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1) Major Agha H. Amin has a military and civilian career spanning various command, staff, research, logistics, and instructional positions. He has authored over 120 books and articles on military topics.

2) The document provides a brief history of the 1st Battalion 4th Foot regiment that served in India during the 1857-59 rebellion. However, the accounts of this regiment's role are vague and contradictory between different sources. 

3) While researching British regiments during the rebellion, the author found "gross misreporting" and "serious factual errors" in sources like Tavender's casualty roll, which wrongly listed the 1st Battalion 4th Foot as fighting in a major battle they had noRead less
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Major Agha.H.Amin was  commissioned in the old
PAVO Cavalry in March 1983.
He was educated at Saint Marys Academy Lalazar
and Forman Christian College Lahore.
 


	3. 3
3
He served in  various command, staff, research,
logistics and instructional positions in his military
career, including mechanical transport officer of an
armoured brigade headquarter, mechanical
transport officer of an armoured regiment , general
staff officer research trial and publications at School
of Armour , Instructor Class C at Tactical Wing
School of Armour and finally independent
command directly under a major general as Officer
Commanding 5 Independent Armoured Squadron.
In his civilian career performed projects like
Uzbekistan Kabul Transmission lines concrete
foundations, CASA 1000 Line survey as sub
contractor of SNC Lavalin Canada and Turkmenistan
Mazar transmission line as sub contractor of
Fichtner Gmbh Germany.
Also served as Assistant Editor Defence Journal
Karachi , Executive Editor Globe Karachi , Editor
Journal of Afghanistan Studies financed by Danish
foreign ministry , Editor Intelligence Review , Editor
 


	4. 4
4
Pakistan Military Review  , Editor Journal of Book
Reviews, Editor Indian Military Review etc.
Authored over 120 books and journals . Articles
published in Pakistan Army Journal and Citadel
Journal of Command and Staff College Quetta.
Established unprecedented and todate unbroken
record of an independent tank squadron defeating
7 tank regiments in a corps level firing competition.
Recommended creation of army commands in
Pakistan Army command and staff college Citadel
Journal issue 2/98 in 1998 which was adopted by
the Pakistan Army in 2005-7.
Has advised various states and international
companies on security matters as sub contractor of
Spanish , USA and Hongkong based companies.
Contact e mail :--- mazen@csio-ops.com and
pavocavalry@gmail.com
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6
This is a  brief study aid for serious students of
military history interested in British infantry
battalions which participated in the battles of 1857-
59.
Each battalions role is covered with short history of
its operations in India.In addition its individual as
well as net contribution to the outcome of war is
summarized.
Casualties are listed with causes of death , locations
and names of key persons.
Maps of area where the battalion operated.
Only fatal casualties which occurred due to actual
fighting are listed and fatal casualties due to
medical causes like heatstroke , cholera etc are not
listed.
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8
Raised as the  2nd Tangier Regiment in 1680.1
This battalion’s history in 1857-59 battles is sketchy
and extremely vague.
Captain Sedgwick listed a wing of this battalion
having served in India in battles of 1857-59.2
1
Page-50-FORCES OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE-1914-
Edward.M.Nevins-Vandamere Press-Arlington Virginia-
1992.
2
Page-156 - THE INDIAN MUTINY OF 1857- A SKETCH OF
THE PRINCIPAL MILITARY EVENTS- Captain F.R Sedgwick-
Forster Groom and Company –London-1909.
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Jocelyn who we  thought was an excellent historian
misled this scribe when he stated in his landmark
book on artillery in 1857 that this battalion arrived
at Bombay in January 1859.3
This information is contradicted by website of this
regiment which states that it arrived in India from
its original station Mauritius Island in Indian Ocean
in September 1857. 4
The brief description given on this site states that :--
1.the battalion served in 1857-59 rebellion at
Karachi ,Hyderabad,Shikarpore and Ahmadabad
in 1857.These areas did not see any major rising
hence the fact that there were no fatal
casualties.
3
Page-441-THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL AND INDIAN
ARTILLERY IN THE MUTINY OF 1857-Colonel Julian R
Jocelyn – First Published June 1915- Reprinted by Naval
and Military Press in 2004.
4
http://www.kingsownmuseum.com/moves03.htm
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2. It saw  action at Fort Beyt on 2nd April 1858.This
was the only serious action fought by battalion
as part of a naval force to capture Fort Beyt.
The company’s artillery was too weak and of
small caliber , hence the attack on Fort Beyt was
a failure.
3.Expedition into Mahee Kantha , a minor princely
state in Gujerat province of modern India, then
known as Kathiawar in August 1858.This was
also a very minor affair in which the battalion
suffered no fatal casualties.
4.Ahmedabad,Baroda and Surat in November
1858.These areas were loyal to British company
so no serious actions took place and the
battalion suffered zero fatal casualties in actual
fighting.
While researching British battalions during 1857-59
it was quite shocking to see “gross misreporting”
and “serious factual errors” .
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Tavender’s “Casualty Roll”  which this scribe bought
with great difficulty for over 200 US Dollars was a
big disappointment.
Tavender FALSELY LISTED 1ST Battalion 4th Foot as
having fought at “ BATTLE OF BETWA RIVER” on
2nd April 1858 , whereas this battalion was never
there ! 5
Shockingly this battalion’s website also wrongly
listed Betwa River as the site of fatal casualties etc :-
-
http://www.kingsownmuseum.com/rolls-
india1857.htm
5
Page-13- CASUALTY ROLL FOR THE INDIAN MUTINY
1857-59-Compiled by I.T Tavender-J.B Hayward and Son-
Polstead-Suffolk –July 1983
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This battalion’s two  companies fought in the FAILED
ASSAULT , on Beyt Island fort where the above
soldiers were killed or wounded.
This was ascribed to lack of sufficient artillery and
the unit bears no blame for this failure.
Nil.
No officer of the battalion was killed. This indicates
that officers were not leading from the front.
Here British records like Tavender’s book was an
absolute recipe to disaster.
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As per Tavender’s  casualty roll 1st battalion 4th Foot
suffered five fatal casualties in this action. The
senior most killed being Sergeant John Escohue.
The other four killed in action were :--6
1.Private John Hartin who was dangerously
wounded and died of wounds on 2nd May 1858.
2.Private William J Laffey.
3.Private Edward Stanley.
4.Private James Tulley.
These casualties were listed by Tavender as having
been suffered at Betwa on 2nd April 1858.
6
Page-13- CASUALTY ROLL FOR THE INDIAN MUTINY
1857-59-Op cit.
 


	16. 16
16
The battalion fought  in a theatre of no consequence
and of no significance.
No battle honours were awarded to the battalion as
Beyt Island was a minor affair and above all the
operation was a failure.
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