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	2. Major Agha.H.Amin was  commissioned in the old
PAVO Cavalry in March 1983.
He was educated at Saint Marys Academy Lalazar
and Forman Christian College Lahore.
He served in various command, staff, research,
logistics and instructional positions in his military
career, including mechanical transport officer of
 


	3. an armoured brigade  headquarter, mechanical
transport officer of an armoured regiment ,
general staff officer research trial and publications
at School of Armour , Instructor Class C at Tactical
Wing School of Armour and finally independent
command directly under a major general as
Officer Commanding 5 Independent Armoured
Squadron.
In his civilian career performed projects like
Uzbekistan Kabul Transmission lines concrete
foundations, CASA 1000 Line survey as sub
contractor of SNC Lavalin Canada and
Turkmenistan Mazar transmission line as sub
contractor of Fichtner Gmbh Germany.
Also served as Assistant Editor Defence Journal
Karachi , Executive Editor Globe Karachi , Editor
Journal of Afghanistan Studies financed by Danish
foreign ministry , Editor Intelligence Review ,
Editor Pakistan Military Review , Editor Journal of
Book Reviews, Editor Indian Military Review etc.
 


	4. Authored over 120  books and journals . Articles
published in Pakistan Army Journal and Citadel
Journal of Command and Staff College Quetta.
Established unprecedented and todate unbroken
record of an independent tank squadron
defeating 7 tank regiments in a corps level firing
competition.
Recommended creation of army commands in
Pakistan Army command and staff college Citadel
Journal issue 2/98 in 1998 which was adopted by
the Pakistan Army in 2005-7.
Has advised various states and international
companies on security matters as sub contractor
of Spanish , USA and Hongkong based companies.
Contact e mail :--- mazen@csio-ops.com and
pavocavalry@gmail.com
 


	5. This is a  brief study aid for serious students of
military history interested in British infantry
 


	6. battalions which participated  in the battles of
1857-59.
Each battalions role is covered with short history
of its operations in India.In addition its individual
as well as net contribution to the outcome of war
is summarized.
Casualties are listed with causes of death ,
locations and names of key persons.
Maps of area where the battalion operated.
Only fatal casualties which occurred due to actual
fighting are listed and fatal casualties due to
medical causes like heatstroke , cholera etc are
not listed.
 



	8. This battalion arrived  from Cape of Good Hope at
Calutta on 17th
January 1858 and played no role in
the 1857-59 battles.1
1
Page-28- THE QUARTERLY ARMY LIST OF HER
MAJESTY’S BRITISH AND INDIAN FORCES ON THE
BENGAL ESTABLISHMENT-Corrected to 5th
July 1859-
Published and sold by Messrs R.C Lepage and
Company-British Library -1859
 



	10. Raised as Princess  Anne of Denmark’s Regiment in
1685.Renamed as Queen’s Regiment in 1702 ,
Kings Regiment in 1716 and finally 8th
(The King’s)
Regiment in 1751.2
This battalion arrived in British East India Company
ruled India as part of the company’s Bombay Army
on 1st
August 1846.3
It was transferred to the
company’s Bengal Army on 26th
December 1853.4
2
Page- FORCES OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE-1914-Op cit.
3
Page-32- THE QUARTERLY ARMY LIST OF HER
MAJESTY’S BRITISH AND INDIAN FORCES ON THE
BENGAL ESTABLISHMENT-Corrected to 5th
July 1859-
Published and sold by Messrs R.C Lepage and
Company-British Library -1859
4
Ibid.
 


	11. 1st
Battalion HM 8th
Foot  was stationed at
Jullundhur as above map indicates when the 1857
rebellion broke out.
Initially the battalion was involved in securing
Jullundhur and Phillor fort.
 



	13. Finally the battalions  wing about 350 strong under
Colonel Hartley reached Delhi on 22/23 June
1857.5
Two remaining companies of the battalion (250
strong) were holding Jullundhur and Phillor
Fort.These were relieved by companies from HM
24th
Foot in Rawalpindi and reached Delhi on 9th
August 1857.6
It saw action at Delhi where it suffered the lions
share (46 OUT OF 57) of it total fatal casualties in
actual fighting .
As the map below illustrates 250 soldiers of HM 8th
Foot were part of the Second Column assaulting
Delhi and played a marginal role in the assault on
Delhi.
5
Page-353- THE PUNJAB AND DELHI IN 1857- VOLUME
ONE-Rev J.Cave Browne- William Blackwood and Sons-
London 1861
6
Page-138- THE PUNJAB AND DELHI IN 1857- VOLUME
TWO-Rev J.Cave Browne- William Blackwood and Sons-
London 1861
 



