancers (Fane’s
Horse)
1  Squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
21st PAVO Cavalry 1 Squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
22nd Sam Brownes
Cavalry
½ Squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
23rd Cavalry (FF) ½ Squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
25th Cavalry ½ Squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
31st DCO Lancers 1 Squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
35th Scinde Horse 1 Squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
36th Jacobs Horse 1 Squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
37th Lancers (Baluch
Horse)
1 Squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
38th KGO CIH 1 Squadron had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
 


	12. Corps of Guides  1 Squadron
1 Company
had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
2nd Battalion Corps of
Guides
½ company had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
3rd Battalion Corps of
Guides
1 Company had pathans from
transfrontier but no
exact quota
1/19 Punjabis 1 Company
2/19 Punjabis 1 Company
20th DC0 Brownlows 2 Companies
1/21 Punjabis 1.5 Company
2/21 Punjabis 1.5 Company
1/22 Punjabis ½ company
2/22 Punjabis ½ company
24th Punjabis 1 Company (Afridi) 1 Transfrontier
1/25th Punjabis ½ company
2/25th Punjabis ½ company
1/26 Punjabis 1 Company (Afridi) 2 Transfrontier
27th Punjabis 1 Company
28th Punjabis 1.5 Companies
1/33 Punjabis 1 Company
2/33 Punjabis ½ Company
40th Pathans 2 Companies
(1 Orakzai) , (Half
Afridi) , (Half Yusufzai)
3.5 Transfrontier
46th Punjabis 1 Company (Half
Afridi) (Half Orakzais)
4.5 Transfrontier
51st Sikhs (FF) 1 Company
52nd Sikhs (FF) ½ Company
53rd Sikhs (FF) 1 Khattak Company
 


	13. 1/54 Sikhs (FF)  ½ company
2/54 Sikhs (FF) 1 Company
(Chach Pathans)
1/55 Cokes Rifles
(FF)
½ Company (Khattaks)
½ Company (Yusufzai)
2/55th Cokes Rifles
(FF)
2 Companies Pathans
1/56 Punjabi Rifles
(FF)
1 Company Khattaks
2/56 Punjabi Rifles
(FF)
Mixed Placed at half
company
57th Wilde’s Rifles
(FF)
1 Company Pathan
58th Vaughan Rifles
(FF)
1.5 Companies
Pathans
59th Scinde Rifles (FF) 1.5 Companies
Pathans
1/72ND Punjabis 1 Company
2/72ND Punjabis 1 Company
1/107 Pioneers 1 Company
121 Pioneers 1 Company
1/124 DCO
Baluchistan Infantry
1 Company ( half
Khattak and half
mahsud wazirs)
5 Transfrontier
2/124 DCO
Baluchistan Infantry
1 Company Khattak
3/124 DCO
Baluchistan Infantry
1 Company Khattak
126th Baluchistan
Infantry
1 Company (half
Khattak and half
wazirs)
5.5 Transfrontier
 


	14. 1/127 QMO Baluch
Light  Infantry
3 Companies (1.5
Mahsud and 1.5 other
Pathans)
7 Transfrontier
2/127 QMO Baluch
Light Infantry
1 Company Pathans
1/128 Pioneers 1 Company Yusufzais
2/128 Pioneers 1 Company Pathans
1/129 DCO Baluchis 3 Companies Pathans
(1.5 Mahsuds and 1.5
other Pathans)
8.5 Transfrontier
130 KGO Baluchis
(Jacob’s Rifles)
1 Company Pathans
1/152 Indian Infantry 0.25 Company
Pathans
3/152 Indian Infantry 0.25 Company
Pathans
2/155 Indian Infantry 1 Company Yusufzai
CAVALRY 14 Squadrons 156 X 14 = 2,184
INFANTRY 52.50 Companies 228 X 52.50=11,970
TOTAL PATHANS IN INFANTRY AND CAVALRY IN 1918 =14,154
PATHANS AS PER INDIAN ARMY LIST JULY 1918
Roy’s claim is wrong for Pathans . Even if settled area Pathans are
excluded and only Transfrontier Pathans counted these exceeded 2000
, because all cavalry units had tribal pathans but no specific quota.
Roy states that Brigadier General Dyer was highly decorated ? This is
questionable because Dyer never even won the lowest gallantry award
like military cross.
Roy’s assertion that soldiers who fired at Jallianwalla were mainly
Gurkha is also incorrect . There were 50 soldiers who fired at
 