	15. Marginal in the  sense that the battalion suffered
the lowest casualties in the second column that
assaulted Delhi ON 14TH
September 1857 . 7
FATAL CASUALTIES OF SECOND COLUMN IN
ASSAULT ON DELHI ON 14TH
SEPTEMBER 1857
Unit Fatal
Casualties
HM 8TH
FOOT (250 MEN) 5
1ST
BENGAL EUROPEANS (250 MEN) 38
4TH
SIKH INFANTRY (350 MEN) 7
The battalion’s role in fighting between 15th
and
20th
September 1857 was also zero as it suffered
NIL 8
fatal casualties out of total 52 casualties
suffered by the company’s army.
7
Page—414-Selections from the Letters, Despatches
and Other State Papers, Preserved in the Military
Dept. of the Government of India, 1857-58-Volume 1 -
Edited by George W. Forrest-Military Department
Press-Calcutta-1893.
8
Page—418-Ibid
 


	16. It saw minor  action at Bulandshahr in the Doab in
September 1857 where it lost 1 private killed. 9
In total the battalion lost 2 killed in the Doab
battles apart from Bulandshahr.10
Subsequently it participated in defence of
Cawnpore in December 1857 where again its role
was marginal and it suffered nil fatal casualties.It
saw minor action at Lucknow where it lost 4
privates killed.11
On the whole the reader may note that lion’s share
of fighting at Delhi was done by the British
company’s private army battalions both Indian and
European who suffered some 70 percent of all fatal
casualties in the siege of Delhi.
The unit’s performance was outstanding , because
it stood steadfastly to maintain the company’s
9
Page-19- CASUALTY ROLL FOR THE INDIAN MUTINY
1857-59-Op cit.
10
Pages-17,18 and 19-Ibid.
11
Page-18- CASUALTY ROLL FOR THE INDIAN MUTINY
1857-59-Op cit.
 


	17. position at Delhi  which was desperate , keeping in
view the heavy odds against the company.
The regiment did well at Delhi , but did not win any
VC . VC necessarily is not the gauge to judge a
battalion’s performance.
The battalion lost four officers in 1857-59 battles
which illustrates that officers were leading from
the front. Following officers of the battalion were
killed in action :--12
• Lieutenant Mounsteven, killed in action at
Delhi on 9th
July 1857.
• Lieutenant W.W Pogson ,severely wounded at
Delhi on 14th
July 1857 and died of wounds on
23rd
July 1857.
12
Page-17- CASUALTY ROLL FOR THE INDIAN MUTINY
1857-59-Op cit.
 


	18. • Lieutenant F.M  Vincent killed in action at
Cawnpore on 7th
December 1857.
• Lieutenant Robert Webb mortally wounded at
Delhi on 14th
September 1857 and died of
wounds on 15th
September 1857.
The unit suffered the highest share of its fatal
casualties , 46 out of 57 total killed in all battles of
1857-59 at the siege of Delhi.13
Fortescue placed fatal casualties of HM 8th
Foot in
siege of Delhi at 27 killed .14
This discrepancy is
hard to reconcile as we have researched the figure
of 46 killed from Tavender’s casualty roll. Both
Forrest and Tavenders accounts have various
factual mistakes.
Its 12 other casualties were suffered in :-- 15
13
Pages-17, 18 and 19- CASUALTY ROLL FOR THE
INDIAN MUTINY 1857-59-Op cit.
14
Page-492- Selections from the Letters, Despatches
and Other State Papers, Preserved in the Military
Dept. of the Government of India, 1857-58-Volume 1
–Op cit.
15
Ibid
 


	19. • Doab where  it lost 4 killed and at Bulandshahr
where it lost 1 killed.
• It lost 1 killed at battles of Cawnpore (1857) .
• It lost 5 in the battles involving final capture of
Lucknow.
British battalions bore 30 % of casualties at siege of
Delhi regarded as the most decisive siege/action of
all battles of 1857-59. Here the British company’s
private army both European and Indian had an
edge over the British army battalions.
It was granted battle honours of “DELHI” where it
suffered high casualties and “Lucknow” where it
suffered very low fatal casualties.
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