	15. Jallianwalla out of  which 25 were from Gurkha unit while 25 were from
present 1st FF (59TH ) AND 6 FF (54th ) of Pakistan Army.
Kaushik Roy falsely claims that most of people who died at Jallianwalla
were Sikhs whereas as per various bodycounts done after the firing it
was found out that most of the killed were Hindus , followed by
Muslims , so Roys claim, without citing any reference or proof , that
maxium 1500 Sikhs and lowest 400 Sikhs died at Jallianwalla is
absolutely false.
Eminent historian Nick Lloyd quoted British civil servant Burton who
carried out a comprehensive survey as below:--
“A subsequent investigation by F.H. Burton, an Indian civil servant,
concluded that approximately 415 people had been killed; somewhat
higher than the 379 dead that the committee would publish. He
estimated that the crowd was 60 per cent Hindu and 33 per cent
Muslim (the rest presumably being Sikh). Of this total, Burton argued
that between 20 and 25 per cent came from villages outside the city.”9
Kaushik Roy’s below conclusion is disputable and contains half truths
and noncommittal assessments :---
Roy forgets that Punjab included non Punjabi districts of Rohtak , Hissar
, Karnal and Gurgaon and if fighting soldiers are excluded from these
areas as non Punjabi , the percentages change quite a bit.
9
Page-181-THE AMRITSAR MASSACRE The Untold Story of One Fateful Day-Nick Lloyd.I.B Tauris and Company-
London and New York-2011
 


	16. All along Roy’s  analysis Rajputana region receives no mention although
this regions contribution was as significant as Punjab and Frontier .
Jats from UP and Marathas from Maharashtra were regarded as
fighting material by the British well before first and second world wars ,
so how can Roy state that they were given martial status during the two
world wars , because in reality their martial status preceeded both
world wars.
As a matter of fact there more NON PUNJABI HINDU companies in
infantry in 1914 and even in 1922.
Kaushik Roys conclusion that the Raj diluted the martial race theory is
incorrect . By and large the class composition of fighting arms of Indian
Army remained the same . Madrassis were mostly recruited in
supporting arms which constituted almost over 70 percent of Indian
Army.
The correct conclusion is that British did not dilute the martial race
theory as far as fighting arms were concerned but only for technical
arms which performed logistical tasks and not fighting tasks.
 


	17. Major Agha.H.Amin was  commissioned in the old PAVO
Cavalry in March 1983.
He was educated at Saint Marys Academy Lalazar and
Forman Christian College Lahore.
He served in various command, staff, research, logistics
and instructional positions in his military career,
including mechanical transport officer of an armoured
 


	18. brigade headquarter, mechanical  transport officer of an
armouredregiment , general staff officer research trial
and publications at School of Armour , Instructor Class C
at Tactical Wing School of Armour and finally
independent command directly under a major general as
Officer Commanding 5 Independent Armoured Squadron.
In his civilian career performed projects like Uzbekistan
Kabul Transmission lines concrete foundations, CASA
1000 Line survey as sub contractor of SNC Lavalin Canada
and Turkmenistan Mazar transmission line as sub
contractor of FichtnerGmbh Germany.
Also served as Assistant Editor Defence Journal Karachi ,
Executive Editor Globe Karachi , Editor Journal of
Afghanistan Studies financed by Danish foreign ministry ,
Editor Intelligence Review , Editor Pakistan Military
Review , Editor Journal of Book Reviews, Editor Indian
Military Review etc.
Authored over 120 books and journals. Articles published
in Pakistan Army Journal and Citadel Journal of
Command and Staff College Quetta.
Established unprecedented and todate unbroken record
of an independent tank squadron defeating 7 tank
regiments in a corps level firing competition.
 


	19. Recommended creation of  army commands in Pakistan
Army command and staff college Citadel Journal issue
2/98 in 1998 which was adopted by the Pakistan Army in
2005-7.
Has advised various states and international companies
on security matters as sub contractor of Spanish , USA
and Hongkong based companies.
Contact e mail :--- mazen@csio-ops.com and
pavocavalry@gmail.com
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